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The Message Stick “Pass it on Project” is a call by the Catholic Church for the Church and the Nation to give rightful recognition to Indigenous Australians. As a symbol of hope for Aboriginal reconciliation, the Message Stick has crisscrossed the Geelong region over the past month – it has been passed on to 9 parishes and 17 schools in 31 days.

There have been many and various activities to raise awareness of the need for reconciliation – from special liturgies, to assemblies, talks, flag raising ceremonies, classroom discussions and much conversation.
  The Message Stick was passed on to 26 locations in 31 days






         TARA WATTS AND MARITA FITZPATRICK RECEIVE

                                                                                                            THE MESSAGE STICK FOR THE GEELONG DEANERY

The whole project has signified a corporate willingness across Geelong Parishes to acknowledge and take some responsibility for addressing the injustices inflicted on Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders.

Against a current controversy about violence in Northern Territory Aboriginal settlements, participation in the Message Stick relay will hopefully generate greater momentum for the cause of reconciliation. 

Let us pray that the culmination of the Message Stick project at a gathering of the Catholic Church in Alice Springs this October will help to kindle a passion across the Nation to address the grievances of indigenous Australia.

Len Monk 

Coordinator of the Deanery Sub-Committee 
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Editorial Comment
REKINDLING RECONCILIATION

A

ustralia is a divided nation, and its most fundamental division is between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.  And that division exists in our church as well as in society at large.  These are the reasons why the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry called upon the Catholics of this diocese to rekindle national reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.  Responding to this call, a group of Catholics from around Victoria formed a group known as Catholics for Australian Reconciliation.  This group extended that call to rekindle Reconciliation to others throughout the State by the Message Stick program.

For Christians, the commitment to Reconciliation is not an optional one.  As St. Paul reminds us, Reconciliation is the very essence of God’s work for us in Jesus Christ: ‘He died for all’.  If Christ died for all, that includes Australia’s Indigenous peoples as well.  Therefore, to the extent that the rest of us reject or discriminate against Indigenous Australians, we resist God’s work of reconciling all humankind to Himself in Jesus.

What then must we do if we are to cooperate in this work of Reconciliation?  We must first of all acknowledge the continuing injustices that divide Indigenous Australians from the rest of us.  Before the British came, they ruled and owned this land and its peoples.  In other countries the colonising powers gave a semblance of justice to what they were doing by making Treaties with the Indigenous peoples.  No such treaty was made with Australia’s Indigenous peoples.  We need to work therefore for a Treaty or some such agreement to repay the debt for stolen sovereignty and land, as well as culture and children, owed to our Indigenous Australians.

We might argue that we did not invade the country or steal the land.  Therefore we cannot be guilty of crimes we had no part in.  Can guilt extend across time and generations?  St. Paul thought it could; as we heard from a Sunday reading during the Message Stick campaign, Christ ‘died for all’, i.e. for the sins of all people of all time.  So if St. Paul is correct, there is some sense in which guilt can extend across time.  

Perhaps one way of acknowledging both St. Paul and our reservations is this.  It is true that we paid for our land, and had no part in its seizure from the Wathaurong people.  But by the same token the land would never have been available to us live on or to buy if our forefathers had not stolen it in the first place.  Thus, we have inherited land with the debts of the forefathers still attached to it.  Our way of repaying the debt is to work for an agreement at State and National level with Australia’s Indigenous peoples to settle it.  This is the aim of the national Reconciliation movement. 

Secondly, to cooperate in the work of Reconciliation revealed to us by St. Paul as it applies to Indigenous Catholics, non-Indigenous Catholics need, in the words of the late Pope, to ‘receive joyfully’ the contribution of Indigenous Catholics to the life of the church.  Acknowledge in our parishes the Indigenous members.  Express that acknowledgment in our liturgies by observing such occasions as Aboriginal Sunday.  On these occasions use Aboriginal liturgical texts and prayers.  How many of our churches have any Aboriginal religious art in them?  The discussion booklet for the Message Stick program includes some samples of outstanding religious art from Indigenous artists. 

The work of Reconciliation is hard, so hard that Jesus had to die on a cross to bring it about.  But his resurrection from the dead offers us the promise that this glorious goal is achievable.


Justice News is a publication of the Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee, and is authorised and published by the Committee’s coordinator, Gordon Snowdon, 

c/- St Mary’s Parish Office 

Yarra Street 

Geelong 3220.
The Committee welcomes letters and comments in response to items published in Justice News.  All letters and comments are placed before the Committee and will be replied to wherever possible.  

The Committee can be contacted via its coordinator, Gordon Snowdon. The Committee’s contact person for media enquiries is Michael Leahy on 52561656
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Let's try and understand the plight of the Palestinians

When one looks at the history of Palestine from the time of the deception of the Arabs by the British and the French after the First World War until the present day, it becomes clear that the Palestinians have suffered terribly. 

In 1947 the United Nations passed a resolution calling for the partition of Palestine into Arab and Jewish states.  However in 1948, Ben Gurion, the Israeli Prime Minister, declared the establishment of the state of Israel.  Israel then started its all out push to expropriate Palestinian lands during which 750,000 Palestinian Arabs were uprooted from their homes and became refugees, mostly in squalid camps in the Gaza Strip, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.  Then in 1967, in the Six Day War, Israel seized the Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights in Syria, creating a further 400,000 refugees. Today, Israel, with the backing of the USA, uses more subtle, but no less effective means of expropriation.

Since 1967 the USA has provided Israel with $92 billion of aid which has enabled it to build an efficient army, equipped with the most modern weapons. This it has used to further expropriate Palestinian land, particularly on the West Bank, and in doing so destroyed thousands of Palestinian homes with their occupants ending up in the refugee camps. The Palestinians, with no effective army, or other means of defence, have resorted to suicide bombings.  However, it is well to remember that Israel is the aggressor in this conflict, which since 2000 has led to three times more Palestinians being killed than Israelis. 

Currently, following the supervised democratic election of the Hamas leadership of the Palestinian Authority, an economic boycott has been placed on the Palestinians by the USA and the European Union, and Israel has refused to remit $55 million each month in taxes that are due to the PLO. This combined with the Israeli closure of border crossings with the Gaza Strip, has led to a parlous state of affairs with food shortages and lack of essential medicines, and a virtual halt to the movement of Palestinians into Israel to meet their employment obligations.

Since 1967 Israel, with the support of the USA, has ignored numerous United Nations Resolutions, including those calling on Israel to withdraw from the land occupied during the 1967 war, the Palestinian right of self determination, the refugees right of return and many others. No wonder the Palestinians feel dispossessed and cheated.
Bill Snowdon

Pokies review 

A Clayton’s review?


The Victorian Government has established a review into the future of electronic gaming machines (and other forms of gambling) after 2012.
Our committee made a submission to this review.  That submission was rejected by the Department of Justice on the ground that its content violated a principle laid down by the government for the review: the 27,500 cap on pokies outside the casino was not open to review.  

Since our committee considered it had met the formal requirements for submissions, we protested on the grounds of procedural unfairness.  A meeting with department officials led to referral of our case to an independent arbitrator whose judgment we await.

The iniquity of the situation is this: having been warned (by the chair of a Parliamentary inquiry into local caps) of a possible flood of unallocated machines into Geelong, the citizens of Geelong and Victoria are not allowed to argue before a government panel that the cause of the pokies problem is that the State cap is far too high!

Michael Leahy
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Where Social Justice has gone missing

Some recent examples reported in the media

The media over the past few months has provided many examples of the lack of social justice to many groups in Australia, and the inequality this is causing.

The plight of the indigenous children whose physical and sexual abuse raised the ire of politicians raised many other issues for these children and their families - the lack of adequate housing, schools and job opportunities. There was much discussion about who is to blame and which government should be responsible for providing what.

Then there was the news that the Department of Housing is proposing to pull down the public housing units it owns in Carlton and replace them with units that will be 50% public housing and 50% private housing (no doubt expensive private given the area). The announcement was made with pride as an innovative way of re-vamping old ministry properties. There seems to be a lack of concern for the people who will be dislocated and the large number who will not be able to be accommodated in their former community or for the 35,000 families reportedly on the waiting list for public housing.

There was also news that people with mental health issues and those who are homeless are living in disgraceful squalor in supported accommodation.

All of these issues are occurring in our country at a time of great economic growth and with State and Federal governments proudly announcing record budgets surpluses while spending lavishly on events such as the Grand Prix and the Commonwealth Games.

Surely good health and education facilities for our indigenous communities, secure public housing for low-income families and proper supported accommodation for the vulnerable members of our community should be the hallmark of a civilised society, not big budget surpluses and glittering events.
Elsie Teer 

 ‘Cash for Council’ in Geelong





The foundation of justice in a modern democracy is a system of government that is transparent, and that enables all citizens to determine its good.  The report of the Victorian inspector of local government on business donations to certain candidates in the last council election casts doubts on the justice of our local government in Geelong.  The report recommended prosecution of one councillor for accepting more than $500 towards his campaign while a sitting councillor.  The Ombudsman is investigating conflict of interest allegations against some other councillors.  Neither investigation goes to the fundamental question of why this group of business people donated such large amounts to such a select group.  It beggars belief that such a carefully targeted set of donations by such a definite interest group could be merely a manifestation of magnanimous public spirit.

Michael Leahy

Offshore detention for all boat arrival asylum seekers 
Last year after the community spoke out in support of removing children from detention centres, the government responded and released the children.

As debate on the Government’s current proposal for offshore detention has been delayed until after Parliament's winter recess, there is now an excellent opportunity to pressure Senators and Federal MPs to reject this legislation.
“I call on the Prime Minister to reconsider the planned policy change and to fulfil Australia’s international asylum processing obligations on our own soil, treating those who seek our protection with the care and dignity they deserve.” 

Bishop Joseph Grech, Chairman of the Bishops’ Committee for Migrants and Refugees







