South East Peace and Justice Group – St Anne’s Seaford

It is now five years since our group commenced with the support of the people at St Joseph’s Chelsea. Initially, we formed to provide support for asylum seekers and refugees – to provide social and practical support and to advocate for a more just response to the human rights of marginalised people both in Australia and overseas. 

In particular, we provide financial, practical and social support to an asylum seeker family on a Bridging Visa E – no work rights, no Medicare and no access to any government benefits. Five years on the family still has our support and their status is unchanged. Also, we have sought in a variety of ways to develop links and support our Koorie and Muslim sisters and brothers. 

We are, as part of the Peninsula Deanery and with the support of the Melbourne Catholic Commission for Justice, Development and Peace, planning a forum to highlight the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and encourage political support for these goals. The goals are:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Secure global partnership for development.

The Forum is planned for 

Monday 8 October

at St Anne’s School Hall, Seaford

from 7.30pm – 9.00pm.

· Bruce Duncan CSsR 

Co-0rdinator, Social Justice Studies, Yarra Theological Union will be the keynote speaker.

· The sitting member and other candidates of political parties in the electorate of Dunkley will be invited to participate and speak to the Millennium Development Goals.

Our forum is one action among many to achieve the Goals set out at the United Nations Millennium Summit in September, 2000, to halve the extent of global hunger and the most acute form of poverty by 2015.

We trust in the prayer of Archbishop Oscar Romero, who gave his life to bring about justice for the poor: 

We cannot do everything, and

 there is a sense of liberation in realising that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning,

 a step along the way.

An opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter

 and do the rest.
