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UN Millennium Development Goals

At the Millennium Summit in September 2000
our government, along with all United Nations
Member States, set themselves eight goals, aiming
| 1o halve world poverty by 2015.
1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
- 1 &liHalve the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day by 2015

£ZHalve the proportion of people who suffer from hunger by 2015

2 Achieve universal primary education

3 Ensure that all children complete primary schooling by 2015

3 Promote gender equality and empower women
§ZEnsure girls have the same access to schooling as boys by 2015

Reduce child mortality
£ Cut infant and child deaths by two thirds by 2015

Improve maternal health

£ZReduce by three quarters the proportion of women dying in childbirth
by 2015

Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
§ZHalt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015
£ZBegin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases by 2015

Ensure environmental sustainability

{}Halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water
by 2015

€ Transform the lives of 100 million slum cwellers by 2020
€24 Reverse the loss of environmental resources by 2015
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8 Secure a global partnership for development

Address trade, debt, aid, public health and technology issues to
promote economic growth and poverty reduction by 2015
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One billion people still survive on less that USS1 a day and every year
nearly 11 million children die before their fifth birthday, mainly from
preventable illnesses.

Make the world's governments keep their promise.
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Spread the word
To find out more visit www.un org/millenniumgoals | cgyitas Australia
or wwwcaritas.org.au RACE0 qushaTe
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Aid increase not enough 

The increase in Australian overseas aid announced by Prime Minister Howard is welcomed but does not go far enough, said Mr Jack de Groot, CEO of Caritas Australia and Chairman of Australia’s Make Poverty History campaign.

“At the largest ever gathering of world leaders, the UN Summit on Millennium Development Goals in New York, Prime Minister Howard has forsaken his opportunity to demonstrate real leadership by setting a benchmark for increasing aid in his region,” Mr de Groot said in comments made exclusively to Justice News.
Prime Minister John Howard has announced that the Government aims to boost its overseas aid contributions by $1.5 billion before 2010. Foreign aid would rise from $2.5 billion to $4 billion, in initiatives that would focus in Asia Pacific.

“Any action which increases aid and alleviates the poverty of the world’s poorest people is welcome,” said Mr de Groot.

“But Australia made a promise in 2000 to halve poverty by giving 0.5% of national income in aid by 2010 and 0.7% by 2015. This announcement will mean Australia will only reach 0.36% by 2010.

“We need to be committed to making meaningful change to the lives of those who live in poverty. This is the beginning and end point of any increase in our aid budget. By that criteria, Australia is simply not there yet,” Mr de Groot said.

“Mr Howard has taken an impressive step in relation to the Pacific region but has forgone the opportunity to demonstrate leadership in relation to alleviating poverty for most of our Asian neighbours,” he said.
To support the work of Caritas Australia call 1800 024 413 or log on to www.caritas.org.au



	In 2001, a fishing boat equipped to carry 100 people, set sail from Indonesia, watched over by armed police. On board were crammed over 400 refugees mostly mothers and young children, seeking freedom and safety. The Siev-X, as the boat came to be called, never had a chance. After a night of sailing in terrible weather, it foundered and sank in international waters, with the deaths of 353 people including 146 children





The art on exhibition is by secondary school children from all over Australia including Christmas Is. It is a response to the loss of life and is a memorial to the people. It will become a basis for a permanent 

memorial to be set up on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra
At Wesley Uniting Church, Yarra St. Geelong

November 15th, 16th, 17th  
10 am to 4 pm daily
Enquiries:
Wesley Social Justice Committee


 5222 3749

                                                               Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee
      5221 4642


Free markets and Gospel values

T

oday we live in a nation and a world fraught with tension between free market economic principles on the one hand and human dignity on the other.  The United Nations needs to conduct the current Millennium Goals campaign because so many nations are poor.  They are poor mainly because colonisation has made them dependent upon an international trade system controlled by the rich Western nations.  These nations use their control of the trade rules to restrict entry of poor nations’ products in order to protect similar products from the rich countries.  But the rich nations still need the poor nations for their prosperity: for resources and markets.  So, although the poor nations are getting poorer through losses on trade and associated consequences, the rich nations keep them in the international system by aid, especially in the form of loans from the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.  Because the poor nations cannot afford to repay these loans, they go deeper and deeper into debt, and the poverty of their people, though not of their often corrupt leaders, gets worse.  According to free market principles, all nations should be better off because each trades what s/he doesn’t need in order to get what s/he needs.  In practice, however, the world doesn’t operate that way.

In Australia the Federal Government is introducing some radical industrial relations (IR) reforms in the name of the same free market principles.  Wages and conditions, according to those principles, should be set by free negotiations between individual workers and their employers, with the state prescribing only absolute minima.  Again such free market principles would be fine in theory if the equality of power between worker and employer that they presuppose were real.  In practice, however, power is not equally shared between worker and employer.  Thus, instead of the IR reforms creating a free labour market, they will enable employers to impose individual workplace contracts, dismiss workers arbitrarily, and drastically diminish the security and other conditions presently enjoyed by workers.  Above all, these IR reforms will abandon the almost unique Australian industrial principle of ‘wage justice’ determined by an independent judge.

The Gospel leaves us in no doubt that the needs of the poor take precedence in questions of distributions of the world’s goods.  The bishops of Vatican II applied this to the capitalist democracies of our times when they reminded us that ‘earthly goods’ had a ‘communal purpose’ (Abbott 1966, Gaudium et Spes 71 p. 281): private property rights are limited by the needs of the community as a whole.  Neither the poor nations of the world nor the workers of Australia can be justly denied their share of the world’s goods in the name of a particular economic system.  Moreover, the bishops of Vatican II and the Popes since then have continually reminded us that ‘Human labor … is superior to the other elements of economic life’ (Abbott 1966, Gaudium et Spes 67 p. 275).  This is because of the dignity of the worker: work is the means of self-expression, support for the family, unity with fellow workers, and service to one’s fellow human beings.  

Free market principles have a place in ordering the production and distribution of wealth, but that place is subordinate to the rights of the world’s citizens and the dignity of the nation’s workers.  Australian Christians ought to join with one another and with people of good will around the world in resisting impositions of these principles that fail to recognise these limits.

Justice News is a publication of the Geelong Catholic Social Justice Committee, and is authorised and published by the Committee’s coordinator, Gordon Snowdon, c/- St Mary’s Parish Office, Yarra Street, Geelong 3220.
The Committee welcomes letters and comments in response to items published in Justice News.  All letters and comments are placed before the Committee and will be replied to wherever possible.  The Committee can be contacted via its coordinator, Gordon Snowdon. The Committee’s contact person for media enquiries is Michael Leahy on 52561656
What we said to the Gambling Inquiry

A

s reported in our last issue, our committee had been invited to make a submission to the Regional Electronic Gaming Machine Caps Review Panel of the Victorian Parliament.  We collaborated with other churches and community groups over a period of months in our consideration of the evidence.  Since then each of these groups, including our own, has made a submission to this Panel.
The case we put to the Panel was that, since the present regional caps policy is ineffective in reducing exposure of citizens to the hazards of the pokies, caps should be further reduced across the State until that exposure is sufficiently reduced.  Indeed, we contended that the extent of this reduction should be sufficient to restore gambling to the status of a recreational pursuit rather than that of a major industry.  In our view, it is its present status as a major industry that is the cause of the social and health problems that we now confront.

Concretely, we proposed that the present total cap for the State of 27, 500 EGMs be progressively reduced over a period of 3 years to 17, 500, and the impact of these reductions on overall gambling losses and particularly of problem gamblers’ losses should be monitored by an independent research body.

We concluded by saying that if such studies show that these caps have not reduced significantly gamblers’ losses, and thus have not restored gambling to the status of a recreational pursuit, further cuts should be imposed until those ends are achieved.

Our submission will eventually be available for viewing on the Panel website page on the Department of Justice website.

Michael Leahy

Reaching the dawn through the path of night

J

enny is a woman with a grown-up family. Three years ago she became friends with Ali, a young Afghani man detained in Baxter Detention Centre. She heard how he had to run away from his country because all the men were being taken to fight for the Taliban.  He refused to do that, so he had to leave his wife and young baby, or stay and be killed. He hoped that by coming to Australia he might be able to make a new life for his family. Instead he was locked in detention for nearly 5 years. Jenny is not well-off, but she made the long journey from Victoria to South Australia many times to visit Ali and lift his spirits.

Jenny gave Ali a copy of a special book she had and she would often ring him and tell him the page she was reading and he would read it back to her. One of their favourite messages was: “One may not reach the dawn/ Save through the path of night”. Ali was also helped by a weekly ecumenical service, held by visiting clergy. Some of his friends criticised him for attending, but he said: “It calms my heart and after all, there is only one God”.

Recently Ali became severely depressed, but could not get specialist care because the hospital could not fit in any more depressed people from Baxter. Jenny was at last able to help organise his release from detention and he came out to live with her as her son. All his care was up to Jenny at first, because he was on a Bridging Visa, which meant he was not allowed to work, had no money, no social security or Medicare. He was recently granted a Temporary Protection Visa, which gives him a living allowance and some extra rights. He is also slowly getting better. Jenny and Ali are living in our area. Please remember them in your prayers.

Jan Hale

Surf Coast Rural Australians for Refugees

The names, Jenny and Ali, have been used to protect the privacy of these two people.
Come and hear how we can …
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Keynote Speaker: Rev Tim Costello, CEO World Vision
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is coming to Geelong next year!
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