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Catholic schools join their voices in the fight against poverty.

2005 was the year of MakePovertyHistory at Clairvaux MacKillop College in Upper Mt Gravatt—the beginning of something incredible.  This fight against poverty will continue on 17 March this year, as the roar of fifteen simultaneous “Live 8” concerts amplifies the cry for justice across South-East Queensland Catholic Schools. 

In July last year an estimated audience of 3 billion people watched as Live 8 rocked the world with one message—make poverty history.  Inspired by this international event, and by the words of Nelson Mandala that “Poverty is not natural.  It is human-made problem and it can be overcome by the actions of human-kind”, the Community Action Team at Clairvaux MacKillop College called for the student population to get actively involved in this campaign.

There was a groundswell of pressure on the world’s political leaders to adhere to their Millennium Development Goals to halve the level of poverty by 2015.  Joining this groundswell, students celebrated White Band Days and educated their peers about the contributing factors of poverty in the world today, and the changes that are necessary to alleviate this problem.      

Throughout the year, voice upon voice was added to this “justice cry”. Community Action Leader, Elizabeth Schilpzand said this occurred when “we sang, we danced, we walked, we dramatised, we dressed up, we wore white bands, we sold fair-trade coffee and chocolate, we signed 500 postcards of petition, and we held our own Live 8 concert inviting a number of schools in our cluster to attend.”    

It was at this event that participating schools were invited to join their voices in 2006 by holding simultaneous Live 8 concerts.  As an act of solidarity, fifteen schools are now preparing and planning for this Friday’s lunchtime concerts including St Bernard’s Primary School, Upper Mt Gravatt; Carmel College, Cleveland; Chisholm College, Cornubia; Iona College, Wynnum; Loreto College, Coorparoo; Our Lady’s College, Annerley; San Sisto College, Carina; St John’s College, Nambour; St Michael’s College, Carrara; St Thomas More, Sunnybank; Trinity College, Beenleigh; and Xavier College, Hervey Bay. 

The purpose of these concerts is to raise awareness. Awareness, that together we have the resources, knowledge, and opportunity to overcome poverty in the world. Clairvaux MacKillop College hopes that the concerts on Friday, 17 March will help high school students understand that by providing more and better aid, by making fairer trade agreements, and by releasing poor, developing countries from their debt, justice is being served to all.       

For further information, please contact Sandra Allen on (07) 3349 8977 or alls@cvxmck.edu.au
