PEACE AMBASSADOR TO VISIT AUSTRALIA

A former prime minister and foreign minister of Haiti will visit Australia in her new role as an ambassador of peace.

Claudette Werleigh was appointed Secretary General of the Catholic peace organisation, Pax Christi International, in November last year. In Australia, Pax Christi is an ecumenical organisation with other Christian churches as members.

Ms Werleigh, who is multi-lingual, describes herself as "a black woman with origin and cultural legacy from America and Africa". 

Her credentials are impressive. Until her latest appointment, Ms Werleigh was Director of the Conflict Transformation Program at the Life & Peace Institute in Uppsala, Sweden for eight years.

She led field activities aimed at strengthening peace-building in war-torn societies in the Horn of Africa, Democratic Republic of Congo and Congo Brazzaville.

She believes that since the attack on September 11 in the United States security has become the most important topic on the geopolitical agenda of world leaders.

"These attacks have furnished occasion and, at times, pretext for operating deep cuts in the application of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and placing restrictions on already agreed-upon individual citizens' rights," Ms Werleigh says.

Ms Werleigh lists gender equality and women's empowerment among her areas of interest.

She believes that women are crucial to ensure sustainable peace.

"Women are the backbone of society," she says. "They possess enormous strengths to give to the peace process, far beyond traditional family care."

Ms Werleigh will speak in several capital cities of Australia after she arrives in Brisbane on September 16.

Her topic: Rejoice! In war-torn societies, there are people working for peace.

For details of her agenda and arranging interviews contact 

David Buller on 9568 5914 buller.david@gmail.com or 

Harry Kerr 9893 4946; 0424 950 852 ahmkerr@hotmail.com
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