Make Poverty History – Resource Kit

Prepared by the combined Catholic Agencies of the Archdiocese of Melbourne

BACKGROUND  

In September 2000, at the United Nations Millennium Summit, 189 Nations including Australia agreed to halve global hunger and the most acute forms of poverty by 2015. The United Nations Millennium Declaration made a commitment to the world’s poor. The Declaration established 8 Goals that provide a framework and timetable for eradicating poverty. The 8 UN Millennium Goals are:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development

In order to reach these goals developed nations must honour their pledge to contribute 0.7% of gross national income to overseas aid and development programs. Australia and other developed nations have not realised this commitment. The task of overcoming poverty has fallen behind schedule. 

Make Poverty History is an international campaign aimed at ensuring that poverty reduction rests firmly within the consciousnesses of policy makers and the public. The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne supports the Make Poverty History campaign and calls on its members to take up the challenge of making poverty history. 

There are many ways in which your school can support the Make Poverty History campaign. Information contained within suggests a number of ways in which your school can support archdiocesan initiatives and become engaged in the campaign. 

SUGGESTED SCHOOL BASED ACTIVITIES  

1. Stand Up Against Poverty Day – Guinness Book of Records World Challenge.
15-16 October 2006 (visit www.millenniumcampaign.org)

2. G20 Letter writing campaign (see Attachment B)

3. School-based concert on Friday, 17th November 2006, co-inciding with the G20 Summit 

To maximise exposure to the Make Poverty History campaign and its objective of eradicating poverty, we encourage you to contact local media outlets and inform them of your activities. Further information or suggestions on these activities may be obtained by contacting the Melbourne Catholic Commission for Justice, Development and Peace on 
9926 57610 or justice@melbourne.catholic.org.au
There a number of resources available to those seeking to familiarise themselves with the Millennium Development Goals and the Make Poverty History campaign. Resources include:

i. Guest Speakers:

· Mary Anne Collins, Global Education Officer, Caritas Australia   Ph  9267 0317
· Marg Fyfe CSB, Diocesan Director,  Caritas Australia Ph 9926 5786
· Mark Clarke, Social Justice Officer, MCCJDP   Ph 9926 5710 
· Margaret Moore, Catholic Education Office Ph 9267 0321
· Kath Boyle, Columban Mission Society Ph 9375 9475
· Kevin Meese Catholic Missions Ph 9639 1344
· Devett O’Brien, YCW.  Contact Details: Ph 0420 311 271 
ii. Publications:
·  “Ending Hunger, How Far Can We Go?”   Bruce Duncan CSsR No 53 Catholic Social Justice Series. Australian Catholic Social Justice Council [Cost $6.00 available from MCCJDP]

· Make Poverty History Discussion Papers (visit www.makepovertyhistory.org.au)

· “Can aid be effective when corruption is present?

· “Make Poverty History Policy Call”

· “Goal 8 Report: Australia’s progress towards achieving Goal 8”

· “Expanding the Australian Aid Program within our Region”

· “Make Poverty History: Make Trade Fair”

· Kairos Catholic Journal 

www.kairos.com.au/content/view/261/41/
www.kairos.com.au/content/view/262/41/
www.kairos.com.au/content/view/263/41/
www.kairos.com.au/content/view/264/41/
iii. Websites:
· www.caritas.org.au
· www.millenniumcampaign.org)




· www.makepovertyhistory.org.au


· www.unmillenniumproject.org


· www.jecs.melb.catholic.edu.au


· www.oxfam.org.au 




· www.antipovertyweek.org.au 

· www.ncca.org.au/natsiec 



· www.vatican.va
iv. Church Resources:

· Church Statements (See Attachment A)

· Micah Challenge Kits “What can One Church Do?” 

                   (visit www.micahchallenge.org.au)

· Scripture References
Matthew 25:31-4  

Leviticus 19:10-13
Mark 10:17-23     

Exodus 23:11    
Luke 14:13-14 


Deuteronomy 14:28-29   

Deuteronomy 15: 7-11 

Deuteronomy 24:14-15   
Psalm 9:18 


Psalm 35:10 

Psalm 72:1-4     

Psalm12-14

· Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, 2004, Vatican  
v.  Micah Challenge
Micah Challenge Australia is part of a global campaign, which aims to deepen our understanding of justice issues and our engagement with the poor as an integral part of our faith. We want to make poverty history by encouraging our leaders to halve global poverty by 2015 through achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Micah Challenge takes it’s name from the words of the Old Testament Prophet, Micah who wrote in Chapter 6, verse 8:

“Hear what the LORD requires of you. To live justly and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.”  

Caritas Australia is an active member of the Micah Challenge (visit www.micahchallenge.org.au). 

vi. The Melbourne Catholic Commission for Justice, Development and Peace

The MCCJPD is keen to here of your school-based activities. Please contact the MCCJDP at justice@melbourne.catholic.org.au or 99265710 to express your involvement in the campaign or seek additional information. 
Attachment A

Most Rev Denis Hart, Archbishop of Melbourne: 

“Poverty ends life, inhibits education and denies adults basic privileges which we take for granted. The United Nations 8 Millennium Development Goals have mapped out a journey to be undertaken to radically transform human history by 2015. Our Catholic tradition has much to offer this action. We have a rich social doctrine and moral teaching which bids us to respond to the “cry of the poor”. The Make Poverty History campaign provides us a way to join with others in this work. I invite you to support the shared work undertaken by Agencies of the Archdiocese in promoting awareness of the campaign in schools, parishes, deaneries and associated groups. The Make Poverty History Campaign enables us to make others aware of those who suffer and the hope that the Good News brings to those who hunger for justice.”(2005)

Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Vatican Secretary of State

“It remains an obligation in justice and service of human dignity to attain and even surpass the Millennium Development Goals, thereby establishing an essential pre-condition for peace and collective security. The poor cannot wait.” (2005)

Pope John Paul II

“When the common good is promoted at every level, peace is promoted.”(2005)

Pope Benedict XVI

“People from the world's richest countries should be prepared to accept the burden of debt reduction for heavily indebted poor countries, and should urge their leaders to fulfil the pledges made to reduce world poverty, especially in Africa, by the year 2015.” (2005)
Attachment B: G20 Letter Writing Guide
Overview of the G-20

In November this year, the G-20 forum is being held in Melbourne and hosted by Mr Peter Costello, Australia’s Federal Treasurer. The G-20 is an informal forum that seeks to promote discussion between developed and emerging-market countries on issues related to global economic stability. 

Members of the G-20 include the Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. Also represented are the European Union, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Combined, they represent 90% of the global economy, 80% of world trade and 60% of the global population. 

Members of the G-20 have enormous influence on the world economy. Thus, their meeting in Melbourne in November is a critical opportunity to take the next step in eradicating extreme poverty.

Key Asks

The Australian Make Poverty History campaign is urging all participants at the G20 to focus on fairer trade regulations, debt relief and increases in overseas aid and development expenditure.  

· On aid, Make Poverty History is requesting that all G-20 participants commit to a timetable to achieve as a proportion of Gross National Income of 0.5% by 2010 and 0.7% by 2015. 
· On debt, Make Poverty History is requesting the full cancellation of debt for countries whose debt level prevents them from achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

· On trade, Make Poverty History is requesting that the international trade rules be re-written in favour of the world’s poorest countries, enabling them to develop their economies, protect crucial food crops and build their own industries so that one day they can compete internationally as equals. 

Action

In 2000, all world leaders at the UN Millennium Summit made a commitment to halve world poverty by 2015. They set eight Millennium Development Goals with specific, time-bound and achievable targets. The Millennium Declaration introduced the MDGs with these words:

“We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently subjected.”

Although there have been steps in the right direction it still cannot be said that Australia and other rich countries are “sparing no effort” in the fight against poverty. For instance: 

· Eight million lives could be saved every year if minimal healthcare was available in developing countries 

· One woman dies every minute as a result of problems in pregnancy or child birth, of which, 99% are in developing countries 

· A child dies every 15 seconds from water-related diseases 

· Half the world’s population lives on less than $US2 per day

The Australian Make Poverty History campaign calls on all participants at the G-20 to take responsibility for addressing the insidious plight of the world’s poor. Extreme poverty is preventable. Immediate action is needed. 

Tips for Letter Writing

· Keep your letter brief – one or two pages. 

· Be clear as to the reasons for your letter. 

· Be clear about the point(s) you want to communicate. 

· Use a concluding paragraph that calls for a specific action. 

· Let the recipient know that you are looking forward to their response.

· Sign the letter and include your name and address
· Keep a copy of your letter.
· Keep your letter positive and full of hope 
· Visit www.makepovertyhistory.org.au
G 20 Contact List

All Embassies and High Commissions in Australia may be found at 

http://www.info.dfat.gov.au/Info/WebProtocol/WebProtocol.nsf/homeforma?openform&D
	Argentina
	Secretary of Finance:

Dr. Alfredo MacLaughlin.

Ministry of Economy and Production: 

Hipólito Yrigoyen 250

(1310) Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires

Argentina

http://www.mecon.gov.ar/finance/

	
	Australia
	Mr Peter Costello 

Treasurer,

Suite 1
1343 Malvern Road
Malvern Vic 3144
Tel: (03) 9822 4422

or

House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600



	Brazil
	Mr. Guido Mantega

Minister of Finance of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

Phone: 55-61-34122515

Fax: 55-61-34121721

email:gabinete.df.gmf@fazenda.gov.br
http://www.fazenda.gov.br/


	
	Canada
	The Hon. James M. Flaherty 
Department of Finance Canada
140 O'Connor Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 CANADA

jflaherty@fin.gc.ca


	China
	H.E. Mr Jin Renqing
Finance Minister

Administration Office of Ministry of Finance 

Sanli he nan san Avenue

Xicheng District,
Beijing

People’s Republic of China

*Available in Chinese Characters as jpg file from CCJDP on (03) 9926 5710 


	
	France
	Thierry Breton
Ministre de l'Économie, des finances et de l'industrie

des finances et de l'industrie - 

direction des affaires juridiques

DAJ - 6 rue Louise Weiss

75703 Paris Cedex 13

France

	Germany
	German Finance Minister:

H. Peer Steinbrück. 

Bundesministerium der Finanzen

Wilhelmstraße 97

10117 Berlin

Germany/ Deutschland

To email him, please follow this link: http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/cln_05/nn_3272/EN/Service/Contact__us/node.html__nnn=true.

	
	India
	H.E. Mr. P. Chidambaram, 

Finance Minister of India

Government of India

Ministry of Finance

Office: North Block, 

New Delhi- 110 011 

INDIA

http://www.finmin.nic.in



	Indonesia
	Finance Minister Dr Sri Mulyani

Departemen of Keuangan  (Department of Finance) 

Jl. Lap. Banteng Timur  2 - 4 

Jakarta 10710

Indonesia 

Ph 0011 62 21 344 930


	
	Italy
	Dr. Tommaso PADOA-SCHIOPPA. 

Ministero dell'Economia e delle Finanze 

Via XX Settembre, 

97 - 00187 ROMA

ufficio.stampa@tesoro.it
http://www.mef.gov.it

	Japan
	Finance Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki

The Ministry of Finance

3-1-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ward

Tokyo, Japan

100-8940
	
	Mexico
	Mr Jose Francisco Gil-Diaz

Palacio Nacional s/n 

1er. Patio Mariano, 3er. Piso

Oficina 3045

Col. Centro CP 6000

Cuauhtemoc, Mexico D.F.

	Russia
	Alexei Kudrin

Minister of Finance 

4, Staraya Square, 

Moscow, 103132

Russia


	
	Saudi Arabia
	Minister of Finance

Ibrahim Abdulaziz Al-Assaf

Riyadh Zipcode 11177
Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia
Minister@mof.gov.sa

	South Africa
	Mr Trevor Andrew Manuel
Minister of Finance

305 Robson Street

PORT NOLLOTH  8280

Republic of South Africa
	
	South Korea
	Mr. Oh-Kyu Kwon

Finance Minister and Deputy Prime Minister

Ph 0011 (82) (02) 

Fax: 0011 (82) (02) 502 9990

Email:   dshane@mofe.go.kr
Finance Ministry Department Government Gwachun Building

88 Kwanmoonro 

Gwachun City

Kyungkido 427-725
Republic of Korea  


	Turkey
	Sayin (Mr.) Kemal Unakitan

Finance Minister

Maliye Bakanligi (Finance Ministry)

Dikmen Caddesi No 2, 

Bakanliklar 

Ankora

Turkey


	
	UK
	Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer
HM Treasury
1 Horse Guards Road
LONDON SW1A 2HQ

ministers@hm-treasury.gsi.gov.uk

	USA
	Henry M Paulson Jr

Secretary of the Treasury 

Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20220
Fax: (202) 622-6415

	
	European Union
	JOAQUÍN ALMUNIA
Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs

European Commission 

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium
Email Comments at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/almunia/contact/online/index_en.htm
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