Easter

Pope’s prayer intention for May

Evangelization: That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its
members, may be the seed of unity among her peoples and a sign of hope
for this continent.

BE STILL
• Take a moment to allow whatever is in your heart to rise and
offer your thoughts to the loving care of the Lord today.
• Listen to ‘We will rise up and follow’ by David Haas.

Gathering prayer:
Loving God,
Allow us to draw near to you
and to sit in your presence
as we open our hearts to hear your word.
Amen.

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (21:1–14):
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of
Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the
twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two
more of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going
fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They went out and got
into the boat but caught nothing that night.
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the
disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you
caught anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, he said,
‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find something.’ So they
dropped the net, and there were so many fish that they could
not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord’.
At these words ‘It is the Lord’, Simon Peter, who had practically
nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water.
The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish;
they were only about a hundred yards from land.
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread
there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring
some of the fish you have just caught.’ Simon Peter went aboard
and dragged the net to the shore, full of big fish, one hundred and
fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was
not broken. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None
of the disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; they knew
quite well that it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took
the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish. This was
the third time that Jesus showed himself to the disciples after rising
from the dead.
After the meal, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you
know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time
he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes,
Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look after my sheep.’
Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him the third time, ‘Do you love
me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.

WEEK 3
I tell you most solemnly, when you were young you put on your
own belt and walked where you liked; but when you grow old you
will stretch out your hands, and somebody else will put a belt round
you and take you where you would rather not go.’ In these words
he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to
God. After this he said, ‘Follow me.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

Ponder:
Re-read the text. Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium (2013) noted that
in the presence of God, during a recollected reading of the text, it is
good to practice Lectio Divina—the reading of God’s word in prayer
asking that it ‘enlighten and renew’ us. The following questions may
help with this:
• Lord, what does this text mean to me?
• What is it about my life that you want me to change in response
to this text?
• What troubles me about this text?
• Why am I not interested in this?
• What do I find pleasant about this text?
• What is it about this word that moves me?
• What attracts me?
• Why does it attract me?

Reflect:
As we move into this third week of the Easter season, we are
greeted by Jesus on the shore at the Sea of Tiberias. The disciples are
on the boat at night and catch nothing—perhaps some of us feel a
little like that at times! In spite of all our labours, we achieve nothing.
And in this passage we hear that the Lord responds to the nothing.
The Lord’s response to the nothing is one of providing abundance!
And how eagerly the one who was loved by Jesus responds: he
jumps into the seas.
Perhaps we are invited this week to think about how it is that
we respond to the love of Jesus. How can we follow him? What is
our call? How will we live out our mission?

PRAY
Loving God,
Encourage me in my living and my loving.
Gift me with a gracious spirit,
in order that I may more readily respond to your call.
Amen.
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