Easter
THOUGHTS

We do not pretend that life is all beauty. We are aware
of darkness and sin, of poverty and pain. But we know
Jesus has conquered sin and passed through his own
pain to the glory of the Resurrection. And we live in the
light of his Paschal Mystery - the mystery of his Death
and Resurrection. “We are an Easter People and Alleluia
is our song!”. We are not looking for a shallow joy but
rather a joy that comes from faith, that grows through
unselfish love, that respects the “fundamental duty of
love of neighbour, without which it would be unbecoming
to speak of Joy”. We realize that joy is demanding; it
demands unselfishness; it demands a readiness to say
with Mary: “Be it done unto me according to thy word”.
-Pope John Paul II: Angelus, Adelaide,
Australia November 1986

God had brought me to my knees and made me
acknowledge my own nothingness, and out of that
knowledge I had been reborn. I was no longer the centre
of my life and therefore I could see God in everything.
-Bede Griffiths, Night of Conversion p.45

“If Jesus is risen, then - and only then - has something
truly new happened, something that changes the state of
humanity and the world. Then He, Jesus, is someone in
whom we can put absolute trust; we can put our trust
not only in his message, but in Jesus himself, for the
Risen One does not belong to the past, but is present
today, alive.”
-Benedict XVI, Easter 2012

If Christ were not raised, Christianity would lose its very
meaning; the whole mission of the Church would lose its
impulse, for this is the point from which it first set out
and continues to set out ever anew. The message which
Christians bring to the world is this: Jesus, Love incarnate,
died on the cross for our sins, but God the Father raised
him and made him the Lord of life and death. In Jesus,
love has triumphed over hatred, mercy over sinfulness,
goodness over evil, truth over falsehood, life over death.
-Pope Francis, 2016

“The great gift of Easter is hope – Christian hope which
makes us have that confidence in God, in his ultimate
triumph, and in his goodness and love, which nothing
can shake.”

God’s Grandeur
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.
And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs -Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.
-Gerald Manley Hopkins

A Prayer before a crucifix
Most High, glorious God,
enlighten the shadows of my heart,
and grant unto me a right faith,
a certain hope and perfect charity,
sense and understanding, Lord,
so that I may accomplish Thy holy and true command.
-St Francis of Assisi

Outside of the cross of Jesus Christ, there is no hope in
this world. That cross and resurrection at the core of the
Gospel is the only hope for humanity. Wherever you go,
ask God for wisdom on how to get that Gospel in, even in
the toughest situations of life.
-Ravi Zacharias

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
-John M. C Crum

-Basil C Hume, (1923-1999)
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster
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