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I. INTRODUCTION

The first president of Indonesia, Soekarno, used the conditions of the Cold War in the 1960s to engage the support of Communist Russia in the invasion and occupation of the indigenous Melanesians homeland in West Papua. Soekarno claimed his objective was to liberate Papuan from Dutch colonialism. In support of his ambition, he claimed West Papua had been part of the Majapahit Empire in the 13th century, was under the control of the Sultanate of Tidore in the 17th century, and was part of the Dutch East Indies until 1949.

We need to ask now if the Indonesian military-government has freed indigenous Melanesian West Papuan real free from colonialism?

The Catholic Church, Protestant Churches, human rights organizations in West Papua and in Indonesian, and TAPOL in London estimate that more than 100.000 indigenous Papuans have been killed or have disappeared since 1963. Yale University in America, the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney go further, and categorize Indonesian governanace in West Papua as genocidal for the West Papuans. I would like to say that the World Health Organization reported in 1969 that there were 816,896 indigenous Melanesians in Dutch New Guinea, and 770,000 in Australian New Guinea. Thirty-six years later, in January 2006, the organisation that Papua New Guinea’s Melanesian population numbered 5.7 million, while in West Papua there were only 1.3 million. 

Please ask yourselves where the other 4. 4 West Papuans have gone? 
II. HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AS THE STRATEGY TO KEEP WEST PAPUA INSIDE INDONESIA

After West Papua was occupied by the Indonesian military-government in 1963 (supported by Communist Russia and America and also by the United Nations) only 1,022 West Papuans (0.1% of the population) were permitted to vote in the Act of Free Choice ballot in 1969. That gross injustice continues to stimulate indigenous Papuans to question Indonesia and the United Nations about West Papua's political status. The answers lie with the tortured, raped, imprisoned, kidnapped, killed and disappeared of our people--some well documented by Amnesty. Human rights abuse is a policy-based strategy to silence indigenous Papuans and annihilate their aspirations for political status outside the Indonesian state.

Please ask yourselves whether human rights abuses and genocide are the best way to main Indonesia's territorial integrity? 
III. WE SHOULD STOP THE GENOCIDE AND ABUSE OF WEST PAPUANS HUMAN RIGHTS

The rights, responsibilities, and dignity of human beings were guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 (Articles 4, 5, 6, and 7).
 They were also outlined in the Preamble of the Indonesian 1945 Constitution, in Point 2 of the five basic principles of the Republic of Indonesia 
 mentioned about humanity should protecting. The Exodus Verse 20:13 of the Holy Bible New International version
 mentioned that you shall not murder. They are also constituted in Al-Qur’an
, article 1 DUHAM mentioned that the human have been born with the rights of freedom, dignity and equality and article 2 DUHAM mentioned that the human have the rights of all kind of freedom. 
These secular and sacred and political documents give us licence to stop human rights abuses and genocide in West Papua, and in others place around the World, because they oppose God's law, International law, Indonesian law, and common morality. The continuation of human rights abuses and genocide is the continuing humiliation of human rights and dignity.

Each of us should ask whether our silence over West Papua means we are part of a movement to deprave the dignity of humanity and of the human race. 

IV. SOLVING THE HUMAN DISASTER IN WEST PAPUA

For 43 years human rights organizations have worked hard to stop human rights abuses and genocide in West Papua, but they have never addressed the core of the problem.
If they want to be successful they must firstly know and understand the core of the problem. Human right abuses and genocide are simply an EFFECT of the problem which is, unarguably, a political problem. Governments and grassroots organisations must be courageous in addressing this core, this political problem if they are serious in wanting to stop the genocide in West Papua. 

The case of West Papua is an international issue, involving the eighty-four nation states that signed UN General Assembly Resolution 2504 on 19 November 1969. This resolution gave the Indonesian military- government licence to continue its occupation of West Papua.  

When Jakarta negotiated with GAM to solve Aceh's political problem, the European Union Parliament, the USA, Japan and World Bank were involved. Why, therefore, would Jakarta not welcome the involvement of these 84 countries that are responsible, directly or indirectly, for West Papua's problems. 

There are clear steps to be taken to stop human rights abuses and genocide in West Papua:

1.
Withdraw all kinds of military troops from the territory of West Papua.

2.  
Uphold and enforce the supremacy of the laws of peace and justice in West Papua.
3.  
Guarantee freedom of speech and opinion for West Papuans. 
4.  

Pressure the Indonesian military-government to negotiate with the West Papua National Authority, which has political, diplomatic, military, and intelligence wings, rather than with religious, traditional and women’s organizations.
5.  

Recognize religious, traditional, and women’s organizations as re-conciliators, mediators, researchers, advisers, facilitators and protectors.
6. 

Let Papuans choose their future according to the principle of democracy (one person, one vote) under the scrutiny of international peacekeepers.
V. CONCLUSION   
The Indonesian military-government continues to perpetrate human rights abuses and genocide on the indigenous Melanesian people of West Papua.

These activities of the Indonesian military-government should be stopped because they are contradict God's law, international law, common morality, the Indonesian 1945 Constitution, and Pancasila (the five principles of the Republic of Indonesia)

Liberating West Papuans from human rights abuses and genocide means creating respect for the dignity of human beings. 

VI. JACOB’S PIC TORIAL BIOGRAPHY

Jacob Rumbiak was born in the village of Yabon, in the highland district of Ayamaru in the former Dutch New Guinea. His parents are originally from Biak-Numfoor Island on the north coast. Both of them were primary school teachers, his father also a Protestant pastor. His mother passed away in 1982, when he was studying in West Java, Indonesia.

In 1987, he was an academic at the Indonesian National Scientific Institute; the Physical Geography Research Institute for East Indonesia; and the Environment Resource Institute of Indonesia. Later, in Australia, he was appointed Senior Research Associate at the Globalism Institute, RMIT University, Melbourne.
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Readings Bookstore, Carlton, Melbourne. Launch: Paradise Betrayed—West Papua’s Struggle for Independence (Quarterly Essay, Issue 7, 2002. Schwartz Publishing)
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Launch: Xanana’s Autobiography, To Resist is to Win, Melbourne, May 2000

In 1989 he was incarcerated by the Indonesian Republic, and charged with subversion. He was moved from one prison to another, (eight military prisons and four civil prisons), from West Papua to West Java. In Tangerang prison he was in solitary confinement for two-and-a-half-years at the top of a thirty-foot stone tower. In 1996, the International Committee of Red Cross based in Geneva negotiated with the Indonesian Authority, and he was moved out of Tangerang to Cipinang Prison, which he described as a ‘first-class Indonesian jail’. There he met Xanana Gusmao (left) who is now President of the democratic country of Timor Lorosae.

Xanana Gusmao and Jacob Rumbiak, 

‘Suharto-down day’, Cipinang Prison, 1998
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Since 1999, he has been a foreign diplomat for West Papua’s independence struggle, and since 2004, the Coordinator, Foreign Affairs, West Papua National Authority.

Between 2 August and 7 September 1999, he was a United Nations observer of the historic referendum in East Timor.

He was a member of the West Papua delegation to the Pacific Islands Forum in Fiji in 2002, and to New Zealand in 2003.

He was also a member of the recent West Papua delegation to the European Union in Brussels, and to the British Government in London. 

In 2004, on behalf of the West Papua National Authority, he visited the Japanese Foreign Affairs Department in Tokyo

Prime Minister of Fiji, Laisenia Qarase, December 2001

Launch United West Papua National Front for Independence, Wewak, February 2002. Sir Michael Somare, Drs. Albert Kaliele, Martinus Kambu, Simon Mosso, Pastor Terry Yoku, and Jacob Rumbiak.

In Feruary 2004, the organisation’s name was changed to West Papua National Council; and on 16 August 2004 to West Papua National Authority.
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