… throughout the world, let us be
‘permanently in a state of mission’.
27th Week in Ordinary Time

—Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §25

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER

ENCOUNTERING JESUS IN THE WORD

A Missionary ‘Spring’ in the Church

Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium encourages spiritual
reading as ‘one particular way of listening to what the Lord
wishes to tell us in his word and of letting ourselves be
transformed by the Spirit’ (§152).

That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new
missionary ‘spring’ in the Church.
THIS WEEK

• Monday 7 October: Our Lady of the Rosary (memorial)
• Wednesday 9 October: St Denis and Companions;
St John Leonardi
• Friday 11 October: St John XXIII

We sit in the presence of God during a recollected reading of
the text and we read God’s word in prayer—lectio divina—
asking that it ‘enlighten and renew’ us. Take five minutes
of silence to reflect upon how God is speaking through
this text. Noting down some responses to the following
questions may assist with reflection:
I think about my life

BE STILL

Take a moment to allow whatever is in your heart to
rise and to offer your thoughts to the loving care of the
Lord today.
GATHERING PRAYER

• What is God asking me to listen to?
• What does God want me to pay attention to?
• What is God prompting, directing, leading and guiding
me to in this reading?
I think about my community and the world

Loving God,
Allow us to draw near to you
and to sit in your presence
as we open our hearts to respond to your word.
Amen.

• What is God asking of us at this time?
• What does God want us to attend to in our community
or world?
• What is God prompting, directing, leading and guiding
us towards?

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord
replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you
could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,” and it would obey you.
‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep,
would say to him when he returned from the fields, “Come
and have your meal immediately”? Would he not be more
likely to say, “Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and
wait on me while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink
yourself afterwards”? Must he be grateful to the servant for
doing what he was told? So with you: when you have done
all you have been told to do, say, “We are merely servants:
we have done no more than our duty.”’
—Luke 17:5–10
The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECT

BECOMING A MISSIONARY DISCIPLE …

Henry David Thoreau famously wrote in Walden
(a book that reflects on living in simple surroundings)
that ‘The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.’
Some of us may relate to this sentiment. We may feel that
things never seem to be just right in our lives. We carry
disappointments; we are restless, perhaps discontented.
We wonder if we will ever be truly happy. We go on
the much-looked-forward-to holiday and find that our
troubles have found their way into the luggage. We have
the longed-for baby and find that it has changed our lives
in ways that are more challenging than we expected.
The much-desired job turns out to be more routine than
we had hoped. And then there are the unexpected jolts
brought by a health scare or the death of a loved one,
which shake our meaning-making system. And all of this
happens in the midst of the troubled, mysterious world in
which we live.
All of this informs our lives as people of faith. Pope Francis
notes that
Life is a journey, along different roads, different
paths which leave their mark on us. We also know
in faith that Jesus seeks us out. He wants to heal
our wounds, to soothe our feet which hurt from
travelling alone, to wash each of us clean of the dust
from our journey. He doesn’t ask us where we have
been, he doesn’t question us about what we have
done. Rather, he tells us: ‘Unless I wash your feet,
you have no share with me’ (Jn 13:8). Unless I wash
your feet, I will not be able to give you the life which
the Father always dreamed of, the life for which he
created you. Jesus comes to meet us, so that he can
restore our dignity as children of God. He wants to
help us to set out again, to resume our journey, to
recover our hope, to restore our faith and trust. He
wants us to keep walking along the paths of life, to
realize that we have a mission, and that confinement
is never the same thing as exclusion.
—address to detainees at Curran-Fromhold
Correctional Facility, Philadelphia,
September 2015
So we journey on in this troubled, mysterious, beautiful
world of ours, confident that Jesus is with us at this
moment of time, urging us forward, and we are just
where we are meant to be.

Encounter

‘I invite Christians, everywhere, at this very
moment to a renewed personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to
letting him encounter them; I ask all of your
do to this unfailingly each day.’
—Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §3
• How can I accept this invitation to encounter
Jesus in my daily life of faith?
Accompany

If we are to share our lives with others and
generously give of ourselves, we also have
to realise that every person is worthy of our
giving.
—Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §274
• How will I accompany others this week?
Community

The Church which ‘goes forth’ is a community
of missionary disciples who take the first step,
who are involved and supportive, who bear
fruit and rejoice.
—Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §24
• How will I encourage others in my community to
go forth this week in a missionary spirit?
Go forth

Today, as the Church seeks to experience a
profound missionary renewal, there is a kind
of preaching which falls to each of us as a
daily responsibility.
—Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §127
• How will I accept the challenge of preaching
the Good News in word and action this week to
people and communities on the margins, locally
and globally?
PRAY

Loving God,
Encourage me in my living and my loving.
Gift me with a gracious spirit,
in order that I may more readily respond to your
call.
Amen.

© The scriptural quotation is taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co. Inc.
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