The Summit Online
1st Sunday of Advent			

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will
it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before
the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they
suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will
be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in
the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone
grinding, one is taken, one left.
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your
master is coming. You may be quite sure of this, that if the
householder had known at what time of the night the burglar
would come, he would have stayed awake and would not
have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house.
Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.’
(Matthew 24:37–44)

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

Matthew’s Gospel is written for a mostly Jewish audience
who had converted to Christianity. Because of this Jewish
background, Matthew often uses images and incidents
from the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament, with which
his community is very familiar. For Matthew, Jesus is the
fulfillment of the prophecies of old, and the Messiah who has
long been awaited.
In this text, Jesus twice uses the title ‘Son of Man’ to describe
himself. It is an ambiguous term because it can simply mean a
human being but is also used in the Hebrew Scriptures to refer
to the one who will be judge and saviour of all.
• Explore how the term ‘Son of Man’ is an apt one for Jesus to
use of himself.
• This text points to the early church’s belief that the end
times—the second and final coming of Christ—were
imminent and that believers should be ready at all times for
this unexpected event.
• Explain how this expectation arose and was later modified in
the early church. How can we live in expectation today? What
does that mean for followers of Christ?

D I D YOU K NOW?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS

Points of interest and Catholic lore

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Advent is a four week season of preparation for the coming
of Christ at Christmas. The word ‘advent’ means coming.
Advent takes up this theme in looking forward to the coming
of Christ at Christmas, and especially in looking towards the
future coming of Christ at the end times.
• The early church believed that the second coming of
Christ—the Parousia—was imminent. It could happen at any
moment.
• The first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the
church’s liturgical year.
• This is Year A of the liturgical calendar, during which the
Lectionary readings come predominantly from the Gospel of
Matthew.

• How do you cope when the unexpected occurs in your life?
• In what ways are you ‘alert to life’?
• Exchange some memories of unexpected events in your
life that took you completely by surprise. How did you
cope? What did you do? You could contrast this by sharing
stories of an occasion when you spent a great deal of time
and energy in preparing for something that you knew was
coming. How did it feel when the long-awaited event finally
arrived? Was the preparation useful?
• • Be alert and watchful for the needs of others this week,
and be ready to respond to those needs. Rejoice in the
unexpected.
• One of the prayers of the early church that is linked with
this season of waiting and longing is the Aramaic word
Maranatha, which means ‘Come Lord.’ Use this prayer as a
mantra this week.
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The celebration of a feast to honour the birth of Jesus did not
emerge in the West until the fourth century. Scholars generally
note that by ad 336, such a feast was in place and celebrated in
Rome on 25 December. This comparatively late development
of a feast to celebrate the birth of Christ may seem surprising
to contemporary Christians, for whom Christmas is so central.
However, we must remember that the earliest Christians
expected the glorious return of Christ in their own lifetimes. It
was only with time and an obvious delay to the Second Coming
that such a feast could emerge. Furthermore, time provided the
opportunity for a greater and more mature theological reflection
on the mysteries of the incarnation and the Second Coming.
Advent, as a period of preparation for the feast of Christmas,
developed later still. There is no evidence of such a preparatory
time in Rome until well into the sixth century. It was Pope
Gregory the Great (ad 590–604) who established a four-week
liturgical preparation for Christmas, but the eschatological
(end-time) themes of the Second Coming were not established
until the Middle Ages.
• You could discuss the liturgical symbols and colours of
Advent and some of the ways that Christians can use this
time of waiting to prepare for the coming of Christ at
Christmas.
• You could introduce some Advent traditions, such as the
Advent wreath or the Advent calendar.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
Advent has a past, present and future dimension. We look back
to the events of Bethlehem when Christ first entered the world;
we reflect on Christ’s presence today, and we look forward with
joy to the future coming of Christ. Today’s gospel reminds us
that we must be ready for that coming.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• Invite candidates and catechumens to make their own Advent
wreath for use in their homes during the period of Advent.
Are there ways they could be involved in making the Advent
wreath that will be used in your community liturgies?
• Use an Advent wreath as a focus for prayer during this
season. Pray for each other as you prepare to welcome Jesus
into your lives. You could use or adapt the candle lighting
ritual in Gather Australia (GA 272). There are also a number
of Advent songs you could use (GA 277–285). Conclude with
the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94E.
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2nd Sunday of Advent		

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:
A voice cries in the wilderness
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan
district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by
him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to
fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant,
produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell
you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones.
Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any
tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but
the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am
not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear
his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’
(Matthew 3:1–12)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Luke’s Gospel suggests that John the Baptist and Jesus were
cousins, but there is no hint of this in Matthew.
• John the Baptist was not alone in his criticism and rejection
of the soft religious life in the cities of Palestine. There
were others, too, who withdrew from what they saw as the
corruption of the temple cult and retreated to the dessert to
live a life of prayer and asceticism. The best known of these
groups were the Essenes of the Dead Sea region. It is likely
that John was in some way associated with them.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

During Advent in Year A, the first reading always comes from
the prophet Isaiah. It is useful to pay particular attention to his
voice, noticing the development of the vision and images he
puts before us relating to the meaning of Jesus for the church
and the world. In last week’s reading, Isaiah sees what is to
come: the nations assembling, surrendering to the Lord, laying
down the weapons of war, beating them into the useful tools of
farming and peaceful life. Today, Isaiah describes the qualities
of the Spirit of the Lord and the just judgments this brings,
resulting in a world of no conflict. In next week’s text, Isaiah
describes the glorious and triumphant coming of the Lord and
the healing of all that is broken. In the final week of Advent,
Isaiah speaks of the maiden who will conceive and give birth to
one who is ‘God-is-with-us’.
• Explore together these readings from Isaiah and the idyllic,
joyous and triumphant world they depict.
• In what ways are these readings a reflection of the kingdom
of heaven that the Baptist says is near at hand?
• What insights does Isaiah offer to the church for our
understanding of the mission and ministry of Jesus?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• In what ways are you preparing a way for the Lord to come
into your life at Christmas and at baptism?
• What ‘good fruit’ have you produced so far in your life?
• Recall some occasions when you were very conscious that
you had produced ‘good fruit’ or done something really well.
Have there also been occasions when you failed in such a task
or were found wanting, when you knew you could have done
better? Share your reflections.
• Withdraw a little this week from the hectic celebrations of
Christmas cheer and concentrate instead on waiting and
prayerfully preparing for what is to come. Give thought to the
real meaning of Christmas and contemplate what the ‘advent’
of Christ meant to the world.
• Use today’s gospel acclamation as your prayer this week:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!

• The Essenes established a community at Qumran on the
shores of the Dead Sea. It was this community that left the
wonderful legacy of the Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in the
1940s. These scrolls have proven invaluable to scholars in
throwing light on the religious practices of the day.
• Advent is a time in which we too are invited to withdraw a
little in prayer and contemplation.
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

A prophet is one who speaks for God in a particular time and
to a particular society. A prophet is not one who sees into the
future but. rather, looks critically at the present reality and
reads the ‘signs of the times’.
• Discuss what this notion means.
Isaiah was one of the great prophets of the biblical tradition.
• Give some historical background to the book of Isaiah and
the message it presented to the people of the time.
• Introduce some of the other major prophets of Israel and
discuss their role in calling the people back their obligations
under the covenant.
• Discuss who the ‘modern prophets’ may be today and how
their message is received?

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
The Baptist’s words are a call to a new beginning, a realignment
of the road we are taking. We are reminded that the kingdom
of God is close at hand and that to be a part of the kingdom, we
must produce good fruit or be judged unworthy.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• What special actions of preparation for the coming of
Jesus are offered in your faith community? Are there ways
that catechumens can be invited to participate in those
preparations? Does the community make any special efforts
to combat loneliness or isolation in the lead-up to Christmas?
• Use the Advent wreath as a focus for prayer again. Pray for
all those who need to hear the word of God in their lives. You
could sing ‘Prepare the way’ (GA 284). Conclude with the
prayer of blessing in RCIA at §97C.
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3rd Sunday of Advent		

EXPLORING THE WORD

GOSP E L

the dead are raised to life, and good news is proclaimed to the
poor! Such were the signs of the coming of the Lord that Isaiah
had prophesied. Such are the actions that Jesus undertakes! His
identity is clear for all who have the eyes to see it.

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

• How do you recognise Jesus in the events and actions of your
life?

Year A

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent
his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or
have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go
back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again,
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to
the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the
people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go
out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear
fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go
out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than
a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:
‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you.
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater
than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’
(Matthew 11:2–11)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The Word Messiah means ‘anointed one’ in Hebrew. The word
Christ means the same thing in Greek.
• The healing of those who are afflicted was one of the signs
given in the Hebrew Scriptures that the Messiah had
come. When the blind see and the deaf hear; when the
downtrodden are raised up and the lame walk, the reign of
God will have come.
• John the Baptist was arrested and executed by Herod Antipas,
son of Herod the Great and ruler of Galilee, because John
had criticised Antipas for his marriage to his brother’s wife,
Herodias, who was also his niece.

E X P LORING T HE WORD
As we have already noted, one of the main purposes of
Matthew’s Gospel is to reveal Jesus as the long awaited Messiah
of the Jews to Matthew’s largely Jewish community. In this
text, Matthew cites the evidence that is before their eyes. Why
is it necessary for John to question the identity of Jesus when
his own eyes and ears will give him the answer he seeks? The
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,

• In what ways are we called to continue the actions of Jesus in
the world today?
• What do you think is meant by the final line of today’s gospel:
‘the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is’?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• When you look at our contemporary world, what do you ‘see
and hear’?
• How distant is this reality from the kingdom of God?
• Who are the people today who gather ‘a great following’?
What is their message? How different is that message from
the one brought by John?
• Who are some of the ‘great’ people you have encountered
in your life—not those who are famous or wealthy, but
those who have had a profound influence on you. Share the
memories of the gift you received from such people. Who are
the great people who have made timeless contributions to the
world? What has been their legacy?
• This week, find ways to be ‘good news’ to others, especially
those who are sick or alienated or marginalised.
• Use today’s entrance antiphon as your prayer this week:
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Indeed the Lord is near.

S HARING THE TRADITIO N
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The word gospel means ‘good news’. The four accounts of the
life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus are at the heart
of the Christian Scriptures. Each of the four gospels presents
its story of Jesus according to the particular needs of the
community for which it was written. There are some differences
of theological perspective but overwhelming consistency in the
overall picture of Jesus that emerges.
• Using Bibles, point out the division between the Hebrew
and Christian Scriptures and explain, if necessary, the
arrangement of chapters and verses.
• Give some brief introductory material on the particular
theological perspective and major themes of each of the four
gospels.
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• Give particular emphasis to the Gospel of Matthew, which
will form the basis of catechesis and mystagogy over the
coming months.

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

• Explain how Catholic Christians read the text not as literal
history but as the Word of God and as theological reflection
on the person of Jesus, his identity and his role in God’s plan
for the salvation of the world.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
After the period of the exile—when Israel had been defeated,
the temple destroyed and the people taken into captivity in
Babylon—there developed a belief that a Messiah would come,
an ‘anointed one’ of God, who would restore Israel’s greatness
and usher in a new era characterised by justice, peace and joy.
The Messiah was the one who would inaugurate the kingdom
or reign of God. The action of this text proclaims that the
Messiah has indeed come.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• Does your parish community offer opportunities for people
to reflect on, discuss or pray the Scriptures outside of the
Sunday liturgy? Are there ways in which catechumens can
become involved?
• Use the ritual lighting of the Advent wreath candle. You
could play some reflective music and spend time in quiet
contemplation of the signs of Christ’s presence in the world.
Pray that all are enriched by their journey through the
gospel. Use a suitable Advent song of waiting and yearning.
Conclude with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94A.
• You could consider giving a Bible to each catechumen as an
early Christmas gift and as a means to helping them deepen
their faith and understanding.
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4th Sunday of Advent		

Year A

GOSP E L
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This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together she
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to spare her
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up
his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what
is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save
his people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the
words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up
he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took
his wife to his home.
(Matthew 1:18–24)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• In Matthew’s Gospel, Joseph is the main protagonist in the
infancy narrative, while Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus
centres on Mary and her response.
• There are significant differences between the two accounts,
which can be understood as reflecting the particular
theological perspective of each author and the way each seeks
to point to the identity of Jesus and address the concerns of
his own community.
• Did you notice that there is no stable or manger in Matthew’s
account of Jesus’ birth? Jesus is born at the home of Joseph
and Mary, who live in Bethlehem. Look at the birth stories in
Luke (chapters 1–2) and in Matthew (chapters 1–2) and see
who visits the infant Jesus.

E X P LORING T HE WORD

EXPLORING THE WORD

his infancy narrative. The child Jesus is the fulfillment of the
ancient prophecy that the maiden will conceive ‘God-withus’. God has freely chosen to come among people. The second
important point in this text is Joseph’s response. The anguish
and turmoil he must have felt is overcome by his trust in God’s
ways, and he obeys. He simply ‘did what the angel told him
to do’. Through his trust and acceptance of God’s will, human
history will never be the same because ‘God-is-with-us’.
• You could tell something of the story of King Ahaz (featured
in the first reading) and his disregard of God’s commands
and compare this with the response of Joseph.
• What does this convey of the nature of faith?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Have you ever undertaken a bold and trusting action, even
though you were dubious about the outcome?
• How was your trust rewarded?
• Spend some time thinking about how each of these
characters would feel: Mary, the young maiden, who finds
herself inexplicably with child; Joseph, the man who must
have doubted her fidelity and felt betrayed by her. Each
character took a great risk in accepting this situation as God’s
will and being willing to see where it would take them.
• Have you ever had the experience of having made up your
mind to do something, only to have doubt cast on your
chosen path by an ‘inner sense’ or ‘gut feeling’? How well
did you trust in your own intuition? What was the outcome?
Conversely, have you ever taken a great risk, with little idea
of the outcome but with a willingness to follow that path
wherever it may lead? Share your reflections.
• Try to be intuitive to God’s voice this week. What is being
communicated to you at this time in your life?
• Learn by heart and pray often one of the most loved prayers
of the Church, the Hail Mary:
Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now, and at the hour of our death. Amen.

In Palestine, the betrothal period was akin to our period of
engagement but was somewhat more binding. The couple are
considered married but have not yet come to live together.
An indiscretion of the nature described by Matthew requires
a formal divorce and thus public knowledge. Joseph seeks to
spare Mary this public disgrace, but God intercedes and alerts
Joseph to the real identity of this child, which is in her ‘by the
Holy Spirit’. For Matthew, this is the most important point of
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

In the two stories that have come down to us of the birth of
Jesus, one of the common aspects is the faith response of the
two protagonists. Both Mary and Joseph face risking their
personal security in the world of their time by choosing to
cooperate in God’s plan. The price, especially for Mary, is high.
If she is found to have committed adultery, the penalty, under
Jewish law, is death (see John 8:1–11). Instead, they risk all and
place their trust in God’s ways, becoming for the church the
models of discipleship.
• You could explore the response of Mary offered in Luke’s
Gospel.
• You could identify images of Mary and Joseph in your church
or parish buildings. Point out the difference between revering
an image and honouring the one it represents.
• The Catechism of the Catholic Church offers useful material in
discussing the role of Mary in God’s plan for salvation and in
the Church.
• You could explore the concept of discipleship and what is
required of catechumens as they journey towards baptism.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
One of the common ways for God to communicate with
human beings, as related in the Hebrew Scriptures, is through
dreams—Abraham, Jacob, Joseph and Hannah are famous
examples. In this text, God communicates the importance of
this child and the integrity of his mother to Joseph using this
favoured method. Being intuitive to the voice of God is an
important aspect of faith.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• The Australian Church has become a multicultural church,
with the traditions of many lands finding expression here,
especially in the way Mary and Joseph are honoured. Are
there particular traditions or ways of celebrating special feasts
in your parish? You could explain the origin and symbolism
of these.
• Use the Advent wreath and candle-lighting ritual again. In
your prayer, give honour to Mary and Joseph for the way they
cooperated with God’s plan. Pray that catechumens also come
to be true disciples. A suitable song might be ‘Come to set us
free’ (GA 277). Conclude with the Blessing in RCIA at §97D.
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[Here we use the gospel reading for Midnight Mass.]
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole
world to be taken. This census—the first—took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his
own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea,
to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of
David’s House and line, in order to be registered together
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they
were there the time came for her to have her child, and
she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there
was no room for them at the inn. In the countryside close
by there were shepherds who lived in the fields and took
it in turns to watch their flocks during the night. The angel
of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord
shone round them. They were terrified, but the angel said,
‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a
joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of
David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly
with the angel there was a great throng of the heavenly
host, praising God and singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to those who enjoy his favour.’

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

The gospel reading for the Midnight Mass is Luke’s brief but
profound description of the birth of Jesus. Only the Gospels
of Matthew and Luke give any information on this remarkable
event, and both represent the unfolding of christological
understandings over time. It is likely that Luke uses the
device of the census to explain why Mary and Joseph are in
Bethlehem, the predicted birthplace of the Messiah, when it
is common knowledge that Jesus came from Nazareth. At the
centre of Luke’s story is the proclamation of the birth to the
shepherds in the fields and their reaction to it. (In Matthew,
the proclamation comes to the Gentile magi or wise men.) At
the time, shepherds were regarded as among the lowest of the
population. They did not have a good reputation and were not
to be trusted! But it is to these, not the high and mighty of the
land, that God chooses to announce the birth of the saviour.
In the continuation of the text, the shepherds are shown as
accepting the proclamation and going ‘with haste’ to Bethlehem
to ‘see the thing that has taken place.’ They are not checking
the veracity of the angel’s story but believe it implicitly. Their
response is immediate. They return to their fields ‘glorifying
and praising God for all they had seen and heard, as it had
been told them.’ Their response to the coming of the Messiah is
wholehearted!
• How strong is your belief in all that has been told to you?
• In what ways do you glorify and praise God?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

(Luke 2:1–14)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Luke’s Gospel is sometimes referred to as the ‘gospel of joy’
because this theme of rejoicing and joy is often repeated.
• Caesar Augustus ruled the Roman Empire from 27 bc to ad
14. He was the great nephew of Julius Caesar.
• A Roman census was usually undertaken for purposes of
taxation but also at times for other ends, such as conscription
or forced labour.
• A problem of timing exists within this text. Most scholars
agree that Jesus was born about 6 bc in the reign of Herod
the Great. However, Quirinius was not appointed as governor
of Syria until about eleven years later. After his appointment,
he did in fact supervise a census of the region.

• ‘I have good news of great joy.’ What is your greatest joy at
this point in your life?
• What difference does the birth of this child make to you?
• Share together your reminiscences of past Christmases. What
have been the most important parts of celebrating this special
feast? Has there been a shift or a new understanding of the
meaning of Christmas since you began your journey?
• Give nourishment to others this week—not just food but a
sense of their value to you.
• Use the gospel acclamation this week:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

• Luke goes to great pains in this text to situate Jesus’ birth in
the historical world of the time.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The birth of Christ is celebrated on this date, not because we
know it to be the actual birth date of Jesus, but because, in the
northern hemisphere, 25 December marks the lengthening of
daylight after the winter solstice. This was celebrated as a pagan
feast in honour of the ‘unconquered sun’ but came to mark the
Christian festival of the birth of the ‘light of the world’.
• Discuss some of the traditions associated with Christmas—
for example, the crib popularised by St Francis of Assisi, or
the Christmas tree.
• Are there particular ethnic traditions that are celebrated by
members of the group?
• Are there particular traditions in your own community
celebration?
• Emphasise that this day is not the end of the celebration but
the beginning of ‘Christmastide’, during which we continue to
celebrate the birth and revelation of who Christ is.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
A manger was a feeding trough used by animals. Into this is
laid the newborn child who is destined to become food and
nourishment for all humankind. How are you nourished by
knowing this child?

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• How does your community celebrate this great feast? How
will catechumens celebrate the day? Can you celebrate
together?
• Use the candle-lighting ritual and light the last of the Advent
candles on your wreath. Pray especially for those who will
celebrate Christmas alone. Any of the popular Christmas
carols could be sung. You could incorporate a small giftgiving ritual for catechumens. Conclude with the prayer of
blessing in RCIA at §97I.
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The Holy Family			

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his
mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I
tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child and do
away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his
mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until
Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet:
I called my son out of Egypt.
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his
mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those
who wanted to kill the child are dead.’ So Joseph got up and,
taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the land
of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his
father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and
being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There
he settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words
spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled:
‘He will be called a Nazarene.’
(Matthew 2:13–15,19–23)

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

Again we see a communication from God, through a dream,
and an angel leading Joseph into risky and dangerous
behaviour. Such a journey in the first century—across the
desert of Sinai—would have been a long and arduous trek.
Again, Joseph’s response to God’s command is made with
absolute trust and confidence. The parallels with the story of
Moses are obvious.
• Read the opening three chapters of Exodus and trace the
parallels.
It was well established in the early church and from
contemporary Roman sources that Jesus was known as a
Nazarene, so Matthew uses the device of Archelaus, a son of
Herod the Great and an inept and evil ruler, to explain how the
Holy Family came to live in Nazareth. The protection Joseph
offers to his fledgling family is paralleled with the protection
God offers to this child who is God’s Son. Mary and Joseph
provide a positive model for all parents who selflessly risk all
for their child.
• How is love, concern and protection expressed in your
family?
• What are some of the sacrifices that you make as a parent or
that have been made for you by your parents?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Matthew often presents Jesus as the new Moses. There are
many parallels in this text: a threat of death at birth, an
escape, being called out of Egypt and being under the special
protection of God.
• After the death of Herod the Great, his kingdom was divided
between three of his sons: Archelaus, Herod Antipas (who
ruled Galilee and was the Herod mentioned at Jesus’ death)
and Philip. All these men ruled only as regents under Rome,
which held the real power.
• In Matthew’s Gospel, Mary and Joseph live in Bethlehem
rather than at Nazareth in Galilee. Bethlehem is in Judaea,
not far from Jerusalem, and thus comes under the rule of
Archelaus.
• Archelaus proved to be an inept ruler and was stripped of
his power by Rome. Judaea was instead placed under direct
Roman rule through a Roman governor. Pontius Pilate was
such a governor.

• Are there situations or people in your life that it is more
sensible to escape from than to confront?
• What in your life poses the biggest threat to your faith
journey?
• How far are you willing to go to safeguard your faith?
• In what ways has the family within which you grew to
maturity influenced the sort of person you have become?
What, ultimately, would you like to think you had
contributed to your own family? Share your reflections.
• Make special times for family this week. Contemplate the
richness of family life.
• At this time in human history, when so many people find
themselves forced to flee their homes, pray this week for all
who are refugees:
God of all, you called your Son out of Egypt. Watch over all
who are fleeing death or persecution.
Open our hearts to their plight. May we give the protection that
your Son received.
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The feast of the Holy Family is a relatively new one in the
church’s calendar. It was instituted in 1920 by Pope Benedict
XV to counter anti-family policies and trends in modern
society. But the tradition of honouring Mary and Joseph as
the earthly family of Jesus has a much longer history. While
this feast provides us with an opportunity to reflect on family
life and its importance for our growth and maturity, that is
not its only strength. Coming as it does within the Christmas
cycle, it is a time to continue reflection on the reality of God’s
incarnation in the human story. Jesus was born into a human
family whose members are models of steadfast and committed
service to God. We are not only members of our human
family but also members of God’s family, and this brings
responsibilities with it.
• What responsibilities come with membership of a human
family?
• What responsibilities come with membership of God’s
family?

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
Just as Moses was called out of Egypt to bring life to the people,
so also does Jesus bring life to all those who accept him. Just as
the great saving event of Passover delivered the Hebrews from
slavery, so too does the great Passover of Jesus’ sacrifice deliver
all believers from slavery to sin and death.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community celebrate families or offer
opportunities for families to grow in faith together?
• You could invite participants to bring photographs of their
families as a focus for prayer. Pray for you own family and
especially for families who are struggling with conflict. A
suitable song might be ‘This is my will’ (GA 465). Conclude
with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94F.
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The Epiphany of the Lord		

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the
reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from
the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked.
‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was
the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests
and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him
‘for this is what the prophet wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader
who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared,
and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the
child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so
that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what
the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them
was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted
over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled
them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in
a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own
country by a different way.
(Matthew 2:1–12)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The word ‘epiphany’ comes from a Greek word meaning
manifestation or revelation. In Matthew’s Gospel, this episode
is the first public manifestation of Jesus.
• Herod the Great ruled only because Rome allowed it. He was
not Jewish (his mother was not Jewish) but he had married
into the royal family. He would have been very afraid of a
possible rival to his claim to the throne.
• This text again mentions that Jesus was born at home in
Joseph’s house in Bethlehem. The family only relocated to
Nazareth after having fled to Egypt to escape the threat from
Herod to the child’s safety.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

The key to understanding this highly symbolic gospel lies in the
response to Jesus of the various actors. The wise men are not
of the house of Israel; they are foreigners from the East. And
yet it is they who recognise the signs and embark on a journey
to find the newborn king and worship him. The opposite
response comes from the very people who should know better.
Herod, the King of the Jews, and the chief priests and scribes,
the interpreters of Scripture, have not seen what is there before
them and, when they do come to understand, seek only to
do harm to Jesus. This is the first hint of the harm that will
ultimately come to him from similar characters much later in
his life. They are not open to the revelation of God in this child.
Imagine the disappointment the wise men must have felt
when they find a poor child born in a simple house instead of
a mighty king. But they are open to the revelation of God and
bow down before him. The expensive gifts of the wise men are
highly symbolic: gold was presented to kings, frankincense was
offered to God, and myrrh used in anointing for burial. Thus
they refer to the kingship of Jesus, his divinity and his salvific
death.
• In what ways do you recognise the divine in the ordinary?
• How long have you been on your journey, and how much
progress have you made?
• What keeps leading you on?
• What new road have you taken, and where do you hope it
leads you?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• What is leading your journey towards Jesus?
• What gifts do you bring to Jesus?
• ‘The sight of the star filled them with delight.’ Share your own
stories of times of pure delight in your life.
• Spend time this week reflecting on the new road you have
taken? How has it changed the way you act or think?
• Use today’s gospel acclamation as your prayer this week:
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

• The ‘wise men’ were probably magi or astrologers from Persia
and represent all those who seek God with a sincere heart.
• The gifts of the magi are of great value; gifts fit for a king!
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The feast of the Epiphany came to be celebrated about the
fourth century and has always been a very important feast,
especially in the Eastern churches. For the early church, one
of the biggest problems they faced was the realisation that
even those who were not Jewish were invited to faith in Jesus
as Lord. Even though his roots were in Judaism, Jesus is of
significance to all people who seek the truth.
• You could give some background to Matthew’s
predominantly Jewish community and their struggle with
admitting Gentiles.
• You could read the passages in Acts that deal with this
controversy and its resolution (Acts chapters 10–11, 15).
• You could discuss some groups of the present day who feel
alienated or unwelcome within the church. Some sensitivity
may be needed.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
The wise men were warned in a dream not to return the same
way. They did not backtrack but took a new road in life after
their encounter with the Christ Child. The magi are gentiles,
not Jews. Matthew is alerting his community to the truth that
the gospel is for all people who acknowledge Jesus as Lord.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• What ministries of welcome are there in your parish? How
might catechumens become involved?
• It may be appropriate to pray today at the crib. You could
process there singing ‘O come, all ye faithful’ (GA 287). Pray
that all people may be open to the revelation of God in the
world and in their lives. Pray for each other. Conclude with
the blessing in RCIA at §97G.
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The Baptism of the Lord		

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.
John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you’
he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it
like this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this
way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in
to him.
As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and
suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming down on him. And a voice
spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on him.’
(Matthew 3:13–17)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The Jordan River runs the length of Israel, from north of
the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea in the south, and is the
lifeblood of the land.
• The exact site of the baptism of Jesus by John is unknown,
but the traditional site is at el-Mughtas, about ten and a half
kilometres north of the point where the river enters the Dead
Sea.
• The word baptism comes from a Greek word meaning ‘to
plunge’.
• The first Christians were baptised by being plunged into
running streams or rivers, following the practice of John.
Later, large fonts were built in churches, and baptism of the
faithful, usually adults, was by full immersion.

EXPLORING THE WORD

are ‘for the time being’ so that the demands of righteousness
can be satisfied. Both Jesus and John show an openness to
accept God’s plan, and in reward, God himself enters the story
with words of affirmation and love for the Chosen One. Heaven
and earth have met in the person of Jesus.
• Jesus’ mission grew out of a profound sense of being loved
and chosen by God. You too have been chosen. What might
your mission be?
• Look at the first reading from Isaiah. What insight does this
provide in understanding your mission?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• How strong is your own sense of being loved and favoured by
God?
• What feelings are you experiencing as your own baptism or
reception approaches?
• Have you ever had an experience of being chosen, singled out
for a special role or particular responsibility? How did you
feel? Were you able to carry out the task? What challenges did
you face? Share your recollections with others.
• Encourage catechumens, along with their sponsors, to visit
the baptismal font in the church at some point this week. It
may be a good opportunity to chat informally about how the
journey is progressing.
• Use these lines from today’s collect often this week:
Almighty ever-living God who, when Christ had been baptised
in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon
him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your
children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may
always be pleasing to you.
• Spend some time each day in quiet contemplation of what the
‘voice from heaven’ is saying to you and what you must do to
be pleasing to God.

E X P LORING T HE WORD
This text introduces Jesus in the first public moment of his
adult life. It is significant that the public mission of Jesus begins
with his baptism. He has made decisions about his future
action, which begins with a long and arduous journey spanning
the length of Israel from Galilee to the deep south. This is not
a random act. Jesus makes that journey with a single purpose:
‘to be baptised by John.’ In light of Matthew’s presentation of
Jesus as the fulfillment and perfection of all that is good in
Israel, the conversation between these two figures is fascinating.
The Baptist recognises Jesus’ greater role in God’s plan. He has
played the part of the Old Testament prophet in preparing the
way. Now that the main player has appeared on the stage, is it
not fitting that the Baptist bows out of the action? But Jesus is
aware of a bigger picture and insists that things remain as they
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The baptism of Jesus brings to mind the baptism that all
Christians undergo. Baptism is the first of the seven sacraments
of the Church. A sacrament is a visible sign of a hidden reality
(CCC §774).
• Explore what that means. What hidden reality does baptism
call to mind?
A sacrament is a sign through which God communicates love,
life and forgiveness to us. ‘Immersion in water symbolises not
only death and purification, but also regeneration and renewal.
Thus the two principal effects (of baptism) are purification
from sins and new birth in the Holy Spirit’ (CCC §1262).
• Explore together the meaning of these two aspects of
baptism.
• Examine the Rite of Baptism for Infants with special
emphasis on the prayers and anointing that form part of the
rite. How are forgiveness of sin and new birth reflected in
the rite?

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
Like Jesus, every Christian enters the waters of baptism, or have
them poured over them. The symbolism, especially apparent in
the practice of full immersion, is that of the tomb. The person
enters into the depths and darkness of the tomb and rises to a
new life in Christ, symbolised by the white garment worn at
baptism. This symbolism also recalls our physical birth from
the waters of the womb. In baptism, we are reborn into the life
of faith.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• If it is possible, invite the catechumens to attend an infant
baptism in your community.
• Gathering at the baptismal font in the church could be a
suitable focus, or use a large earthen bowl filled with water.
You could speak of the symbolism of water. Today would be a
suitable occasion to use a rite of anointing (RCIA §§98–102).
You could sing ‘Come to the water’ (GA 403) or ‘God has
chosen me’ (GA 497). Conclude with the blessing in RCIA
at §97B.
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is
the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is
the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who
ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not know
him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came
baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit
coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on
him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise
with water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise
with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that
he is the Chosen One of God.’
(John 1:29–34)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The title of ‘Lamb of God’ would have suggested the Passover
feast to those listening to John. At that time, sacrificial lambs
were slaughtered in the temple, recalling the blood of the
lambs that was shed so that Israel could be spared death and
freed from slavery in Egypt. Read the story of this deliverance
in Exodus 12.
• Now that the Christmas cycle is completed, the church enters
what is known as ‘Ordinary Time’ for a period. (This will be
interrupted for the Lent–Easter–Pentecost cycle.)
• Ordinary Time does not mean a time that is commonplace
or unremarkable. The name derives from the word ordinal,
which means ‘counted and sequential’.

E X P LORING T HE WORD

EXPLORING THE WORD

But John the Baptist, despite his not knowing Jesus in person,
is in no doubt as to his identity. Filled with conviction, he
knows that Jesus is the one in whom the hopes of Israel and all
humankind will be fulfilled. ‘Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet believe’ (John 20:29).
• In what ways does this echo our own experience of not
knowing Jesus as a physical reality but recognising him as the
fulfillment of our longings?
• What things may hinder our recognition of Jesus?
• How could you point others to Jesus and give witness to who
he is?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• How do you witness to the Chosen One of God?
• Twice John says that he did not know Jesus himself, but that
Jesus was revealed to him by God. What was it that first
revealed Jesus to you?
• What sin of the world is in need of redemption today?
• Have you ever been an eye witness to something significant,
either in your family or in the wider community? Share
stories of what you have seen? How did you bear witness to
this event? What effect did it have on you?
• Like John, give witness to Christ this week. Share something
of your search for faith with others.
• The title of ‘Lamb of God’ is used of Jesus during the liturgy
in the Communion rite. Learn this prayer by heart and say it
often, contemplating its meaning:
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

This week, we depart from the normal cycle of readings from
Matthew for this text in John. There is no explicit account of
the baptism of Jesus in John. Rather, the emphasis is on John
the Baptist as a witness to the real identity of Jesus: the Lamb
of God and the Chosen One of God. Twice John says, ‘I did not
know him myself but it was to reveal him that I came.’ Such a
statement would have had a significant effect on the evangelist’s
community. This is the last of the gospels written, at around
the end of the first century. It is unlikely that many followers
of Jesus in this community would have known him personally,
some seventy years earlier!
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Down the centuries, there have been many people who, filled
with conviction, have given brave witness to Christ. In the early
church, this sometimes meant death. The martyrs of the church
are revered for their loyal faith and witness to the truth of
Christ, and they hold a special place among the saints.
• You could tell the stories of some of the martyrs of the New
Testament and the early church, or from later periods of
church history, especially those listed in Eucharistic Prayer I.
• It needs to be pointed out that even in this modern day,
people are still persecuted for their faith, and modern
missionaries sometimes pay the ultimate price.
Australian Sr Irene McCormack is an example of one who was
killed because of her faith. You could tell her story. Archbishop
Oscar Romero is another story you could tell.
• We may not expect to lose our lives for our faith, but there
are times we may be persecuted or reviled for being believers.
Discuss how this may manifest in our own society.
• In recent years we have heard of instances where Christian
minority groups are persecuted because of their faith. Discuss
some examples of this. How should we best promote religious
freedom today?

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
Just as with Jesus, the Holy Spirit is conferred upon the faithful
at baptism, and the Spirit’s presence is affirmed at the sacrament
of confirmation. How do you perceive the Spirit with you
already in your journey towards baptism or reception?

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• How does your community give public witness to Christ,
outside the Sunday liturgy?
• Use a lighted candle and an image of Jesus or an icon as a
focus for prayer. A suitable song might be ‘Christ be our
Light’ (GA 404). Pray for all those who give witness to their
faith. Pray for those who are persecuted or have lost their
lives for their faith. Pray for each other and the strength to
be witnesses. Conclude with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA
at §94D.
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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back
to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in
Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and
Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled:
‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan,
Galilee of the nations!
The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light;
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death
a light has dawned.’
From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the
message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers,
Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they
were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you
fishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once and followed
him. Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers,
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he
called them. At once, leaving the boat and their father, they
followed him.
He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and
curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.
(Matthew 4:12–23)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• When the people of Israel returned to the Promised Land
after their liberation from Egypt, the land was divided among
the twelve tribes descended from the twelve sons of Jacob.
Zebulun and Naphtali were two of those sons.
• The town of Capernaum stood on the shores of the Sea of
Galilee, on the border of the areas given to these two sons of
Jacob.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This gospel tells of the first public actions of Jesus’ ministry. It
should be studied in conjunction with the first reading from
Isaiah, which speaks of a light coming that breaks the ‘bars’,
‘yokes’ and ‘rods’ that bind people and weigh them down.
• What are the things that weigh you down at the moment?
• From what does our world need to be liberated?
This gospel reveals Jesus as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.
John the Baptist, the precursor, has now left the scene, having
been arrested, so Jesus takes up and completes his message of
repentance because the kingdom is at hand. In the final verses,
the manifestation of that kingdom is made apparent. People are
healed and the Good News is proclaimed. The second part of
this text shows the effectiveness of Jesus’ message. His voice and
his proclamation draw people from their labours to a new kind
of work: cooperating in the task of drawing people to the truth
of God’s plan for the world.
• Explore the call of discipleship and what that means for
people who follow Christ today. How are we called to ‘come,
follow me’?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• What have you left behind to follow Jesus?
• How do you feel about that?
• Have you ever felt ‘called’ to do something? A challenge
you just could not pass by? A strange urge to move beyond
your normal behaviour? To pursue something outside your
experience? What was the outcome? Share your reflections.
• Try to be a light for other people this week. Be aware of
opportunities through which you could draw other people
to Christ.
• Use a part of today’s psalm as your prayer this week:
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
before whom shall I shrink?
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

• Matthew uses the term kingdom of heaven rather than ingdom
of God. This may have been because his audience is largely
Jewish, and Jews avoided using the sacred name of God.
• This is another example of Matthew stating that, in Jesus,
the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah coming are
fulfilled.
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Peter the fisherman was always considered to be the first among
the apostles—that is, the twelve specially chosen followers of
Jesus.
• Point out the difference between the many who were disciples
and the twelve.
• The primacy of Peter, the first Bishop of Rome, is carried on
in the Church through the primacy of the Pope as Bishop of
Rome and successor of Peter. One of the titles often given to
the Pope is ‘the fisherman’, as in the book and film The Shoes
of the Fisherman.
• Explain the structure of the hierarchical Church—with
the Pope at its head, the College of Cardinals, the Synod of
Bishops, local bishops’ conferences, dioceses and individual
parishes—and the unity that exists in the whole church.
• See Catechism of the Catholic Church §§880–887.
• You could share a profile of the current successor of Peter, Pope
Francis, highlighting his particular focus and witness as pope.
• You could introduce the teaching authority of the Church, or
Magisterium, and explain how that operates.
• You may need to deal with some sensitive issues of Church
teaching or the question of infallibility.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
St Cyril of Jerusalem offered the following reflection to
catechumens around the year 380:
You now find yourself in the fishing nets of Christ.
Let yourselves be caught. Christ wants to capture you, not to
kill you but to give you life out of death.
How does this speak to you as a catechumen today?

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• Identify the ways in which your community reaches out to
others as ‘fishers of people’. This is part of the missionary
and evangelising nature of the church. Are there ways
catechumens can bear witness to their own call to faith? What
may they be able to teach others in your community who
were born into the church?
• You could use images of fish or boats as a focus for prayer. A
suitable song could be ‘The Galilee Song’. Pray for strength on
the journey for each other as you leave your old life behind
to follow Jesus. Pray for all those involved in a ministry of
drawing new followers to Christ. Conclude with the prayer of
exorcism in RCIA at §94E.
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The Presentation of the Lord

Year A

EXPLORING THE WORD

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the
Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord,—observing what stands written in
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated
to the Lord—and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with
what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.

• ‘The Law of the Lord’ refers to the Torah, or the first five
books of the Jewish Scriptures, sometimes called the
Pentateuch. It was believed that these five books were written
by Moses—thus the law of Moses.
• The Torah contains many regulations and laws relating to
how Jews should lead their lives, including ritual purification.
Leviticus 12 outlines the regulations that tell how a woman
must become purified after childbirth, a process that included
a ritual bath and the offering of a sacrifice of pigeons or
doves.

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was
an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the
Spirit he came to the Temple and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took
him into his arms and blessed God; and he said:

• Mary and Joseph are acting as practising, pious Jews in
following the requirements of the Law after the birth of Jesus.

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace,
just as you promised;
because my eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.’

This gospel text is another example of the ‘manifestation’ of
who Jesus is. Luke sets his action in the heart of Judaism, in the
temple itself. Mary and Joseph are pious Jews doing all that the
Law requires of them. The two characters who are introduced—
Simeon and Anna—are both also depicted by Luke as pious
Jews. Simeon is ‘an upright and devout man’, while Anna
‘served God night and day with fasting and prayer.’ They would
both have seen many first-born sons presented at the temple
in consecration to the Lord. But they see something in this
particular child that goes beyond the expected. They recognise
this child as ‘the salvation which you have prepared for all
the nations’, and Anna speaks of the child ‘to all who looked
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem’.

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the
things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined
for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be
a sign that is rejected—and a sword will pierce your own soul
too—so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’
There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of
girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before
becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and
never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting
and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began
to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required,
they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with
wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.
(Luke 2:22–40)

• This text is unique to Luke’s Gospel. No other gospel tells us
as much of the early years of Jesus as Luke does.

EX PLORING THE WORD

The reaction of the parents is natural under such circumstances:
‘They stood there wondering at the things being said about
him.’ Mary is warned that being the mother of such a child will
not be easy for her: ‘a sword will pierce her soul.’ For Mary,
adherence to the will of God will come at a price.
• What do you understand will be your obligations once you
are baptised or received into the church? Are there things that
need to be clarified for you?
• How is Christ made manifest in the world today?
• Do you know people who you would describe as ‘pious’?
What does that mean?
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EXPLORING THE WORD

MA K I N G CONNE CT IONS

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

While Mary and Joseph are unfailingly presented as pious,
practising Jews by Luke, this text takes the promise of salvation
far beyond the Jewish nation. Jesus is destined to be the bringer
of salvation to all the nations and a light to the pagans, as well
as the glory of Israel.

• What does it mean today to be ‘upright and devout’?
• How do you understand the salvation offered by Christ?
• Think of the various rituals in which you may have taken
part. These could have been part of a religious tradition,
cultural custom or even joining a group or association.
Describe for other members of the group what the ritual
involved. Talk of the symbolism of some of the ritual actions
involved.
• Consider this week the difference between doing what the
rules and regulations require and truly living the life of a
Christian. In what ways does this offer a challenge to you?
• Use this week’s gospel acclamation as your prayer this week:
This is the light of revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel. Alleluia!

S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The tradition of Christian life, prayer and worship has
developed many, many rituals over the centuries. Some rituals
are understood as being timeless and unchangeable. One
example of this is the ‘taking, blessing, breaking and giving’ of
the eucharistic bread.

LIVING THE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community plan for the liturgical
celebrations each week? Perhaps catechumens could be
invited to attend a meeting to observe how the liturgy group
works to help make meaning of the rituals for those who
gather each week.
• Use the open Scriptures and a lighted candle as a focus for
prayer. Today would be a suitable time to use an adaptation
of the rite of anointing (§102) as part of your prayer. Pray for
the steadfastness of adherence to the faith life of the church
for all catechumens. A suitable song could be ‘As fire is meant
for burning’ (GA 481). Conclude with the prayer of exorcism
in RCIA at §94G.

NOTES

Other rituals may have developed out of local custom or usage
in particular times of history or locations.
• You could brainstorm some of the ritual actions of the liturgy
with which catechumens are now familiar—for example,
making the sign of the cross, standing, kneeling, genuflecting
and bowing the head. Be sure to speak of the symbolism of
these ritual actions.
• Just as Mary and Joseph were observant of what the law
required of them, the Church has some basic requirements
for the practising of the faith. You could explain to the group
what these ‘minimum’ requirements are—for example, the
need to receive the Eucharist at least once a year..
• You could discuss the difference between a literal meeting of
requirements and entering into the spirit of Christian life and
faith. What is required to live the faith genuinely?
• You could introduce some of the ritual actions of the RCIA
if you have not already done so—for example, the rite of
anointing or the scrutinies. Again, be sure to discuss the
symbolism of these ritual actions.
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But
if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is
good for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled
underfoot by men.
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be
hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it
on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In
the same way your light must shine in the sight of men, so that,
seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father
in heaven.’
(Matthew 5:13–16)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• In the ancient world, salt was absolutely essential. It was
used not simply to season food or to add to its taste, but as a
preservative, enabling food to be stored and kept.
• At the time of Jesus, the main source of oil for lamps was the
olive. A saucer-shaped lamp held the oil, and a wick, made
of flax or a similar material, burned from a small opening on
the rim. Such lamps were often placed in a niche in the walls
of rooms.
• Lamp oil was a precious commodity. Once lit, a lamp was
often placed high to give maximum illumination.
• Ancient cities were often built on hilltops so that they were
easily defended against invaders and were visible for many
miles around.

EXPLORING THE WORD

the way that Christians live and act—their ‘good works’—others
will be drawn to God through their active witness to faith.
Others will come to give praise to God in heaven. This is an
amazing responsibility, and Jesus acknowledges that some salt
may lose its taste and some lights be hidden. The challenge
for Christians, new and old, is not to take the gift of faith
for granted and let it become tasteless; not to keep the light
confined to private moments but to allow others to see the
difference faith makes so that they can know the presence and
power of God.
• How is this a challenge to you?
• How can you let your faith shine forth?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• What aspects of your journey so far have been a ‘light’ to you?
• For whom are you a light?
• In what circumstances does your light shine best?
• Reflect on what it is in your life that gives you zest and
flavour, and that preserves you. What guides your behaviour
and gives you strength to keep going? What is ‘salt’ to you?
Share your reflections.
• Identify one talent that you have and use it well and often this
week. Let your light shine.
• Use a candle this week each time you pray. Use an adaptation
of the gospel acclamation:
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
the one who follows me
will have the light of life.
Alleluia!

E X P LORING T HE WORD
To understand this text, tt is important to place it alongside
the Beatitudes that immediately precede it (you could read
these together first). In that text, the virtues to be cultivated
by followers of Jesus are outlined, but the danger with taking
the Beatitudes on their own is that faith can become contented
peacefulness and somewhat inward-looking. To avoid this risk,
Matthew follows the Beatitudes with this text, which teaches
disciples about the task of Christians in the world. They have
been given the gifts; they are the salt of the earth. But if they
just see their blessedness and rest there, they risk becoming
‘tasteless’ and good only to be ‘trampled underfoot’. Instead, the
disciples are urged to place their light high on a hill and let it
shine for all to see. They are witnesses to God’s living presence,
not just for the nation of Israel but for all the world. In seeing
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S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

In the early 1960s, a momentous event occurred in the history
of the Church. The Second Vatican Council was convened by
Pope John XXIII. His desire was to throw open the widows
of the Church and let fresh air in so that it related more
appropriately to the modern world and modern humans.
• You could give some background to Vatican II and the impact
it has had.
• One of the key documents from that council was the
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, known in Latin as
Lumen Gentium (‘Light of All Peoples’). Its aim was to be a
statement of the Church’s own understanding of itself and the
role it is destined to take in the world.
• You could take some key statements from this document as
the basis of your discussion. See especially chapter II on the
Church as ‘The People of God’.
• In what ways do you see evidence of the church as ‘salt of the
earth’ or ‘light of the world’ today?
• What more could be done? How are you called to participate
in this?

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
The people of Israel often described the Law of God as ‘salt’
because it gave zest and flavour to life and it preserved them as
the people of God. Similarly, the Law was often compared to a
light that showed them the path to God: ‘Your word is a light
to my feet and a lamp to my path’ (Psalm 119:105). Jerusalem,
the city on the hill, was a focal point and reminder of God’s
presence. Jesus gives a new focus to all these images when
he applies them to those who hear his word and put it into
practice. All Christians are called to be ‘salt’ and ‘light’, a ‘city on
the hill’ giving witness to God’s presence.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• How does your own parish community reflect the
understanding of church presented in Lumen Gentium? Are
there ways this can be improved?
• Use an oil lamp and a small dish of salt as a focus for prayer.
Pray for the church and its leaders. Pray for each other as you
journey to full membership of the church. A suitable song
could be ‘Church of God’ (GA 480). Conclude with the prayer
of blessing in RCIA at §97A.
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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

GOSP E L
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have come
to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish
but to complete them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth
disappear, not one dot, not one little stroke, shall disappear
from the Law until its purpose is achieved. Therefore, the man
who infringes even one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be considered the
least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them
and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of
heaven.
‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of
heaven.
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must
not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the
court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother
will answer for it before the court; if a man calls his brother
“Fool” he will answer for it before the Sanhedrin; and if a man
calls him “Renegade” he will answer for it in hell fire. So then, if
you are bringing your offering to the altar and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your
offering there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your
brother first, and then come back and present your offering.
Come to terms with your opponent in good time while you are
still on the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over
to the judge and the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown
into prison. I tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you have
paid the last penny.
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery.
But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your
right eye should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away;
for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have
your whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand should
cause you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; for it will do you
less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body
go to hell.

EXPLORING THE WORD

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Two of the major divisions of the Jewish Scriptures are the
Law (comprising the first five books of the Old Testament,
the Hebrew Torah) and the Prophets (nebi’im in Hebrew).
The other major division is known as the Writings (ketubim
in Hebrew) and comprises the Wisdom literature of Israel,
including such books as the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Job and Ruth.
• The Pharisees were a group of very pious Jews who observed
all the laws of Israel. They are often depicted in the gospels
as overly legalistic or even hypocritical, but this is probably
an unfair depiction that has been influenced by the events
surrounding the separation of the early Christians from
the mainstream Jewish religion after the destruction of the
temple in AD 70.
• The origin of the term scribes is unclear and seems to cover a
variety of functions and bureaucratic officers. The term does
not seem to denote a group with particular religious beliefs
but, rather, learned men more generally. During the time
of Jesus, they were probably influential in the temple and at
various levels of government.

EX PLORING THE WORD
The central theme of this week’s reading from Matthew is
built upon for the next several weeks. In this text, Matthew
is reassuring his Jewish audience that Jesus has not come
to replace the Law of Judaism but to bring it to fullness and
completion. In this gospel, Jesus reassures his hearers that ‘not
one dot, one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law.’ Instead,
Jesus extends the Law of Israel and interprets it in a new way.
His emphasis is on the spirit of the Law, not the letter of the
Law. Doing only what the Law requires as a minimum is, for
Jesus, not enough. Disciples are called to discern what is at the
heart of faith and to bring this to all our dealings with people.
The observance of outward expressions of faith is hollow unless
it is accompanied by an attitude that shapes our whole being
and informs all our actions, responses and decisions.

‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must give
her a writ of dismissal. But I say this to you: everyone who
divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her
an adulteress; and anyone who marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.

• Discuss why laws are necessary for the best ordering of
societies.

‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You
must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord.
But I say this to you: do not swear at all, either by heaven, since
that is God’s throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool;
or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king. Do not
swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single
hair white or black. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes,
“No” if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the
evil one.’

• Contrast and discuss the ‘spirit of the law’ and the ‘letter of
the law’.

• Think of some examples of actions that may be ‘legal’ but are
not necessarily ‘moral’.

• Explore how Christianity is an attitude that shapes the whole
being and life of a believer.

(Matthew 5:17–37)
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MA K I N G CONNE CT IONS

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• How easy or difficult is it to live an honest and ethical life?
• Have you ever said ‘yes’ when you really wanted to say ‘no’?
Have you ever felt obliged to say ‘no’ when you really wanted
to say ‘yes’? How did you feel about not being completely
honest in your response? Share your reflections.
• This week, be honest and open in your dealings with all the
people you encounter. Go further than the basic requirement
of good manners.
• Today’s entrance antiphon makes a suitable prayer for this
week. Repeat it often:
Be my protector, O God,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.

S H A R I NG T HE T RA DIT ION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

EXPLORING THE WORD

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

In this text, Jesus addresses what is truly required to honour
God appropriately. God does not require hollow praise and
exultation but, rather, that we have pure hearts and honest
dealings with all people. Jesus emphasises the spirit of the law
rather than the letter of the law.

LIVING THE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways is your community governed by laws that
regulate its function? In what ways does your community go
beyond the minimal requirements and live discipleship fully
in the broader community?
• Use the open Scriptures as a focus for prayer. Reflect on how
the spirit of the gospel guides all our lives. Pray for open
hearts and a complete understanding of ‘living faith’ for each
other. Use the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §93C. A suitable
song might be ‘A new heart for a new world’ (GA 438).

NOTES

All organisations need to have rules that govern their
functioning. The Catholic Church is regulated and governed
by what is known as canon law. This originated in the first
centuries of Christianity and was based largely on Roman
law. Over the years, it came to be cumbersome and confusing.
There was a call from bishops to codify and simplify the laws
governing the Church. This was acted upon at the first Vatican
Council (1869), and Pope Pius IX ordered work to begin on
producing a single document. This came into force in 1918.
Pope John XXIII again ordered a revision of the Code of Canon
Law and a commission was established in 1963 to carry out
this work. The new code came into force in 1983 and governs
all aspects of the functioning of the Catholic Church using the
Latin Rite.
• You could briefly introduce the areas covered by canon law,
such as the functioning of a parish.
• The Church does have a number of requirements that must
be fulfilled by the faithful, such as participating in Sunday
Eucharist, receiving the sacrament of reconciliation once a
year and so on. Outline and discuss these requirements for
catechumens.
• Go beyond the minimal requirements of regulations to
discuss how disciples should live every day.
• Canon law governs the Catholic Church using the Roman
Rite. You could introduce the catechumens to the fact there
are different rites associated with the Catholic Church. These
include some Eastern and Byzantine rites such as those used
by the Maronites, the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the
Russian Catholic Church.
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7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year A

GOSP E L
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said:
Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the
wicked man no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you
on the right cheek, offer him the other as well; if a man takes
you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak
as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles
with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to
borrow, do not turn away.
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour
and hate your enemy. But I say this to you: love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you; in this way you will be
sons of your Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on
bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and
dishonest men alike. For if you love those who love you, what
right have you to claim any credit? Even the tax collectors do
as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings for your
brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans
do as much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just as
your heavenly Father is perfect.’
(Matthew 5:38–48)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• ‘An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth.’ This notion of
justice and retribution from the Old Testament is often
misunderstood. Rather than a dire punishment aimed at
vengeance, it is in fact a way of limiting retribution. In effect,
Old Testament law on this point says that you may not extract
more punishment than was inflicted.
• In Jesus’ time, a Roman soldier had the right to command
any man to carry his kit one mile but no further.
• Tax collectors were reviled by the Jews because they
cooperated with the Romans and collected Roman taxes on
their behalf. Because of their association with Gentiles, they
were considered unclean.

EXPLORING THE WORD

It is the final verse of this text that gives us the clue to the
meaning of this demanding passage. In essence, what Jesus
is saying is that believers must emulate God’s own actions.
God is a God of total self-giving. God is a God of unbounded
generosity, even to those who may not seem to deserve such
magnanimity. God is a God whose love and self-giving embrace
all, both the honest and the dishonest. The offer of the kingdom
of heaven is open to all who seek to be God-like in their
dealings with others.
• You could discuss examples from Scripture of the unbound
generosity of God.
• How have you experienced this in your own life?
• You could discuss the total self-giving of Jesus at his death
and all that it achieved for humanity.
• What does that mean for you in your life at this point in your
journey?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• How easy or difficult is it to go beyond the minimum
required of us? To offer real generosity of spirit?
• How easy or difficult is it to love those who ridicule or
persecute you? To reach out to those who are different from
us?
• Have you ever ‘gone the extra mile’? Have you ever had to
do something that was ‘beyond the call of duty’? What were
the circumstances? What were the outcomes? How easy or
difficult was it for you? Share your reflections.
• Go beyond the minimum this week and reach out in
generosity to someone you may not ordinarily associate with.
Offer friendship or material support to someone who may be
seen as an outcast in our society.
• Again, today’s entrance antiphon makes a suitable prayer for
this week:
O Lord, I trust in your merciful love.
My heart will rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful to me.

E X P LORING T HE WORD
This gospel continues the theme of going beyond what is
required by law, but here Jesus takes the teaching much further.
More than honouring the spirit of the law over the letter of the
law, Jesus advocates what must have sounded like the ravings
of a mad man to his hearers: don’t just allow a person to strike
you once; offer him the other cheek as well. If asked, don’t
just give away your tunic; give your cloak as well! Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you. What was Jesus
thinking?
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EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

There are many examples of Christians who have shown this
same characteristic of boundless generosity and self-giving.
Here is just one example:
Father Damien is the religious name of Joseph de Veuster. He
lived from 3 January 1840 to 15 April 1888. He was a Roman
Catholic missionary of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary who sacrificed his life in service to the lepers
of Kalaupapa on the island of Molokai in Hawaii. Damien asked
his bishop to be sent to Molokai, arriving there in 1873.
Damien found himself to be the only one who could provide
comfort for the people of Kalaupapa. He was not only their
priest but had to be their doctor too. He dressed their ulcers,
helped build their homes and beds. He even built their coffins
and dug their graves. For years he did this and grew to love his
parishioners.
In 1884, Damien diagnosed himself as having contracted
leprosy. Knowing death was coming, Damien worked more
vigorously to build as many homes as he could and organise
the programs he had created. He wanted to make sure his
parishioners could tend to themselves after he died.
He is the patron of lepers, outcasts, HIV/AIDS sufferers and the
State of Hawaii.
• Tell other stories of great Christians like Fr Damien of
Molokai.

SYM BOLS A ND IM AGE S
Today’s gospel is a continuation of the teaching read last week.
Followers of Christ must go beyond minimal requirements and
strive for the perfection witnessed in Christ, the perfection of
the Father.

LI VING T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• How does your community display this generosity and
self-giving in the work it does? Are there roles that the
catechumens can play in the ministries associated with this
work?
• Use an image of open hands as a focus for prayer. Pray for
generosity of spirit for each other. A suitable song could
be ‘How good it is’ (GA 521). Conclude with the prayer of
blessing in RCIA at §97D.
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