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Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned
and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating his
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own
life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry
his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.
‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower,
would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had
enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and
then found himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers
would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man
who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what
king marching to war against another king would not first sit
down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could
stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty
thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a long way
off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same
way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his
possessions.’
(Luke 14:25–33)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The use of the term hate in this text should not be taken to
mean hatred as such but rather should be understood as
pointing to things that may hinder the single-mindedness
needed to take up the call to discipleship.
• The Greek word ekklesia, used for the church, means being
called out from or apart from others. This understanding is
suggested by Jesus’ words in this text.
• A recurrent theme in Luke’s Gospel is that obsessive
attachment to money or material wealth is a hindrance to a
full and complete relationship with God. It distracts people
from what is really important in life.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

To be a disciple of Jesus involves radical choices! One must
be single-minded in one’s commitment to Christ and not put
anything else in a place of greater importance. The use of the
word hate is difficult in this passage. Is Jesus really calling
his disciples to ‘hate’ those who love us? Surely we come to
know something of the love of God through human love. The
problem may lie in the Semitic languages, which lack some
of the subtlety of modern idiom. In Hebrew, ‘to hate’ is the
opposite of ‘to prefer’. What Jesus is really saying is that we
must prefer to seek God rather than to seek earthly love or
relationship. It is our relationship with God that is of utmost
value. Discipleship comes at a cost, and the cost is the cross!
We must be prepared to go the whole way and not leave the
task half done. Just as Jesus responded totally to the call of the
Father, we too must give our total response to the call to follow
him.
• How might putting Christ first change your relationships
with others?
• Will choosing to follow Jesus cause difficulties in your
relationship with family and friends? How will you deal with
this?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• What has your decision to follow Jesus cost you?
• Are there times when you feel that you may be unable to
‘finish the work’? What is hindering your progress on your
journey?
• How well do you plan ahead for your life in eternity?
• Are there ‘crosses’ that you carry?
• Have you ever made a great personal sacrifice for another, or
do you know of someone who has? Tell the story. There are
many people who ‘carry their cross’ daily. You may like to
explore some stories of the burdens that people carry. How
do they cope? In what ways do you find this inspirational?
• Do something that ‘costs’ you this week. Identify someone
who has a cross to carry and try to assist them, even in a
small way, to shoulder that burden.
• Use today’s gospel acclamation as your prayer this week:
Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws.
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S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

‘In the same way, unless you give up all your possessions you
cannot be my disciple.’ Perhaps these words of Jesus are best
understood as a readiness to renounce worldly wealth if that
becomes a hindrance to following his way. It implies the need
for an attitude of detachment from the things of this world.
There is a strong tradition of complete renunciation of personal
belongings among those taking special vows to religious life
within the church, but each believer is invited to ponder the
meaning of Christ’s words and our response to them.
The church teaches that earth and its riches belong to all
people. No one has an intrinsic right to more of earth’s goods
than another. At the same time, to guarantee personal freedom
and dignity and to provide for needs, each person has a right
to own private property. We must manage the inherent tension
between meeting our own material needs and the needs of all
other people on earth. Our attitude to our own property must
be governed by moderation, concern for justice and a sense of
solidarity with those who have less. (See the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, §§2426–2463.)
• How difficult is it for you to control the desire to ‘have’ more
rather than to ‘be’ more?
• What possessions mean the most to you? Why?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
The cross is the central symbol for all Christians. It was
an instrument of torture and ignominious death for the
Romans. Despite its association with shame and disgrace, the
cross remains the great symbol of hope and vindication for
followers of Jesus. It was through his death on a cross that Jesus
triumphed over death itself.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• What programs does your community embrace that allow
us to share our resources with those in need? You could
discuss church agencies like Caritas or St Vincent de Paul and
identify ways that catechumens can support their work.
• Use a cross as the focus for prayer. Pray for each other as you
come to understand the call to discipleship. Use the prayer
of exorcism in RCIA at §94E. A suitable song could be ‘The
Summons’ (GA 502).
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The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the
company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said
‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this
parable to them:
‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not
joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home,
call together his friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he
would say “I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same
way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have
no need of repentance.
‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she
lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search
thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she had found it,
call together her friends and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,”
she would say “I have found the drachma I lost.” In the same
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over
one repentant sinner.’
He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his
father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would
come to me.” So the father divided the property between them.
A few days later, the younger son got together everything he
had and left for a distant country where he squandered his
money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe
famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired
himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his
farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly
with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him
anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many
of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want,
and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to
my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me
as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went
back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms
and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve
to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
“Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been
fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration,
because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life;
he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

EXPLORING THE WORD

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back,
as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing.
Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father
has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him
back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in,
and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his
father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never
once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of
yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property—
he and his women—you kill the calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have
is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice,
because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and is found.”’
(Luke 15:1–32)

DID YOU KNOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Tax-collectors were regarded as outcasts because they
were employed by the Romans to collect taxes from the
people. They also had a reputation for skimming a profit for
themselves off the top.
• Pharisees were very concerned with ritual purity. Eating with
sinners could lead one to becoming ‘unclean’ and thus defiled
and unable to observe the Law and participate in the ritual
life of Israel.
• A drachma was a Greek coin. Its name derives from the
word for ‘to grasp’. It was worth about the same as a Roman
denarius.
• These parables are about God’s search for us, rather than our
search for God.

EX PLORING THE WORD
Today’s gospel consists of three parables about that which was
lost being found. The final one is the well-known story of the
‘prodigal son’ or, more correctly, ‘the loving father’. The image
of God presented in these parables challenges some popular
notions of God being omnipotent and removed from his
creation. Instead, Jesus tries to portray something of his own
intimate relationship with a God whom he knows as Father.
The images of a shepherd who is prepared to risk the safety of
the flock in order to go to search out just one sheep, of a woman
who puts a great deal of time and energy into the recovery of
one small coin and the father who extravagantly welcomes back
a son who has treated him very badly tell of the extravagance
of God’s love for all, especially those who are the lost ones of
society. The great rejoicing at the culmination of each parable
speaks to us of the unconditional love of God and his pleasure
at our positive response to his invitation to the feast.
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• In what ways do these three parables offer either comfort or
challenge to you?

• What have been your own experiences of overwhelming joy?

M AK I N G CONNE CT IONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Have you ever had the experience of being ‘lost’? If so, how
were you found?
• Would you leave the ninety-nine to go in search of just one?
What lengths are you prepared to go to in order to find what
you search for?
• Share experiences of a time when something has happened
in your life that was cause for great rejoicing or celebration.
How did you mark the event or incident?
• Make an effort this week to seek out someone who may be
feeling a little lost or alone. Help them to experience the love
of God in the kindness you offer.
• Today’s collect is suitable for your prayer this week:
Creator and ruler of all things …
grant that I may serve you with all my heart.

EXPLORING THE WORD

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES

The image of God as Father is often used in Scripture. It
conveys both authority and deep love. Jesus uses the intimate
term Abba (meaning ‘Papa’ or ‘Daddy’) when praying. These
parables tell us something of the intimate love of the Father for
all his children, especially the lost ones.

LIVING THE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community provide for those in
need in the local area? Are there ways that catechumens can
become involved in these ministries?
• As a focus for prayer, you could use images from newspapers
or other publications that depict ‘the lost’ of our world. Pray
for all those who are excluded or disadvantaged. Pray for
each other as you journey towards Christian commitment.
A suitable song could be ‘God has chosen me’ (GA 497).
Conclude with the blessing in RCIA at §97I.

NOTES

S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The gospels abound with instances of Jesus spending time with
and showing special concern for those who were regarded as
outcasts in the society of his time. This special concern for
the poor and the disadvantaged has become a cornerstone of
Catholic Social Teaching. The dignity of the human person
is founded in the creation of humans in the image of God.
Human dignity is not diminished by age, gender, economic
circumstance, ethnicity or occupation. We are called to work
for those in need ‘in ways that neither humiliate them nor
reduce them to mere objects of assistance but which help them
escape their precarious situation by promoting their dignity as
persons’ (Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, §49). Similarly,
in his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis appeals ‘to
everyone throughout the world not to forget this dignity
which is ours. No one has the right to take it from us.’ (See also
CCC, §§1878–1896.)
• Who are the most distressed and excluded groups in
Australian society?
• In what ways is the church responding to the needs of such
groups?
• Speak about particular ministries that seek out the lost and
work to enhance their human dignity—for example, Sacred
Heart Mission in St Kilda, St Mary’s House of Welcome in
Fitzroy, Ozanam House or the Vinnies Youth food vans.
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Jesus said to his disciples:
‘There was a rich man and he had a steward who was
denounced to him for being wasteful with his property. He
called for the man and said, “What is this I hear about you?
Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are
not to be my steward any longer.” Then the steward said to
himself, “Now that my master is taking the stewardship from
me, what am I to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging?
I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure
that when I am dismissed from office there will be some to
welcome me into their homes.”
Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first
he said, “How much do you owe my master?” “One hundred
measures of oil” was the reply. The steward said, “Here, take
your bond; sit down straight away and write fifty.” To another
he said, “And you, sir, how much do you owe?” “One hundred
measures of wheat” was the reply. The steward said, “Here,
take your bond and write eighty.”
‘The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness.
For the children of this world are more astute in dealing with
their own kind than are the children of light.
‘And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you
friends, and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will
welcome you into the tents of eternity. The man who can be
trusted in little things can be trusted in great; the man who is
dishonest in little things will be dishonest in great. If then you
cannot be trusted with money, that tainted thing, who will trust
you with genuine riches? And if you cannot be trusted with
what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? ‘No
servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the
first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the
second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of
money.’
(Luke 16:1–13)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• One of the dominant themes in Luke’s Gospel is the right use
of money and the need to beware of becoming distracted by
it from the pursuit of God.
• A measure of oil was around 35 litres so 100 measures was a
considerable debt.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

At first reading, this text is very puzzling. How can dishonesty
be so rewarded? The action in the text is easier to understand
when we know something of how commerce was conducted
at the time. According to Jewish Law, it was not permissible
to charge interest. To get around this, the practice developed
of increasing the original debt to cover what would have been
a normal interest rate. What the cunning steward has done is
to reduce the debt to the level of the original loan. The Master
will be paid his due according to the Law, but no more. If the
Master complained of this action, his sin would come to light.
The real criticism in this text is directed to those who have
been entrusted with the riches of God’s kingdom and have not
used them well. The point is that all who are called to share
the riches of the kingdom must commit themselves to careful
administration of those inestimable treasures. This is much
more important than administering the riches of this world.
• In what ways can money be used in our world to create
barriers between people or to break down barriers between
people?
• Pope John Paul II often spoke of aspiring to ‘be more’ rather
than to ‘have more’? Pope Francis has said, ‘Money has to
serve, not to rule.’ What do you think they meant by these
comments? Explore the implications.

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Are you the sort of person on whom others can rely, whether
it is for little things or great things?
• On what are your real friendships based?
• What is the single most important thing in your life?
• The steward was praised for being ‘astute’. Explore together
what talents and gifts you can identify in members of the
group. What talents or gifts would you like to have? How can
you cultivate these talents?
• Use your talents for others this week. Be good stewards of
creation and act in an ecologically sound way.
• This prayer is attributed to St Ignatius of Loyola. Use it daily
this week.
Lord Jesus Christ, take all my freedom,
my memory, my understanding, my will.
All that I have and cherish you have given me.
I surrender it all to be guided by your will.
Your grace and your love are wealth enough for me.
Give me these, Lord Jesus, I ask for nothing more.

• A measure of wheat was about 10 bushels so, again, a
considerable debt.
• In Jesus’ time, wealth was seen as a reward for virtue so these
words were a great challenge.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Truth, honesty, integrity and trustworthiness are among the
virtues to be cultivated by Christians who are committed to
following the way of Jesus. The church has formulated a series
of virtues over the ages: ‘Four virtues play a pivotal role and
accordingly are called ‘cardinal’; all others are grouped around
them. They are prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance’
(CCC, §1805).
• Use the Catechism of the Catholic Church to explore what
these terms mean. How may they be practically understood
in the present age?
The theological virtues are faith, hope and charity
(CCC, §§1812–1829).
• Again, use the Catechism of the Catholic Church to explore
what these terms mean. How may they be practically
understood in the present age?
St Paul gives lists of virtues to be cultivated and vices to be
avoided (see, for example, Galatians 5:19–23 or 1 Thessalonians
5:12–22).
• Find and read some of these lists, and discuss how these
‘virtues’ and ‘vices’ are manifested in practical ways in our
world and in our daily lives.
• How are Christians called to respond in certain situations? Be
very practical in the examples chosen for discussion.

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Just like the steward in this story, we are entrusted with Godgiven talents and we must use them in a way that will yield
genuine riches. Increasingly in the modern world, we are also
aware that we must be good stewards of God’s creation to
ensure its riches for future generations.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• Who are ‘the stewards’ of your local community? Who is
entrusted with the ‘administration’ of the parish? What tasks
do they perform? You could invite members of the Pastoral
Council, or others involved in ‘stewardship’, to share their
reflections on the work they do. What priorities are set that
guide the use of the resources of the local community?
• Use small parcels wrapped as gifts as a focus for prayer.
Affirm the gifts and talents of each person in the group. Pray
for each other as you seek to strengthen the virtues required
for Christian life. A suitable song could be ‘Come as you are’
(GA 212). Conclude with the blessing in RCIA at §97D.
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Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘There was a rich man who used
to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every
day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus,
covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps
that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came and licked
his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by the
angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and
was buried.
‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long
way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out, “Father
Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger
in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.”
“My son,” Abraham replied “remember that during your life
good things came your way, just as bad things came the way
of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here while you are in
agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great gulf has
been fixed, to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from our
side to yours, and to stop any crossing from your side to ours.”
‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus
to my father’s house, since I have five brothers, to give them
warning so that they do not come to this place of torment
too.” “They have Moses and the prophets,” said Abraham “let
them listen to them.” “Ah no, father Abraham,” said the rich
man “but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will
repent.” Then Abraham said to him, “If they will not listen either
to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead.”’
(Luke 16:19–31)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The Law of Moses, the Torah, and the writings of the
prophets both stress the need for justice and compassion.
• In the Hebrew Scriptures, God gives a preferential love to the
poor, the outcast and the stranger.
• It is the poor man in this story whose name is given (Lazarus
means ‘God helps’) while the rich man remains anonymous.
Perhaps he represents us all.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This is another text about the unexpected reversals of the
kingdom of God. The situation of the two characters is
described in detail. The rich man no doubt saw his affluence
as a blessing from God, a reward for his goodness. His only
sin was his failure to see the poverty and desperate need that
was at his doorstep. So many stories in Luke’s Gospel deal with
our responsibility to use wealth for the good of all rather than
to monopolise resources selfishly for our own benefit alone.
When the reality of the situation dawns on the rich man, he
is concerned that his brothers do not make the same mistake.
But Jesus points out that they already have the teaching of
Moses and the prophets who repeatedly call Israel to justice and
mercy. If people are prepared to ignore that call, what difference
will it make ‘even if someone should rise from the dead’. This
phrase offers a challenge to Christians: do we too, like the
rich man, fail to see and respond to the needs in our world?
Christian faith is about more than Sunday worship. It is about
living the message of Jesus every day.
• In what ways can our own comfort and wellbeing make us
blind to the needs of others?
• What are the most urgent needs in your local community?
• What do you think are the most urgent needs of our global
village?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• When have you closed your eyes to the plight of another?
• Have you ever failed to listen to good advice? What were the
consequences?
• Share stories of a time when you were in desperate need and
someone offered assistance to you. Alternatively, it may have
been that your needs were not recognised because others
were too absorbed in their own activities.
• Share what you have with someone who has less this week.
• Today’s alternative communion antiphon makes a suitable
prayer this week:
By this we came to know the love of God:
that Christ laid down his life for us;
so we ought to lay down our lives for one another.

S HARING THE TRADITION
A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Just as the rich man failed to understand Moses and
the prophets, today there are many who question the
teaching authority of the church. This is often based on
misunderstanding. The magisterium or teaching authority of
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the church is anchored in the ‘the task of giving an authentic
interpretation of the Word of God, whether it is in its written
form [the sacred Scriptures] or in the form of Tradition [how
that truth from God has been interpreted and applied over
the centuries]’ (CCC, §85). Always at the heart of the church’s
teaching is the need to guide believers in their moral response
to the world and its issues.

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

• There may be some church teachings that catechumens find
difficult to accept, (for example, issues of contraception
or abortion; divorce and remarriage). This could be an
opportunity to explore the difficult teachings of the church
and to explain their origin in the belief that life comes from
God and that each human being has intrinsic dignity.
• There may also be concerns about the perceived hypocrisy
of some church positions (for example, the ‘wealth’ of the
church in the face of human poverty). Explore any other
difficulties catechumens are struggling with.
Today is Social Justice Sunday. The last Sunday of September is
designated by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference as a
day to focus on an issue of justice currently facing our nation.
You could examine the bishops’ Social Justice Statement for
2019 or look at the themes presented in previous statements.
Material and discussion points are available of the ACBC
website. How can your community respond to the bishops’ call?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Abraham is an important figure in Judaism. He was the first
person mentioned in Scripture who put his complete trust
and faith in God (Genesis 12). Abraham became the model of
righteousness. To rest in the bosom of Abraham is a metaphor
for eternal happiness.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• How might outsiders see your own community? Are there
signs of ostentatious wealth that seem incompatible with the
Gospel? What can be done about such situations? In what
ways does your community reach out to the needy? Can
catechumens become involved in this outreach?
• You could use visual images of the suffering in our world as a
focus for prayer. Pray for those who need help and for those
who fail to help. Pray for each other. A suitable song could be
‘Christ be our light’ (GA 404). Conclude with the prayer of
blessing in RCIA at §97C.
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The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord
replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could
say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,”
and it would obey you.
‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep,
would say to him when he returned from the fields, “Come
and have your meal immediately”? Would he not be more
likely to say, “Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait
on me while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink yourself
afterwards”? Must he be grateful to the servant for doing what
he was told? So with you: when you have done all you have
been told to do, say, “We are merely servants: we have done no
more than our duty.”’
(Luke 17:5–10)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The mustard seed is one of the smallest of seeds. Even a little
faith is able to achieve wondrous things.
• A mulberry tree has a complicated root system, which makes
it very difficult to move.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This text comes as Jesus is journeying towards Jerusalem,
and he has already informed his disciples that he will suffer
many things there (Luke 9:44–45). In the verses just prior to
this text, Jesus has told the disciples that they must constantly
forgive wrongs that are done to them. It is little wonder that
the disciples are confused and beg Jesus to increase their faith.
They want to believe in him, but some of the things he teaches
are very difficult. Jesus explains that even a little faith can work
miracles.
The second part of this text is confusing. The servant in
question is probably very grateful that he has a field to
plough or sheep to tend and a home to return to. He is utterly
dependent on the master, and it would be a disorder if the
master served the servant! We too are dependent on God,
who provides for all our needs. Our task in return is to serve
faithfully. When we have done our best in this, we have done
our duty.
• Share stories of people you may have known who have been
committed to their faith. What was it that inspired them? Has
this been part of what inspires you in your journey to faith?
• Who are some of the great saints who showed commitment
to their faith? Share their stories. What inspiration can we
take from their witness?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• In the New Testament period, servants were totally reliant on
the master to provide everything they needed in return for
their labour. Their status was really that of a slave.

• ‘Lord, increase my faith.’ What more can you do to nurture
your faith?

• Jesus always presents the call to discipleship and belief as a
call to service of others.

• What do you see as your duty?

• ‘We are merely servants.’ How is God calling you to serve?
• Share stories of a time when you felt that you ‘did your
duty’. Are there times when ‘duty’ is tedious and becomes an
unwelcome chore? Have there been times when performing
your duty was joyous or stimulating? What is ‘your duty’ at
this point in your life?
• Perform as many small acts of service as you can this week.
• Use today’s entrance antiphon as your prayer this week:
Within your will, O Lord, all things are established,
and there is none that can resist your will.
For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth,
and all that is held within the circle of heaven,
you are Lord of all.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

‘Faith is first of all a personal adherence to God. At the same
time it is a free assent to the whole truth that God has revealed’
(CCC, §150). Faith is both a gift from God through divine grace
(§153) and a human act, in which the intellect and will freely
assent to and accept God’s revealed truth (§156). St Anselm
once defined theology as ‘faith seeking understanding’, because,
in faith, one seeks to know better the One who is revealed and
to understand better what is revealed; to penetrate the mystery
ever more deeply so that faith can become even stronger (§159).
Faith cannot be forced; it must be a free human response to
God. But faith can be fostered and nurtured. Without care, it
can wither and die. The church provides assistance in keeping
our faith alive or, as the letter to Timothy says, of fanning our
faith into a flame.
• Discuss how the flame of faith is being fanned in the
catechumen’s journey to baptism. Invite the catechumens to
offer suggestions on ways you can improve your program. Is
there more that they need? What further supports could be
offered?
• You might explore other practices that can help do this:
meditation, prayer, liturgy, devotional reading, group
discussion and so on.
• How can we continue to nourish faith in the lifelong journey
to God?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Two key concepts are linked in this short gospel passage: faith
and service. To be a person of faith is to be a person of service,
and faithful service to others in the name of the Gospel will
have its own reward. This gift of faith is precious. Read today’s
second reading (Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14) and contemplate how
you can guard this precious gift.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• What faith-sharing opportunities exist within your
community? Are there ways catechumens can become
involved in these? Is there a need to provide further adult
faith-sharing opportunities? How might this be done?
• Use the open Scriptures and a cross, the symbols of our
faith, as a focus for prayer. Pray for the gift of faith and for
a strengthening of faith. Pray for the vocation of service to
others. A suitable song could be ‘This is our faith’ (GA 348)
or ‘In faith and hope and love’ (GA 442). This could be an
appropriate week to have an anointing. Consider the Rite at
§101.
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The Summit Online
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the border
between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered one of the
villages, ten lepers came to meet him. They stood some way
off and called to him, ‘Jesus! Master! Take pity on us.’ When he
saw them he said, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ Now
as they were going away they were cleansed. Finding himself
cured, one of them turned back praising God at the top of his
voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
The man was a Samaritan. This made Jesus say, ‘Were not
all ten made clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems
that no one has come back to give praise to God, except this
foreigner.’ And he said to the man, ‘Stand up and go on your
way. Your faith has saved you.’
(Luke 17:11–19)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• In the biblical material, the term leper probably referred to
people who were suffering from a variety of skin disorders.
• Under Jewish Law, lepers were ostracised and forced to
live outside the city limits. It was thought that they would
contaminate others in both a physical and religious sense.
• Leprosy was seen as a punishment for sin, so lepers were
moral outcasts as well as physical outcasts.
• When a leper was ‘cured’, certain purification rites were
performed by the priests (Leviticus 14). It was only after
purification that lepers could again come into contact with
friends and relations and once again take part in the religious
life of Israel.
• There was an ancient animosity between the Jews and the
Samaritans dating back to the period after the reign of
King Solomon, when his death resulted in civil war and
the splintering of the kingdom into two. The break-away
northern kingdom of Samaria built a new temple on Mount
Gerizim, rejecting the temple in Jerusalem. The Samaritans
were considered apostates by those of the southern kingdom
of Judah.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This gospel is another of Jesus’ teachings about what real faith
entails. It is not simply another miracle story. The lepers begin
by recognising their own need for healing. It is this recognition
that prompts them to cry out to Jesus, imploring him for mercy.
In their need, they turn to Jesus as their hope. He responds
with compassion and sends them to the priests to fulfill Jewish
Law. Nine assumedly complete that journey and re-enter the
religious and social world of the Jews. One, however, does
not go on to the priests and cultic life of Israel. Instead, he
turns back towards Jesus after realising the true source of his
wholeness. It is this recognition that his salvation has come
through Jesus and not the fulfillment of Jewish Law that assures
him of being saved. His response is appropriate: he falls to his
knees, praising God loudly and giving thanks to Jesus for all
that has been done for him. The fact that he is a Samaritan, a
foreigner, may have spoken to Luke’s community, which was
made up primarily of non-Jewish believers in Christ.
• How do you respond to Jesus?
• How do you give praise to God?
• What needs healing in you?
• How do you offer thanks and praise?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Have you ever had the experience of being an ‘outcast’
through no fault of your own?
• ‘Master! Take pity on us.’ Have there been times when you
have been moved by pity or compassion to do something for
another?
• What reasons do you have to give thanks to God?
• The action of Jesus in this text would have completely turned
around the lives of the lepers. Share stories of a time when
your life reached a significant turning point. What was its
impact on you and those close to you?
• Be inclusive of people who are sometimes treated as ‘outcasts’
in our society. Say thank you to someone who has done
something for you.
• Use a part of the ‘prayer’ in the Epistle to Timothy that is
today’s second reading:
If we have died with him, then we shall live with him.
If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The ‘leprosy’ of this gospel text can be seen as a symbol for
anything that acts as a barrier between people. Jesus’ ministry
is full of examples of him breaking down barriers and drawing
people into the fullness of life that is at the heart of the Gospel.
• Brainstorm some examples of the barriers that Jesus sought
to bring down.
• The church is called to imitate Christ in breaking down
barriers, and all the followers of Jesus are similarly called.
Brainstorm some of the barriers that exist between people
in our world (for example, ethnicity, disability, religious
intolerance, levels of affluence and so on). Discuss ways in
which the church is working to break down such barriers and
promote an attitude of ‘one human family’.
• You could tell the stories of great figures in church history
who worked for the inclusion of those who were considered
outcasts (for example Damien of Molokai, Mother Theresa).
• You could discuss recent trends in the church to promote
peace and religious dialogue in troubled places in the world.

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Today’s gospel is another example of Jesus being recognised by
an outsider—in this case, both a leper and a Samaritan—while
those who should know who he is, his own compatriots, do
not respond appropriately. We often witness ‘acts of faith’ from
surprising quarters!

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your parish work to break down the
barriers in our society? Are there occasions when the
community could pray for peace or unity in our divided
world—for example, in prayers of intercession. Is this done as
well as it could be?
• Invite those gathered to consider what it is in their lives that
keeps them cut off from others or from God. Use reflective
music and a period of quiet contemplation. A suitable song
could be ‘Out of the depths’ (GA 227). Conclude with the
prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94K.
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The Summit Online
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C
GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray
continually and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge in a
certain town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor respect
for man. In the same town there was a widow who kept on
coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you against
my enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he said
to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect for
man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow
her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to
death.”’
And the Lord said ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to say?
Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry to him
day and night even when he delays to help them? I promise
you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily. But
when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?’
(Luke 18:1–8)

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

It is unusual for an evangelist to be so explicit about the
meaning of a parable, but here Luke tells us that this parable is
‘about the need to pray continually and never lose heart’. It is
quite likely that those who listened to Jesus tell this story were
very familiar with judges who were a law unto themselves and
who did not dispense justice according to the demands of God
and of Jewish Law. Yet even these will be persuaded to act in
the face of persistence. As ever with Luke, it is not the rich and
powerful who prevail but the poor or the weak—in this case a
widow. How much more, then, will God act? He is not like the
wicked judge. He will hear the persistent cry, especially of the
poor, and will not delay in answering. The real test of our faith
in all this is to accept that God may answer our prayers in ways
we do not expect or even desire. Prayer does not equate with
making demands of God. Instead it is openness to the presence
of God in our lives and a willingness to accept his demands of
us, whatever they may be.
• What things are you persistent in?
• What does this indicate about what is important to you?
• Is prayer important to you? How do you pray?

D I D YOU K NOW?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS

Points of interest and Catholic lore

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• In ancient Israel, according to the Law, justice should have
been available to all who sought it, not only to the rich or
powerful. Judges were appointed and they sat ‘at the city gate’
making themselves available to any who needed a judgment.
The prophets often criticised the corruption that was
sometimes associated with this office. Judgment would go in
favour of those who could pay a bribe!
• Under Jewish Law, there was an especial requirement to look
after the widow and the orphan, who did not have a man to
speak for them.
• Luke’s Gospel was written at a time when believers were
suffering for their faith. They too may have been wondering if
God heard their prayers.

• How do you understand the ‘need to pray continually and
never lose heart’?
• What cries do you think go up to God day and night in our
present age?
• What would our world look like if justice were done?
• Discuss the terms ‘fear of God’ and ‘respect for people’.
What do think they mean in this day and age? Discuss some
examples of the lack of ‘fear of God’ and ‘respect for people’
that we may see around us. How are you being called to
respond?
• Spend time contemplating what ‘fear of God’ and ‘respect for
people’ means today. Practise ‘fear of God’ and ‘respect for
people’ this week in as many ways as you can.
• Use the response from today’s psalm as your prayer this week:
Our help is from the Lord
who made heaven and earth.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

• ‘I must give this widow her just rights.’ The quest for
human rights has long been a cornerstone of the church’s
social teaching. ‘The Church sees in these rights the
extraordinary opportunity that our modern times offer,
through the affirmation of these rights, for more effectively
recognizing human dignity and universally promoting it as
a characteristic inscribed by God the Creator in his creature’
(Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, §152). For
the church, human rights are firmly anchored in the innate
dignity of each person, created in the image and likeness of
God. As such, human rights must be defended. With rights
come responsibilities.
• Use paragraphs 155, 156 and 157 of the compendium as a
source of discussion of human rights and responsibilities.
Paragraph 155 lists a number of rights as specified by Pope
John Paul II in Centesimus Annus (published to mark the
hundredth anniversary of the first social encyclical of the
modern church). You could explore these rights and identify
examples of such rights being violated in our world today.
• You could also explore the human responsibilities and duties
that correspond to those rights. How are those duties being
carried out? What is our personal responsibility?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
The persistence of the widow is at the heart of this gospel
passage. Despite her lack of status, she constantly raises her
voice in pleading for what she needs, and finally her need is
met. So too will God hear the cry of those who call on him.
Sometimes, however, God may not answer our prayer in the
way we want!

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community recognise and promote
the rights and duties of all members? Are the members of
your community familiar with the social teaching of the
church? Does your community provide a forum to explore
these teachings? Is there a social justice group to which
catechumens could be invited?
• Use the open Scriptures as a focus for your prayer. Pray for
all people who suffer injustice and loss of human dignity.
Pray for each other for strength on the journey. A suitable
song could be ‘The Lord hears the cry of the poor’ (GA 36).
Conclude with the prayer of blessing in RCIA at §97I.
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The Summit Online
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided
themselves on being virtuous and despised everyone else: ‘Two
men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer
to himself, “I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust,
adulterous like the rest of mankind, and particularly that I am
not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes
on all I get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not
daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast
and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell
you, went home again at rights with God; the other did not. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who
humbles himself will be exalted.’
(Luke 18:9–14)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• It is always important to look at who the characters are in the
parables of Jesus.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

The purpose of this parable is to shake the complacency of
those who think that all they have to do is follow the rules to
the letter of the law and that that is enough to guarantee them
salvation, regardless of their attitudes towards others or the
way they speak and act. There is a timelessness to this parable.
It is as true today as it was in the time of Jesus. The Pharisee
asks nothing of God. He is under the mistaken impression
that he can fulfill all that is required of him by his own actions.
He believes that as long as he adheres to the letter of the Law,
that is all that is required. The tax collector, on the other hand,
is aware of his brokenness and opens himself to God, asking
for God’s mercy. He rightly recognises his own sinfulness
and sees that God is the only one who can fill the void within
him. Again, as is common in Luke’s Gospel, it is the poor or
the outcast who is on the right track and who will be exalted.
The Pharisee, who should know better, will be the one who
experiences God’s dramatic reversal and will ultimately be
humbled.
• In what ways do you find this parable comforting or
challenging?
• With which character do you most identify?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Pharisees were deeply religious laymen who observed the law
very closely and met together regularly for prayer and table
fellowship.

• Are there times when you pass judgment on others or
consider yourself as ‘better’ than certain people?

• Tax collectors were despised because their job gave them
opportunity to cheat and defraud the people and also because
they cooperated with the Roman oppressors. Their contact
with the gentiles made them ritually unclean. No wonder this
tax collector ‘stood some distance away’. The Pharisees would
have believed he had no right to be in the temple at all.

• Do you find it challenging to look beyond the shortcomings
of others?

• How difficult do you find it to recognise your own
shortcomings?

• Have you ever been in a situation when you were made to feel
small or embarrassed by someone who exulted themselves
at your expense? Have you ever ‘put someone down’ by your
actions or words? Share your reflections.
• Notice occasions this week when it may be easy to judge
someone badly. Do something positive to favour someone to
whom you may feel in some way superior.
• The humble prayer of the tax collector makes a suitable
prayer for you this week:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Last week was Mission Sunday. This is celebrated by the
universal church and is marked each year by a special statement
issued by the Pope encouraging the mission of the church in
the world and the work of those who undertake this mission,
especially in cultures other than their own.
Read the statement issued by Pope Francis to mark Mission
Sunday this year on the Vatican website. You could make
copies available to participants and use this to stimulate your
discussion.
The Second Vatican Council included a decree on the church’s
missionary activity, Ad Gentes. The church considers that all
baptised people are engaged in this missionary activity of the
church.
• You could discuss how all people are called to be
missionary—not necessarily in places far away, but in their
own homes, workplaces and societies.
• You could explore some of the missionary orders of the
church and the work they do—for example, the Columban
Fathers or Divine Word Missionaries.
• You could gather materials from organisations like Columban
Mission, Catholic Mission or Melbourne Overseas Mission
and discuss the missionary work being carried out by
Australians.
• Discuss how the catechumens are called to carry out this
missionary mandate of the church.

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
This gospel really asks us to think about what constitutes right
worship. Is God impressed by words and outward show alone
when the human heart is harbouring thoughts of hatred or
vengeance? This parable would indicate that God is more
impressed by humility and recognition of our own need for
healing.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways is your community involved in the missionary
activity of the church? To whom does your community
reach out?
• You could use a pair of sandals and a walking staff as a focus
for prayer. Invite people to give voice to their own prayers
of intercession for their needs and the needs of the world.
Include all missionaries in your prayer in a special way
today. Conclude with the prayer of blessing in RCIA at §97E.
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The Summit Online
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

GOSP E L
Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when
a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance:
he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He
was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was, but he was
too short and could not see him for the crowd. So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who
was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the spot he looked
up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because
I must stay at your house today.’ And he hurried down and
welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw
what was happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’
they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the
Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor,
and if I have cheated anybody I will pay him back four times the
amount.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to
this house, because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the
Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost.’
(Luke 19:1–10)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This text should be contrasted with the story of the rich official
who is a righteous man that comes just before it (Luke 18:18–
23) but that is not included in the Lectionary readings for this
year. In that text, Jesus challenges the rich man to sell all he has
and to distribute the proceeds to the poor, but the rich man is
unable to give up his wealth. Here, Zacchaeus—also a rich man
but considered a sinner—spontaneously offers to give half his
wealth away and to make generous restitution to those he has
cheated. The response to Jesus of these two characters is in stark
contrast. In his undignified climbing of the tree, Zacchaeus
is prepared to make himself look ridiculous in order to know
Jesus. He has humbled himself in the eyes of the crowd just as
the tax collector humbled himself in the temple in last week’s
gospel. Jesus not only tells parables but lives them in reality. He
has searched out the lost, and the encounter leads to conversion
and salvation.
• Have you experienced an element of personal embarrassment
because of your decision to approach Jesus through the
catechumenate?
• How might a sense of being accepted by God bring about
change in your life?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Are you anxious to discover Jesus?

• The name Zacchaeus means ‘pure’ but the actions of this
wealthy tax collector belied such a name and earnt him the
title of ‘sinner’.

• To what lengths would you go?

• Jesus addresses Zacchaeus as ‘son of Abraham’, a title usually
reserved for the holy or pious ones. Jesus is clearly indicating
that Zacchaeus is as good as anyone else.

• Recall an experience of being overlooked or feeling left out.
Alternatively, share an experience of being singled out or
chosen for something very special.

• Jericho lies in the Jordan Valley, just 6 miles north of the
Dead Sea, and so has a milder climate than the surrounding
barren hills. Herod built a lavish winter palace here.

• Identify someone with whom you are acquainted but whom
you don’t really know well. Try to move beyond superficial
appearances and find out what sort of person they really are.
Change your relationship with them.

• The journey of Jesus to Jerusalem is almost complete. Jericho
is the last town to be passed through before the steep ascent
to Jerusalem.

• How do you welcome Jesus joyfully?

• At each Eucharist we pray:
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Pray this often this week.
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The Summit Online
S H A R I N G T HE T RA DIT ION

EXPLORING THE WORD

NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Zacchaeus is labelled a sinner but he repents of his sin and is
offered salvation. The church teaches that the ‘original sin’ of
Adam and Eve in the garden was a choice for themselves and
against God (CCC, §398) and that this selfish choice has had
implications for all humankind (§402). Self-centeredness marks
the lives of all human beings to a greater or lesser extent.
• You could explore the notion of ‘sinful humanity’ further. It is
important to note that sin is not simply a personal choice but
can also have a communal or social dimension.
• Where do we see the effects of the sin of human selfishness in
our world?
• With repentance comes God’s forgiveness and the restoration
of our relationship with God. Within the church, this
forgiveness and restoration is offered through the sacrament
of reconciliation.
• Where do you experience forgiveness and restoration?
• You could introduce the sacrament of reconciliation if you
have not already done so.
Zacchaeus goes out of his way to encounter Jesus—the
equivalent of presenting oneself for the sacrament of
reconciliation. Zacchaeus acknowledges his sin and proposes to
make amends—the equivalent of confession and penance. (See
CCC, §§1422–1470).
• Look at the structure and prayers of the rite of reconciliation
and use them as a basis for discussion and questions.

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus led him to reassess the way
he lived in the world and the way he related to those around
him. He repented his past wrongs, made restitution and entered
into a new way of being. This same journey is the one to which
baptism into the church calls all believers.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• In what ways does your community make public
demonstrations of faith—for example, a Way of the Cross
through the streets at Easter, a nativity play, or celebration of
a feast? Discuss how the wider secular community may view
such public religious actions. Are there ways for catechumens
to be involved?
• Use the open Scriptures as a focus for prayer. Pray for the
forgiveness of past transgressions. Pray for each other as you
seek Jesus. A suitable song could be ‘Return to God’ (GA
304). Conclude with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA at §94K,
which speaks of coming to salvation.
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Some Sadducees—those who say that there is no resurrection—
approached Jesus and they put this question to him, ‘Master,
we have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married
brother dies childless, the man must marry the widow to
raise up children for his brother. Well then, there were seven
brothers. The first, having married a wife, died childless. The
second and then the third married the widow. And the same
with all seven, they died leaving no children. Finally the woman
herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to which of them will she
be wife since she had been married to all seven?’
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and
husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place in the
other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not marry
because they can no longer die, for they are the same as the
angels, and being children of the resurrection they are sons of
God. And Moses himself implies that the dead rise again, in
the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is
God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in
fact alive.’
(Luke 20:27–38)

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The rule about a brother marrying a childless widow is
known as the ‘Levirate Law’, specified in Deuteronomy
25:5–10. It was really designed to protect the woman who, as
a childless widow, had no social status and no one to provide
for her needs.
• The Sadducees largely lived in Jerusalem around the temple
precinct. They came from a relatively small number of
wealthy and influential families. The high priest and chief
priests often came from Sadducee families. They often
controlled the necessary temple trade.
• The Sadducees were a priestly caste of conservative Jews who
followed the written law of the Pentateuch—the first five
books of the Bible. Resurrection of the dead is not mentioned
in these books, so they did not adhere to this belief. This is
in contrast to the Pharisees, who also adhered to the oral law
and the writings and therefore did believe in resurrection of
the dead.

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

Now that Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem and his ministry
is centred at the temple, he encounters the Sadducees, who
dominate temple worship. The question posed by the Sadducees
in this text was not asked to elicit his teaching on this point but
rather in an attempt to ridicule Jesus and disconcert him. But
Jesus turns the tide and gives two answers to their question.
First, he points out that they have completely misunderstood
what resurrection is. The transformation of life brought by
death is incomprehensible to them because they are not open
to the power of God. Second, he points out that even though
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have died, Moses is conscious that
they must remain alive in a sense because Yahweh continues
to be their God—a God of the living. Death is not the end of
the story and Christian faith is marked by a joy and hope that
ultimately resting in God will bring. This is the destiny of the
human person.
• Explore the continuity between life as we know it now and
life after death.
• How do the catechumens understand ‘life after death’?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• How do you understand the idea of the resurrection of the
dead at this point in your journey?
• What emotions arise when you consider your own death?
• While death is not an easy subject to talk about, you may
like to share some memories of the death of a loved one.
Celebrate the good memories of such people and the positive
side of their lives. What was it that gave you solace at such
times?
If catechumens come from different cultures, you could ask
them to speak of some of the rituals and beliefs associated with
death or funerals in those cultures.
• Visit the graves for your loved ones at some stage during the
month of November. Pray especially for friends and relatives
who have passed away.
• Memorise and pray this prayer for the dead often this week,
remembering your own loved ones:
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord.
May perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.

• November is the month when the church remembers
especially those who have died.
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NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The Creed that is recited at the Mass each week affirms that
‘we look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come’. Belief in the resurrection of the dead has been
an essential element of the Christian faith from its beginnings
(CCC, §991) and this has always met with some degree of
incomprehension and opposition (§996). While many generally
accept that life continues after death in a spiritual fashion, the
most difficult part of the concept is the resurrection of the body.
Catholics believe that, ‘In death, the separation of the soul from
the body, the human body decays and the soul goes to meet
God,’ but through the power of God, at the end times, God ‘will
definitively grant incorruptible life to our bodies by reuniting
them with our souls’ (§997).
• Explore the section of the Catechism that deals with our
understanding of Christian death and resurrection (§§988–
1014).
• You could look at the funeral rite and note the signs of
hope and celebration in that ritual. How does this help us
understand death?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
Traditionally, black has been the colour associated with
mourning, but since the Second Vatican Council, white
vestments are worn at the celebration of a funeral. This is to
emphasise the connection between the joy of the resurrection
of Jesus and the hope of all believers that they, too, will share
this resurrection.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• If it is possible, you could invite the catechumens to attend a
funeral in your community or a neighbouring parish. Discuss
the ways that the life of the person is celebrated and Christian
hope emphasised.
• You could invite members of the group to light a candle or
taper in memory of their loved ones. These could be placed
around a cross. Pray for those who are suffering or facing
death. Pray for each other as you journey towards eternal life.
A suitable song could be ‘Lord, to whom shall we go’ (GA
189). Conclude with the simple prayer of blessing in RCIA
at §97A.
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When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how
it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings,
Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at now—the time
will come when not a single stone will be left on another:
everything will be destroyed.’ And they put to him this question:
‘Master,’ they said ‘when will this happen, then, and what sign
will there be that this is about to take place?’
‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said ‘because many will
come using my name and saying, “I am he” and, “The time is
near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And when you hear of wars
and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is something that
must happen but the end is not so soon.’ Then he said to them,
‘Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines here
and there; there will be fearful sights and great signs from
heaven.
‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute
you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to
imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors
because of my name—and that will be your opportunity to bear
witness. Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare
your defence, because I myself shall give you an eloquence and
a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You
will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair
of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your lives.’
(Luke 21:5–19)

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

This text must be read from the viewpoint of Luke’s community,
who knew of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and
the so-called Jewish Wars that lead to this act. Christians were
being persecuted by both Rome and the Jewish people. It must
have seemed that the end was near. But Luke places these words
on the lips of Jesus, words designed to comfort his community
and give them hope. Jesus warns his followers not to place their
trust in those who purport to know God’s plan for the end of
time. Rather they should know that God is with them no matter
what happens. In the meantime, the church must journey on,
just as Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem and to his ultimate fate. But
God vindicated Jesus through the resurrection, and Christian
believers will also be vindicated by God with the gift of eternal
life. Their endurance will win their lives.
• If you knew that tomorrow would be your last day, what
would you do?
• In the face of adversity, what is the source of your strength?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS
Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Have you had to bear any ridicule or derision because of your
decision to seek baptism?
• Describe a time of chaos or turmoil in your life. What
sustained you or gave you strength through this difficult
time? Share your reflections with others.
• Have you had to face a great challenge that you feared you
may not be able to endure?
• This week, accept those things that you cannot change and
change for the better those things that you can.
• Use today’s communion antiphon this week:

D I D YOU K NOW?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

• The temple in Jerusalem was totally destroyed by the Romans
in ad 70. Luke‘s Gospel was written after this event, so his
readers would have known of its annihilation.
• Early Christian communities faced persecution both by the
Jews, when they were expelled from the synagogues for their
faith in Jesus as Messiah, and by the secular authorities for
their refusal to worship the emperor as a god. Luke is clearly
aware of the tribulations facing his community and seeks to
allay their fears in this text.
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NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

There have been numerous sects that attempt to predict the end
of the world and prepare for it. Such literalism really misses
the point. The church believes that the ‘last day’ will come and
in fact longs for the triumph of God and the victory over the
forces of evil, including death. The ‘Day of the Lord’, which was
inaugurated at the resurrection of Jesus, will be completed with
his final coming in glory. Each Eucharist that we celebrate looks
back to the death and resurrection, making it present again for
us, and also looks forward to the coming of God’s kingdom.
Christians are people who wait in joyful hope, but while we
wait, we live in the reality of the present and try to build God’s
kingdom on earth.
• Share stories of some of the strange sects that seek to
predict the end. Why do you think people are attracted to
these? Are they providing a simple answer with no personal
responsibility?
• Explore the sections of the Catechism that deal with
the church’s understanding of end times and judgment
(CCC, §§668–682, 1038–1050).
• Emphasise the importance of building the kingdom of God
on earth in the present age.
• How are we called to do this in practical ways each day?

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
To describe the end of time, this gospel uses a kind of language
commonly used in this period and known as ‘apocalyptic’
language. The language is symbolic and should not be read
literally. Ultimately, this text is designed to give faith and hope
to those who were suffering persecution. God will protect and
sustain them.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• Examine the balance within your own community in the
way it gives emphasis to the past through the death and
resurrection of Jesus, the present need to live in the world
so that we build the kingdom and the future expectation of
Christ’s second coming.
• You could use images from magazines and newspapers of
natural disasters and conflict overlaid with a cross as a focus
for prayer. Pray for comfort and hope for all those who suffer
in our world. A suitable song could be ‘Restless is the heart’
(GA 239). Conclude with the prayer of exorcism in RCIA
at §94E, which looks forward to the coming of Jesus.
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The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for
the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘let
him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’
The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to
offer vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save
yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is the King
of the Jews.’
One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not
the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the
other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at
all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in our
case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this
man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me
when you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he
replied ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’
(Luke 23:35–43)

EXPLORING THE WORD

EX PLORING THE WORD

It is fitting that this final text from the Gospel of Luke to be
read in the liturgy brings together some dominant themes and
proclaims the kingship of Jesus. Throughout this liturgical year,
we have noted the radical reversal that is at the heart of the
gospel. Christ is proclaimed a king, not in a scene of glorious
enthronement, but as a broken man upon a cross. The kingship
of Jesus is revealed, paradoxically, in the moment of his deepest
humiliation. Throughout the gospel, Jesus seeks out and saves
the lost, and here it is a common criminal, rightly condemned,
who proclaims the kingdom that Jesus is to inhabit. True to
form, the compassionate Jesus of Luke’s Gospel assures him of
salvation, just as he had prayed for forgiveness for those who
had brought him to this point (Luke 23:34).
• How have you experienced the forgiveness offered by Jesus?
• Reflect on the words of the Our Father: ‘Thy Kingdom come
on earth as it is in heaven.’ What are the implications of this
prayer for believers? How can we help build the kingdom of
God on earth?

D I D YOU K NOW?

MAKING C ONNEC TIONS

Points of interest and Catholic lore

Opportunities for group discussion and personal prayer

• Crucifixes often have the letters INRI inscribed on them.
These are the Latin initials for Iesus Nazarenus, Rex
Iudaeorum, which means ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews’.
These are the words that Pilate had written on the cross above
Jesus.

• What do you think and feel when you contemplate the image
of Christ crucified?

• All four gospels state that Jesus was crucified between two
thieves, but Luke is the only one that recounts this story of
one of the thieves recognising and believing in Jesus. This is
consistent with Luke’s theme of God’s grace being granted to
the lowly and the outcast.
• Today is the final Sunday of the church liturgical year. Next
week is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of a
new church year, during which the Gospel of Matthew will be
read.

• Have you ever been punished when you have done nothing
wrong? How did you feel?
• Royalty and royal families seem to have a fascination for
people and certainly achieve plenty of coverage in the media.
Share your feelings about royalty and royal personages. How
does this compare with the image of Christ as King?
• Place a crucifix in a place of honour in your home. Spend
some time each day in prayer before the crucified Christ.
• The plea of the penitent thief makes a fine prayer this week:
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
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NOTES

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

The feast of Christ the King is a relatively new one in the
church calendar. It was established in 1925 by Pope Pius XI
after the world had experienced the horrors of the First World
War and been shocked at the brutality and destruction of the
conflict between so-called civilised Christian nations. The royal
house of Russia had been murdered, and kingdoms toppled
in the aftermath of war. The role of the church in social and
cultural life was diminishing, and there was a greater separation
of church and state. This feast sought to confront growing
secularism head on and confirm that the ultimate authority
was not a nation or military might but the authority of Christ
as universal King. Coming as it does on the final Sunday of the
church’s liturgical year, this feast proclaims that Christ presides
over the whole of history and that all time and all ages belong
to him (CCC, §450).
• In an era when royalty is on the wane, discuss this
understanding of Christ as King. How helpful is it to
members of the group?
• You could use visual images of Christ as King—for example,
Eastern icons—as a stimulus.
• You could contrast other images of Jesus—for example, the
good shepherd—to further the discussion.

SYM BO LS A ND IM AGE S
The image of a king is of one who has ultimate authority and one
to whom loyalty and obedience is owed. It is in this sense that
we celebrate Christ as king. During his life, Jesus preached the
kingdom of God, but he avoided attempts by some to make him a
king in an earthly sense. He was not interested in power or glory
or in military might. The ‘kingship’ of Jesus lies in the authority of
his teachings and the recognition that he is God among us.

LI VI NG T HE WORD
Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment

• What visual images of Jesus are present in your church or
parish buildings? Perhaps you could spend some time in
looking at the visual representations and discussing the image
of Jesus they present.
• Use a crucifix as a focus for prayer. If participants do not have
a cross of their own, you may consider a presentation of one
to each catechumen. You could spend some reflective time
listening to the Taizé chant, ‘Jesus, remember me’ (GA 308).
Another appropriate song could be ‘Jesus Christ, yesterday,
today and forever’ (GA 527). Pray for the coming of the
kingdom of God. Pray for each other, that like the penitent
thief, each will have a place in the kingdom. Conclude with
an adaptation of the prayer of blessing in RCIA at §97I.
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