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On Economic Gloom and a Birth in a Stable
[image: image4.emf]We may be tempted to think that the world financial crisis and the recession it brought in its wake may be cause for gloom this Christmas.  Certainly, these economic woes should make us mindful of the sufferings of those who are its victims: the unemployed and those experiencing other forms of financial hardship.  These sufferings should prompt in Christians generosity in reaching out to the needy, zeal in pursuing justice for them and restraint in the scale of our own celebrations.

But Christmas never was about celebrating wealth, so economic gloom should not detract from our rejoicing.  The fact that the King of Kings was born in a stable in one of the most insignificant provinces of the Roman Empire should remind us of his words to Pilate that his ‘Kingdom is not of this world’.  Jesus did not mean that he was not fully human and that he was above and beyond our worldly concerns.  On the contrary, he was God-become-man for the purpose of revealing to us the true meaning of life in this world.  The life we have here is the beginning of the eternal life he came to bring us.  But we have to have, as Jesus put it, ‘eyes to see and ears to hear’ what he reveals to us about that life.

[image: image5.emf]If we see the attainment of worldly wealth and glory as the primary purpose of human life, we are blind to the message of his birth in a stable.  If we dismiss the poor, the prisoners, the sick and the suffering as ‘losers’, we are deaf to his message that these are the most important in his Kingdom.  If we ignore the injustices suffered by the rejected in our society – the homeless, the refugees, so many Indigenous Australians – we do not belong to his Kingdom.  And if we treat his Father’s creation as no more than a resource for human exploitation, we destroy the gift itself and show arrogant contempt for the divine giver.

[image: image6.emf][image: image7.emf]Christianity is not an opium to anaesthetise us against things like economic gloom, nor is it merely a movement for political and economic reform.  It is rather a community united by the belief that in the child born in the stable at Bethlehem, God was revealing the full purpose of human life: his action among us to banish all suffering and death and to share with us his divine life.  Let us celebrate Christmas, therefore, with great joy but do so mindful that this is its true meaning.
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The last edition of Justice News featured an article on retiring coordinator Gordon Snowdon who over 25 years provided such wonderful leadership of the Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee. With his retirement from the position of Coordinator, but not from the Committee, the group conducted a general review of its processes. 

[image: image11.emf]At the November meeting Kevin Yelverton was elected Coordinator. Kevin is a Uniting Church minister at St David’s Parish, Newtown, and the youth consultant to the Geelong Catholic Deanery. This appointment brings into focus the ecumenical nature of the group whilst retaining its strong Catholic identity. Terry O’Brien will be the Assistant Coordinator and with Shirley Carroll will form an executive.  John Day will continue as editor of Justice News. 

The Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee will continue to vigorously commit itself to explore, discuss and act upon a wide range of social justice issues. It’s a dynamic group. Why not become involved? The first bi-monthly forum will be held on 27th February at St Mary’s Centre.  For further information contact Kevin on 0412 279 580 or kbyelverton@bigpond.com 

Indulgence at Christmas
We shall soon be celebrating the birth of the Christ Child, an event that Christina Georgina Rosetti (1830-1894) described in one of her hymns as, “Love came down at Christmas”, a time of remembering and celebrating the great generosity of God, and being infused by it.

In a recent edition of the Geelong Advertiser, under 'street talk’, a question was asked, “will the economic crisis affect your Christmas spending”, to which one answer was, ”No, it wouldn’t because Christmas is about indulgence”.

Personal spending will vary enormously, depending on the kind of goals that have been set for individual fulfilment and the wider context of community activity under which life is to be lived.

The starkness of the situation into which God’s Living Hope was born stands in contrast to the relative affluence in which most find themselves today. However, the present economic situation has plunged many into unemployment and an untold number into great insecurity, because of unemployment uncertainty.  Such families might find themselves joining an increased number for whom Christmas is anything but a time of indulgence.

Such a situation will provide an opportunity for those not affected by such misfortunes, to demonstrate the spirit of sharing which is at the heart of the Christmas message.  God has indulged us with his love, that we might think of others in the way that He has thought of us.
Rev Bert Bell
[image: image12.emf]Social Justice Abroad 

A snapshot from England
The Justice and Peace Networks of the Diocese of Westminster, London, have been involved in some outstanding events in the past few weeks including -  

Annual Children’s Peace Walk  - focusing on the Abolition of War.  

Week of Global Action against Debt and the International Financial Institutions - part of the Jubilee Debt Campaign which encourages the writing off of debts in poorer countries.    

Migration: The Changing Face of London - emphasising the importance of welcoming Christ in the local Community by welcoming new comers.    

Building Community – Bradford’s story of community relations and trust building between its Churches, Mosques and the wider community.
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The Committee welcomes letters and comments in re-

sponse to items published in 

Justice News

.  All letters 

and comments are placed before the Committee and will 

be replied to wherever possible.  The Committee can be 

contacted via its coordinator, Kevin Yelverton. 

 

[image: image14.emf]Earlier issues of Justice News and further information about the Social 

Justice Committee are available on the website of the Justice Unit of 

the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/ccjdp/

geelongdeanery.htm

 

Rights, Responsibilities and 

the Common Good

On December 10, we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The Declaration was adopted by a vote of 48 in favour, 0 against, with 8 abstentions (all Soviet Bloc states, South Africa and Saudi Arabia). The 30 articles of  the Declaration have been the most translated document after the Christian Bible in the world. 

The ideas and values of human rights can be traced through history to ancient times and in religious beliefs and cultures around the world. European theologians and philosophers developed theories of natural law that influenced the adoption of documents such as the Bill of Rights of England, the Bill of Rights in the United States, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen in France.

During the Second World War the allies adopted the Four Freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom from fear and freedom from want, as their basic war aims. The United Nations Charter "reaffirmed faith in fundamental human rights, and dignity and worth of the human person" and committed all member states to promote "universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion".

When the atrocities committed by Nazi Germany became apparent after the Second World War, the consensus within the world community was that the United Nations Charter (adopted in 1945) did not sufficiently define the rights it referenced.  A universal declaration that specified the rights of individuals was necessary to give effect to the Charter's provisions on human rights.  

Without doubt the Declaration of Human Rights has played an enormous influence for good throughout the world.  We should all celebrate the positive achievements the Declaration has secured throughout the world in the last 60 years.

One could argue however, that now is the time for a Declaration of Human Responsibilities.  When human rights become the focus the possibility of forgetting that fundamental truth that every right has a corresponding responsibility can be lost on us.  For instance: young people argue they have a right to drive a car – that means someone has a responsibility to train young people how to drive so  that another’s right to safety is secured.   The trend over recent years however, has stressed the individual’s rights and failed to indicate the corresponding responsibilities every right entails.  Indeed, a rugged individualism has developed particularly within Western culture that scoffs at the whole notion of responsibilities.  This is not just a problem within youth culture.  The whole adult culture has been obsessed with their rights.  The rights of investors in a company appear to have greater rights to dividends than the customers who purchase goods and services from that company.  The whole notion of the common good has been trashed in recent years.  

Apart from Human Rights there are the rights of the environment and the corresponding human responsibilities toward the environment. We are learning this lesson slowly!  But learn it we shall.    

With the moral crisis well advanced, the ecological crisis upon us and the meltdown of the financial world, it appears we must affirm the fundamental notion of human responsibilities again.  It is immoral that merchant bankers earn millions while whole nations of people live in absolute poverty.  No excuse can be made for the remuneration packages of CEO’s around the world.  None!   

Above all Christians should declare open contempt for the secular notion that we can negotiate life without reference to God and that we can do what we want.  The secularist’s program is falling apart right now and it is time that Christians affirmed the more biblical notion of responsibilities.  The earth and all that is in it belongs to God.  Of course Human Rights are important but not at the expense of human responsibilities.  Without a responsible community rights soon lead to anarchy.

A Social Justice Committee affirms human rights while recognizing the need for responsibilities for the common good of all humanity.   The concern is not simply individual justice but social justice: the harmony, nurture and health of a whole society. 

Dr Kevin Yelverton

Help change the world this Christmas

Contribute to the work of Caritas

By making a donation to Caritas Australia you can help to create positive change by alleviating poverty and bringing hope, life, peace and justice to many disadvantaged communities throughout the world, including Indigenous communities in Australia.

No matter the amount, your donation makes a difference. Caritas Australia will be grateful for any support you can give and donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

You can support Caritas Australia’s emergency appeals, development programs and education programs with a donation. You can donate via their website (www.caritas.org.au) or through their toll free phone number 1800 024 413 or by post. To mail a donation, post a cheque or money order to Caritas Australia: GPO Box 9830,Melbourne.

 
Bringing NILS to Geelong

What is NILS?

NILS (No Interest Loan Scheme) provides small loans to people on low incomes to purchase essential goods and services.  Loans are made without interest, fees or charges. NILS is based on the social justice principles of addressing inequality and disadvantage by providing a service based on dignity, trust, mutual respect and non-judgment.

How does it work?

Successful borrowers repay their loans over 12-18 months.  Loan repayments are recycled to provide further loans to other members of the community.

Who is involved?

NILS is a community-run service that relies very much on the strength and support of local community groups and of volunteers. The Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee has been one of the initiators of the scheme through two representatives on the Geelong NILS steering committee There are many ways in which to support our local NILS program, including volunteering your time, skills and talent, or offering resources or services in kind.

NILS is looking for volunteers!

Join us to operate a service that enables people living on low income to achieve greater social and economic participation.

We are looking for people who –

Enjoy being part of a dynamic group

Have a pro-active attitude

Want to contribute to the running of an effective and vibrant service

Want to contribute to our local community

For more information please contact: Elsie (5251 5007) or Peter: pattepe 99@yahoo.com.au
Elsie Teer
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         Kevin Yelverton
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wishes you a joyful Christmas and a peace- filled 2009
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