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The comments made by the 
Holy Father, in his lecture at 
the Regensburg University 
on the 12th of September, 
had repercussions for 

Catholic-Muslim relations around the 
world. We are grateful to God, that 
here in Melbourne, the relationship 
was strong enough between our two 
communities to ride through this 
crisis. 

Archbishop Hart felt a need 
personally to express his support for 
the Muslim community in Melbourne. 
This opportunity came at a meeting 
held at the Office of the Australian 
Intercultural Society, an organisation 
which has been a dialogue partner of 
the Melbourne Archdiocese since 2000. 
Executive adviser of the AIS, Mr Orhan 
Cicek, organised the meeting, inviting 
Archbishop Hart to meet members of 
the AIS and other Muslim communities. 

The Archdiocese has interacted with 
the Melbourne Muslim communities, 
and especially with the Australian 
Intercultural Society, in several concrete 
ways. For instance, during Ramadan 
in 2005, the AIS and the Archdiocese 
together sponsored and interfaith “Iftar 
meal” in Central Hall. In September 
2006, the Australian Catholic 
University and the AIS together 
launched the Asia Pacific Centre for 
Interreligious Dialogue in the presence 
of His Eminence Cardinal Murphy 

O'Connor and AIS Honourary President 
His Eminence Mehmet Ali Sengul.

Archbishop Hart was very keen 
to correct any mistaken view that 
Pope Benedict maybe less than fully 
committed to Christian-Muslim 
dialogue. He recalled being present with 
Pope Benedict in Cologne, whether 
Pope met with the Muslim community 
and committed the whole Catholic 
Church to dialogue with Islam.

The Imams and leaders of the 
Australian intercultural Society had the 
opportunity to ask their own questions 
of Archbishop Hart. For instance, one 
Imam asked whether Pope Benedict 
was perhaps "less spiritual" than his 
predecessor Pope John Paul II. Of 
course Archbishop Hart was able to 
assure him that this was not the case, 
but that there was clearly a difference 
between the two in personality and 
ways of expression. “Just as it is, I'm 
sure, when one imam replaces another" 
he said. Another imam said that he is 
aware that Pope Benedict wishes to 
move the dialogue into a new phase of 
frank and honest discussion.

Imams who attended included Sheikh 
Rezhep Idrizi of the Carlton Mosque 
(President of the Board of Imams Of 
Victoria), Sheikh Issa Musse of the 
West Melbourne Mosque, Sheikh Riad 
Galil of the West Heidelberg Mosque, 
and Sheikh Ilham of the Shepparton 
Mosque.

Archbishop Hart was accompanied 
by Monsignor Peter Kenny (Episcopal 
Vicar for Ecumenical Interfaith 
Relations and the Chair of the 
Ecumenical Interfaith Commission), 
Father John Dupuche (Chair of the 
Catholic Interfaith Committee), and Mr 
David Schütz (Executive Officer of the 
Ecumenical Interfaith Commission).

ROUND OUR TABLE: 
CHRISTMAS IN A 
JEWISH-CATHOLIC 
HOUSEHOLD
By Carolyn Masel

It wasn’t till we moved to 
Manchester that I came to 
understand Christmas as a time of 
light in the darkness. There, winter 
afternoons are brief; it is fully dark 
by four. And although the weather 
is atrocious, Mancunians don’t 
bother with umbrellas; the pulses 
of rain and sleet move horizontally 
down the street, like watery spirits 
hurrying home. On the first day of 
Advent, in street after street of row 
houses, Christmas lights shine or 
twinkle in the front windows. The 
giant spruce by the shops that we 
didn’t notice all year is suddenly 
luminous. We take our little 
children to see it, and meet half the 
neighbourhood. For three or four 
years, every Christmas is their first. 

ARCHBISHOP VISITS MELBOURNE MUSLIMS

From left to right: Monsignor Peter Kenny, Mr Orhan Cicek, Sheikh Rezhep Idrizi, Sheikh Issa Musse, 
His Grace the Archbishop, Father John Dupuche, Sheikh Ilham, Sheikh Riad Galil.
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Last year we held a short 24 
hour Victorian Catholic 
Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Conference at Pallotti 
College in Warburton. This 

year, we did it again but this time all 
on one day and in Melbourne. The 
venue was the Thomas Carr Centre 
in Victoria Parade from 10am to 
4pm on October 28. The invitation 
was extended to the Ecumenical 
Commissions of the dioceses of the 
Sale, Sandhurst and Ballarat, all 
delegates to the Victorian Council 
of Churches and Australian Church 
Women, as well as to any Catholics 
who just wished to attend out of 
interest. About 30 people attended on 
the day, including participants from 
the regional dioceses.

The conference had both an interfaith 
component and an ecumenical 
component. The ecumenical component 
was an information session on 
the current issues in the Anglican 
Communion. This was led by Anglican 
priest Dr Charles Sherlock, who has had 
many years of experience participating 
at an international level in both the 
Anglican Communion and in the 
Anglican-Catholic dialogue (ARCIC). 
The purpose of this component of the 
conference was to help us understand 
the experience of our Anglican 
brothers and sisters. Until Dr Sherlock's 
presentation, many of us thought we 
knew quite a bit about the Anglican 
Church; but we were all fascinated as 
he took us step by step through the 
details of the historical development of 
the communion, peppering the history 
with anecdotes and personal reflections. 
We became aware that it is impossible to 

understand many aspects of the currents 
within contemporary Anglicanism 
without understanding this history.

After lunch, Fr John Dupuche 
let us in a discussion of the draft 
statement of goals and mission from 
the Catholic Interfaith Committee of 
the Melbourne Archdiocese. This was 
more of a workshop in character, with 
participants making suggestions for the 
future shaping of the statement, but 
also was intended to help us all think 
through the purpose and implications 
of interfaith engagement. 

There was also an opportunity for 
short reports from each diocese on 
local ecumenical and interfaith activity. 

It is understood at this point 
that there is no national meeting of 
Catholic Ecumenical Commissions 
planned for 2007. We therefore intend 
to hold a third State conference next 
year, again in Melbourne around 
September or October. As soon as the 
date is fixed an advance notice will be 
posted on our web site, but if you are 
interested in attending, please contact 
our office so we can place you on our 
mailing list for details.

VICTORIAN ECUMENICAL INTERFAITH COMMISSIONS 
CONFERENCE

SqUARINg THE 
TRIANgLE
Melbourne Catholic – Uniting 
– Anglican – Lutheran Relations

For many years it has been the 
custom of the Commission 
to meet face to face with the 
ecumenical committees of 
our dialogue partners. And 

so we have had Anglican-Catholic 
and Uniting-Catholic conversations, 
taking it in turns to play the host. (The 
Anglican and Uniting Committees also 
meet together, forming the third side 
of the “triangle”). 

The usual format is that we meet 
for evening meal, and then follow this 
with 90 minutes of conversation on 
topics of mutual interest. 

Up until this point we have 
never had a meeting with the local 
Lutherans. So last year we extended 
the invitation to Rev. Greg Pietsch, the 
new President of the Victorian District 
of the Lutheran Church of Australia, 
to join us with some of his people in 
2006. This meeting took place on the 
15th of February, when the Lutheran 
Ecumenical Advisory Committee 
joined our Commission for a meal and 
discussion. We had an enjoyable and 
profitable evening, and we pray our 
relationship will continue on the local 
level into the future. 

It was also our turn to be the hosts 
for both the local Uniting Church 
Ecumenical Relations Committee 
(ERC) and the Anglican Ecumenical 
Committee. Our meeting with the 
Anglicans took place on the 21st of 
June. A major topic for our discussion 
was the developments within the 
Anglican Communion, including the 
decision by the Church of England 
to approve the ordination of women 
as bishops, The Westminster Report, 
and the election of Katharine Jefferts 
Schori as the presiding bishop for the 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America.

Our meeting with the Uniting 
Church took place on the 18th 
of October. We took as our topic 
“The Paradox of Ecumenism and 
Ecclesiology”, that is, the openness 
and  inclusiveness of ecumenism 
as compared to the exclusiveness 
of denominational identity. This 
had been a topic at a recent major 
Uniting Church seminar, and they 
were interested in discussing the issue 
directly with one of their dialogue 
partners. In fact, our discussion was 
so fruitful that the Commission is 
considering hosting an Ecumenical 
seminar on the topic for all our 
dialogue partners at some stage  
next year.

Above: Dr Charles Sherlock addresses the Conference

Above: Lutheran Catholic conversation 15 February 2006. From Left to Right from back row: Rev. Gordon 
Wegener, Rev. Greg Pietsch, Rev. Peter Ghalayini, Rev. Dr Adam Cooper, Mr Barry Schwartz, Rev. Peter 
Kriewaldt, Dr Max Stephens, Fr Denis Stanley, Fr John Dupuche, Dr Basil Johns, Mr Gary Cuthell, Sr 
Margaret Galvin, Fr Peter Kenny, Rev. Cecil Schmalkuche

2  EcumEnical and intErfaith BULLETIN

LOCAL ECUMENICAL NEWS



SHOAH MEMORIAL SERVICE
Coinciding with Anzac Day is the 

international commemoration of 
the Shoah. Here in Melbourne, our 
Subcommittee for Relations with Jews has 
had an annual tradition of hosting a Shoah 
Memorial Service. The service is designed 
as an ecumenical Christian service of 
prayer and remembrance, but our Jewish 
brothers and sisters are invited along 
(through Council of Christians and Jews), 
and it is, of course, open to all. Last year, 
the local Uniting Church working group 
for Christian-Jewish dialogue assisted 
us, and this year, for the first time, the 
Memorial Service was a joint Catholic-
Uniting endeavour. 

In line with this new relationship, we 
held the Service at Wesley Uniting Church 
in the city rather than at St Francis as in 
the past. The service (on Thursday 27th 
April) was very poetic, focusing on the 
“voices” of those who experienced the 
Shoah, and including a “living voice” of 
a Jewish guest who spoke from first hand 
experience of those times. 

This year the “living voice” was provided 
by Dr Paul Valent, who spoke of his 
childhood experience of living in fear and 
hiding during the Shoah. 

The service also includes the lighting of 
large candles to symbolise the millions of 
lives lost, and ends with the resounding cry 
from the congregation of “Never Again!”.

BUDDHIST CATHOLIC CONVERSATION
On the 21st 

of February a 
Buddhist-Catholic 
Conversation 
took place on the 
occasion of the 
visit to Australia 
of Samdhong 
Rinpoche, the 
democratically 
elected head 
of the Tibetan 
Government 
in exile, and a 
close associate of the Dalai Lama. We are expecting a visit to 
Melbourne from the Dalai Lama in 2007, and so we took this 
visit as an opportunity to begin to lay some groundwork for 
that visit. 

Twelve members of the Catholic Interfaith Committee (a 
subcommittee of the Commission) attended, and about 24 
members of the local Buddhist institutes formed the other 
partner in the conversation when we met at the Thomas Carr 
Centre. 

We invited Samdhong Rinpoche and Bishop Chris Prowse 
to speak to us on the topic of “non-violence”, and had a time 
of questions and answers. 

Unfortunately the short time bracket that Samdhong Rinpoche 
had in Melbourne did not allow as much time together as we 
would have liked, but we are keen to have another conversation 
with the Buddhists of Melbourne next year.

CATHOLIC JEWISH DINNER
In 2005 Catholics and Jews in Melbourne successfully held 

a joint dinner as part of both faiths' ongoing commitment to 
inter-faith dialogue, friendship and co-operation. 

In 2006 we did it again! Members of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Melbourne joined with members of 
Melbourne's Jewish Community for a Kosher dinner at the 
Beth Weizmann Community Centre on Sunday 10 September 
2006. This was a time for renewing acquaintances made last 
year, and for making new friendships over food and wine. The 
dinner took place in the weeks leading up to the Jewish New 
Year and the Catholic festival of All Saints.  For both faiths, 

this was a time 
of joint reflection 
and commitment 
to peace and 
harmony. 

The meal began 
with the sounding 
of the Shofar, and 
a welcome by the 
President of the 
Jewish Community 
Council of 
Victoria, Mr. 
Anton Block, and 
Fr John Dupuche, 

Chair of the Catholic Interfaith Committee. During the meal, 
a musical presentation of Psalms was made by Mr Stephen 
Clements and Anthony Halliday.

Keynote addresses were given by Monsignor Tomlinson Les 
Tomlinson and Rabbi Meir Kluwgant.

The Catholic Interfaith Committee has been very active 
in 2006. Activities have included The Annual Interfaith 
Symposium, preparing a statement of goals and mission, 
preparing an archdiocesan plan for "Promoting Interfaith 
Relationships” in Melbourne, co-hosting international 
visitors (such as Bernard Sabella and Imam Yahya Hendi), 
strategic planning for future relationships with Muslim 
communities, coordinating activities with the new Asia-Pacific Centre for 
Interreligious Dialogue at ACU, and holding numerous conversations with 
Buddhists, Sikhs, Baha'is, and Muslims. 

The main event of the year was the Catholic Interfaith Committee Annual 
Symposium held at the Thomas Carr Centre, East Melbourne, on June 18th, 
with the theme: “Judgement-Mercy”. 

Speakers included Mr Mehmet Seker (Selimiye Foundation - Muslim), 
Mr Damien Busby and Venerable Michael Lobsang Yeshe (Tara Institute 
– Buddhist), Mr Bernard Korbman (Holocaust Centre Australia - Jewish), and 
Swami Bhaktananda (Yoga in Daily Life - Yogi).

�EcumEnical and intErfaith BULLETIN 

Above: The Symposium 
Panel: Mr Damien 
Busby, Venerable Michael 
Lobsang Yeshe, Swami 
Bhaktananda, Mr Bernard 
Korbman, Mr Mehmet 
Seker and Fr John Dupuche.
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MELBOURNE CATHOLIC DIALOgUE WITH EVANgELICALS AND PENTECOSTALS

For the first time the Commission has embarked 
upon a real interaction with Evangelical and 
Pentecostal Christians. We felt that it was 
important for us to meet together because—
although we had much in common in terms 

of faith and life—we had become somewhat estranged 
from one another, especially in regard to matters such as 
interfaith dialogue. 

Dr Brian Edgar of the local branch of Evangelical Alliance 
assisted us in making the contacts necessary. We decided we 
would have a series of four meetings over lunch so that the 
atmosphere is as relaxed as possible. 

After an introductory meeting in November 2005, we met 
three times in 2006. At the second meeting in February, our 
topic was “Prayer and My Relationship with Jesus”. Three 
short presentations, one Evangelical, one Pentecostal and 
one Catholic, were given and surrounded with discussion. 
Catholics were very interested to learn more about the place 
of miraculous healings and the gifts of the Spirit in the 
lives of the Pentecostal participants, and the Evangelicals 
were very interested in the place of the Saints in Catholic 
prayer and piety. Many insights were gained, and many 
misconceptions laid to rest. 

The third meeting in June discussed “Evangelism and our Faith active in Society”. 
Again, three presentations were given and discussion took place.

At the final meeting on October 13, it was decided that we would meet for a second round of dialogue in 2007. Over another 
four meetings, we would discuss the topic "Preaching the Gospel in Secular Australia." The first meeting will be on February 15. 
Please keep this meeting in your prayers.

WEEk OF PRAyER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITy 2006

In Australia, The Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity is celebrated 
each year in the week leading up to 
Pentecost. It has been some years 
since the Commission has organized 
any particular events for this week, 
but in 2006 we made a small start to 
what could happen on a greater scale 
next year.

On each evening from May 29th to 
June 2nd, public evening prayer was 

held in the Sacred Heart chapel of St Patrick's Cathedral in 
East Melbourne at 5:15pm. A special booklet was prepared 
with short quarter of an hour services for each of the five 
nights, based upon evening prayer according to the Divine 
Office and the Week of Prayer resources released by the World 
Council of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity. 

While the numbers for this service never amounted to more 
than about a dozen, it served as a useful pilot for a project 
which could be promoted for parishes in 2007. The same 
services we used could be used in parishes to promote prayer 
for Christian unity within their own community. Such prayers 
could be led by laypeople or by the parish priest.

If you would like to receive prayers for use in The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity 2007, please contact David at the 
Commission office.

IMAM yAHyA HENDI
Imam Yahya Hendi (http://www.imamyahyahendi.com) 

is the Muslim chaplain at Georgetown University, the first 
American University to hire a full-time Muslim chaplain. He 
undertook a series of speaking engagements and interfaith 
dialogues in Australia as part of the U.S. Speaker program 
for the Embassy of the United States. In Melbourne, the US 
Consulate liaised with the Catholic Interfaith Committee and 
APCID to present a public lecture at 
ACU on August 2 this year. 

One of the things that make Imam 
Hendi, particularly interesting and 
worthwhile listening to is that he is 
not only are fully trained Imam, but 
has also done a degree in Christian 
theology from Hartford Seminary, and 
has studied Judaism at a rabbinical 
seminary. He is able to read, not 
only the Koran, but also, the Hebrew 
Scriptures in the Christian New 
Testament in the original languages. 
He is a fiery speaker—a skill which 
he said he learned from a Baptist preacher, who taught 
homiletics at Hartford. And he’s out to convert the world—
not to Islam, Christianity or Judaism, but to peace!

Imam Hendi also visited Canberra, Sydney, and Perth. In all 
these centres he met with a wide variety of groups including 
Australian Government officials, community groups and high 
school students. 

Building Bridges
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Above: Participants in the first round of conversations 
between Catholics, Evangelicals and Pentecostals in 
Melbourne



NOAH'S PUDDINg AT CARDINAL 
kNOx CENTRE

On February 14th, three members of the Australian 
Intercultural Society, Namik Zeybek, Mehmet Seker, and 
Halil Ibrahim Yilmaz, came to share “Noah’s Pudding” with 
the staff of the Archdiocesan offices. 

About 35 staff members came to hear about “Ashura” 
(10th of Muharram in the Islamic Calendar), a solemnity in 
Islamic tradition. It is celebrated differently by Sunni and 
Shiite Muslims as it marks a battle that took place between 
Sunni and Shiite Muslims very early in their history. In the 
Sunni tradition, it also marks the landing of Noah's ark and 
the Jewish Day of Atonement.

"Ashura" is an Aramaic form of the Hebrew word "'Asor" 
(the tenth), still to be found in a liturgical poem for the Day 
of Atonement. 

The AIS follow the Turkish Sunni observation, and part of their tradition is to share a rich, sweet, nutty desert called 
"Noah's Pudding" with their neighbours. While we were tucking into the pudding, Namik answered questions from the staff 
members about Ashura and Islam. For many, it was the first opportunity to meet Muslim people of whom they could ask 
these questions. As a “thank you” gift after the event, the Commission presented the AIS with a representation of Noah’s Ark 
made in the El Salvadorian style, which we are told is now hanging in the AIS offices.

The Catholic Interfaith 
Committee, together 
with ACU's Asia-Pacific 
Centre for Interreligious 
Dialogue and the Public 

Theology Project of the Canberra 
Baptist Church, hosted an evening 
conversation with Dr Bernard Sabella 
on the 13th of July this year.

Dr Sabella is Professor of Sociology 
at Bethlehem University. He received 
his Ph.D. in Sociology from Viriginia 
University and is a member of various 
Palestinian institutions. His scientific 
and research interest focuses on 
Palestinian society. He is the co-author 
of many academic publications and 
serves as the Executive Secretary of the 
Department of Services to Palestinian 
Refugees in the Middle East Council of 
Churches.

Of greatest interest to us, however, 
is that in the most recent Palestinian 
elections Dr Sabella was elected to 
the Palestinian Legislative Council 

as a member of the Fatah (Liberation 
Movement of Palestine) party. 
As a Catholic, he is one of only 
two Christians in this Palestinian 
parliamentary body. The evening was 
therefore an opportunity to hear first-
hand about the issues surrounding the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict from the 
unique perspective of one who directly 
and centrally involved. 

Dr Sabella’s over-arching message 
was that the problems in the Middle 
East are political, not religious. ‘Many 
do not seem to realise that we Arabs 
and Jews have a common heritage. 
We are both semitic people, and 
neither has a vision for a religiously-
based society,’ he said. ‘Many Jews are 
absolutely opposed to what is going 
on in the occupied territory. We know 
that 80% of Jewish people in Israel 
would not want to live in a Jewish 
Orthodox society.’

‘There are many political and social 
differences between us; I am not 
saying that Christians have always 
been compassionate and loving, but 
Christianity teaches us how to see God 
in the other, and I see this as a guiding 
principle. Religious leaders must not 
keep silent about an event that hurts 
other people, and this standard must 
be applied whoever the victim is. If 
you do not complain about an evil 
happening to an Israeli, then you are 
not a peacemaker. There is an equality 
of evil in terrorist events, and that is 
why I find it difficult to have been told 
that I am “on the other side”.’

Dr Sabella pointed to two elements 
in Judaism to which Christians had 

not given sufficient attention: Judaism 
is the source of monotheism, and its 
traditions and laws remain important. 
He challenged both Arab and Jew to 
find common ground; the slower the 
process, the more difficult it would 
become.

His skepticism about interfaith 
dialogue centres on the question: is it 
worth it? ‘I am really torn,’ Dr Sabella. 
He quoted a positive example of his 
own son Zach (see Gesher 2005, page 
48) working with his Jewish friend 
Jonathan on a municipal Alliance for 
Peace project, backed by the Dutch 
Government. They work on sewerage 
and other local amenities that touch 
people’s daily lives. ‘There is no 
five-star hotel dialogue here,’ said 
Dr Sabella. ‘Israelis too are showing 
lots of goodwill in projects like their 
work for children of all backgrounds 
with cancer, a project supported by 
the European Union. I do not believe 
that religious dialogue will solve our 
problems; we cannot fantasise that by 
tackling religious issues everything is 
going our way.’

After the public conversation, 
there was the opportunity for a small 
Ecumenical group of Christians, 
together with Muslim and Jewish 
guests to have a supper together and to 
ask further questions of Dr Sabella. In 
thanking Dr Sabella, VCC Secretary Ms 
Maureen Postma said he had inspired 
his listeners not to talk more, but to 
work and act.

VISIT OF BERNARD SABELLA: 13TH JULy 2006 By David Schütz with Morna Sturrock
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Above: Carmel Crawford (Archbishop's Office of Evangelisation), Adrian Klep 
(Assistant Business Manager), David Schütz (The Commission), Namik Zeybek 
(AIS), Mehmet Seker (AIS), Halil Ibrahim Yilmaz (AIS), James McDonald 
(Youth Office), Brenda Hubber
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By David Schütz

On Sunday, July 9th, I 
took the opportunity 
of going out to the 
Thomastown Mosque, 
where the Australian 

Intercultural Society was holding 
a “Mosque Open Day”. The 
afternoon involved a tour of the 
mosque, and discussion groups 
where visitors had the opportunity 
to ask local Muslims about their 
beliefs and practices. Although 
it was a cold day, the welcome 
was warm and we were served an 
excellent Middle-Eastern afternoon 
tea. 

For me, the most enjoyable 
part of the day was watching my 
daughters Maddy and Mia playing 
with two young Turkish Muslim 
children, Yusef and Besa. As the 
Co-ordinator of the AIS, Orhan 
Cicek, said to me afterwards, there 
is a universal language of play 
between children. It is a pity that 
we tend to loose this language as 
life goes on. 

As I thought about this, I realised 
that “play” remains important for 
the development of relationships 
between adults also. The week before 
the Open Day, from Monday July 
3 to Thursday July 6, I was one of 
60 people who attended the third 
annual Jewish Christian Muslim 
Association (JCMA) conference. 
Twenty Christians, twenty Jews 
and twenty Muslims lived together 
for four days at Pallotti College in 
Warburton. 

Since it was a live-in conference, 
we not only shared sessions of 
reflection, lectures and discussion, 
we also ate together, relaxed together, 
prayed together (in so far as this 
was possible) and, yes, even played 
together! 

The light-hearted nature of 
the conference, which could so 
easily have become bogged down 
in the very deep issues that arise 
whenever members of the three 

Abrahamic faiths get together, was 
assured by the presence of a sizable 
contingent of young people under the 
age of 30. The youngest participant, a 
Muslim girl visiting from Indonesia, 
was aged just 15 and had come 
along with her older sister. These 
youngsters stayed up late playing 
cards, and invariably missed the first 
session in the morning, but they 
probably achieved more for interfaith 
harmony in their late night games 
than we did in our early morning 
reflections.

Conferences such as this tend to be 
highly structured, with engagements 
at different levels including 
presentations to the whole group, 
cluster group reflections, and small 
groups of three discussion passages 
from our holy books. There was a 
“break in transmission” one evening, 
however, which we called “speakers 
corner” which allowed anyone with 
a particular point of view to have 
their 15 minutes of fame on their pet 
topic. This produced lots of rowdy 
interaction! More play! 

This was the third JCMA 
conference, and they happen every 
year. Through JCMA, a network of 
trusted friendships has been building 
up between the members of the three 
Abrahamic faiths, creating greater 
harmony between our communities. 

If you have not been to a JCMA 
conference yet, this is by far the best 
way to get into interfaith dialogue. 
It can be a little like jumping in the 
deep end. The best bit is actually 
the fun and the laughter we have 
together, as we engage in a grown-up 
version of playing together. By first 
becoming friends, we can then face 
our differences. 

The dates for the 2007 conference 
are July 2nd to 5th. Plan to come! 
Also, there will be a special JCMA 
Women's Conference from February 
12-14 at Amberly Conference 
Centre. For more information on 
either of these events, contact David 
at the Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commission on 9926 5708.

"PLAyINg TOgETHER"
Open day at a mosque and JCMA 2006

2006 ABRAHAM CONFERENCE
Report from the AIS Website

This year's Abraham Conference was held at 
the Leonda By The Yarra Function Centre. The 
conference was presented by:

– AIS (Australian Intercultural Society)
– Australian Centre for the study of Jewish 

Civilisation, Monash University
– Centre for Studies in Religion and Theology, 

Monash University
– Asia-Pacific Centre for Inter-religious 

Dialogue
– Australian Catholic University
– Catholic Interfaith Committee.
The conference revolved around the 

theme ‘Multiculturalism, Secularism and 
Interfaith Relations’. Mr. George Lekakis (The 
Chairperson of the Victorian Multicultural 
Commission and a former leader of the Ethnic 
Communities Council of Victoria) addressed 
the gathering, followed by Honourable Andrew 
Robb (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs) and 
Rabbi Michael Melchior (Honorary Chief Rabbi 
of Norway). 

Archdeacon Phillip Newman (President 
Victoria Council of Churches) gave his response 
to the keynote address. Mr. Orhan Cicek 
(Executive advisor of Australian Intercultural 
Society) thanked guests, presenters and 
organisers for their hard work in organising 
the Abraham Conference. Mr. Cicek stated 
that misunderstandings and conflicts would 
not end without dialogue. The first half of 
the Conference was finalised with Professor 
Mahmut Kilic's (Head of Islamic Sufism, 
Marmara University) keynote response.

Following the lunch break, the audience had 
the opportunity to ask questions to the guest 
speakers, who were:

– Jewish Speaker: Mr. Arnold Zable, 
Journalist-The Age-Retired lecturer-Melbourne 
University,

– Christian Speaker: Reverend Merrill 
Kitchen, Principal of Churches of Christ 
Theological College,

– Muslim Speaker: Mrs. Fulya Celik, 
Religious Education Coordinator-Isik College.

The moderator was Mr. Paul Gray, Journalist- 
The Herald-Sun, who addressed the topic of 
“Religious Freedom and Civil Liberties.”
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Above: The participants at JCMA 2006.

Above: Story time during a quiet moment at JCMA!

Above: Mia, Besa and Maddy tucking into the 
food at Thomastown Mosque.
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The Asia-Pacific Centre for 
Inter-religious Dialogue, 
launched at Australian 
Catholic University Melbourne 
in August, is ‘a timely and 

hopeful initiative - indeed a sacred trust’.
These were the words of His Eminence 

Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor, the 
Archbishop of Westminster and a leading 
Catholic voice in establishing dialogue as 
a secure basis for peace. The Cardinal, 
who also visited Brisbane and Sydney, 
has specialised in Catholic-Muslim 
relations and continuously stressed the 
vital principle of ‘sacred hospitality’ 
. The late Dr Zaki Badawi famously 
appealed to him for help in drawing 
on the Catholic experience in assisting 
Muslims to become comfortable British 
citizens.

A packed gathering at ACU’s St 
Patrick Campus in Fitzroy saw the 
unveiling of a plaque by both Cardinal 
Murphy-O’Connor and His Eminence 
Mehmet Ali Sengul, honorary president 
of the Australian Intercultural Society, 
who also represented the world 
renowned Turkish Muslim scholar 
His Excellency M. Fethullah Gülen. 
The latter had suggested to Pope John 
Paul II in 1998 that they found a joint 
university in Urfa, Turkey. Instead, three 
centres for interfaith dialogue have been 
opened: Georgetown in Washington, 
DC; John Carroll in Cleveland, Ohio; 
and the Gregorian in Rome.

Fethullah Gülen sent a message for 
this new interfaith initiative with ACU, 
calling it ‘a beautiful development’ . The 
Vice-Chancellor of ACU, Professor Peter 
Sheean AO, signed a joint declaration of 
intent with Mr Orhan Cicek, executive 
administrator of the Australian 
Intercultural Society (AIS). 

As read by Assoc. Professor Raymond 
Canning, inaugural Director, Asia-
Pacific Centre for Inter-religious 
Dialogue, the declaration of intent 
states:

"Grateful for the strong and 
harmonious working relationship 
that has been built up between the 
two in relation to various projects 
since the year 2000, Australian 
Catholic University and the Australian 
Intercultural Society now intend to 
formalise this relationship in the 
context of the University’s newly 
launched Asia-Pacific Centre for  
Inter-Religious Dialogue by moving 
towards the establishment of the 
Fetullah Gülen Chair in Islamic Studies.

"Through the Centre and the 
University’s Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, the Fetullah Gülen Chair 
will provide a functional link between 
the Australian Intercultural Society 

WHAT IS APCID?
The Asia-Pacific Centre for Inter-religious Dialogue at ACU National exists 

to promote inter-faith research and foster mutual understanding, respect and 
collaboration between Christians and followers of other religions.

APCID seeks to develop a range of initiatives aimed at promoting respectful 
dialogue and peaceful coexistence and co-operation between religious 
communities and cultures in the Asia-Pacific region.

As APCID develops it is intended to be a clearinghouse and resource centre 
for schools, inter faith commissions State and Commonwealth Government 
departments, public and private agencies, businesses and foundations.

The Centre will promote inter-religious research, host seminars, organise 
major symposia and conferences and facilitate workshops and interfaith 
dialogue groups at the grassroots level.

AN "EMINENT" OPENINg FOR APCID
By Morna Sturrock (from "Gesher")

and the University, particularly 
in relation to research in Islamic 
Studies and Inter-religious Dialogue. 
It is envisaged that the creation of 
the Chair will foster leading edge 
and nationally and internationally 
competitive research in Islamic 
Studies and Inter-religious Dialogue, 
which will inform the growth of 
these academic disciplines, as well as 
related education, practice and policy, 
in ways that will be beneficial both to 
the AIS and the University."

In his address, Cardinal Murphy 
O'Connor said that the central 
reason for interfaith co-operation is 
to uphold religious freedom. "It is 
essential that Muslims can worship 
freely in Melbourne and Sydney, and 
that Christians can worship freely 
in Riyadh or Kabul", he said. "It is 

crucial for Christians and Muslims 
to maintain this “vital principle of 
sacred hospitality,” he added.

"Where Christians are being 
denied their rights or are subject 
to sharia law, that is not a matter 
on which Muslims in Britain or 
in Australia should remain silent. 
Where religious rights of minorities 
are disrespected in the name of 
Islam, the face of Islam is tarnished 
elsewhere in the world," he said. 

The challenge for each religion 
was to keep its exclusive claims 
while overcoming ignorance 
and learning respect. "What is 
good is growth towards mutual 
understanding, but also a mutual 
witness to values we share — peace 
and justice — and that's not 
insignificant."
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Above: His Eminence Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor and  
|His Eminence Mehmet Ali Sengul unveil the plaque.
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Dear Friends and 
Colleagues,

Christians and 
Muslims alike worship 
the One God. John Paul 

the Second, who contributed so 
much to the work of interreligious 
dialogue, stated quite clearly,

“Christians and Muslims have 
many things in common, as 
believers and as human beings. 
We live in the same world, marked 
by many signs of hope, but also 
by multiple signs of anguish. For 
us, Abraham is a model of faith in 
God, of submission to his will and 
of confidence in his goodness. We 
believe in the same God, the one 
God, the living God, the God who 
created the world and brings his 
creatures to their perfection.” 

This common faith is the 
foundation of our relationship 
and characterises all our activities. 
Because we worship the same God 
in whom Abraham put his faith, we 
are duty bound to live together in 
unity of mind and heart. The One 
God requires us to live as one with 
each other.

Pope Benedict XVI, in his very 
first address after being elected as 
Pope, stated his wish to continue 
establishing bridges of friendship 
with the adherents of all religions, 
showing particular appreciation 
for the growth of dialogue between 
Muslims and Christians.   

He repeated this same point 
several weeks later when he met 
with Muslim leaders in Cologne, 
Germany, on the occasion of World 
Youth Day. He said 

THE STATEMENT OF ARCHBISHOP HART TO MUSLIMS
Extract from the statement by His Grace on the occasion of his meeting with The Australian Intercultural Society, 2 November 2006. 
(For full text, see: http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/documents/ArchbishopHarttoAIS2ndNov2006_001.doc)

“Interreligious 
and intercultural 
dialogue between 
Christians and 
Muslims cannot 
be reduced to an 
optional extra. 
It is, in fact, a 
vital necessity, 
on which in large 
measure our future 
depends”. 

He developed 
this point more 
recently when 
he met with the 
Ambassadors from 
Muslim countries 
accredited to the 
Holy See.  He 

stated that: 
“In a world marked by relativism 

and too often excluding the 
transcendence and universality of 
reason, we are in great need of an 
authentic dialogue between religions 
and between cultures, capable of 
assisting us, in a spirit of fruitful 
cooperation, to overcome all the 
tensions together.” 

 Pope Benedict has stated clearly, 
therefore, his respect for Islam and 
has declared his wish to develop the 
dialogue.

Likewise it is my pleasure to be 
with you this evening, to declare 
our shared faith in the One God and 
also to declare publicly and clearly 
the commitment of the Catholic 
Church in Melbourne to the work of 
interreligious dialogue. Indeed, in my 
Pastoral Letter of 2004 addressed to 
all the Catholics in Melbourne I listed 
as one of my priorities the outreach to 
members of other religious traditions. 
It is my earnest wish that Catholics 
should cooperate with Muslims and 
therefore with the members of the 
Australian Intercultural Society in 
every way possible. The possibilities 
are immense since the Catholic 
Church in Melbourne is the largest 
Catholic community in Australia 
and numbers about 1 million. It has 
hundreds of churches in Melbourne 
and it has established hundred of 
schools both primary and secondary. 
It has a large number of agencies 
in every domain, social welfare, 
hospitals, and chaplaincies and so on. 

Dialogue is important for us, it is 
important for our world. People will 
look upon our harmony and mutual 
respect and be moved to say that God 
must have revealed himself if Muslims 

and Christians, who are different 
in many ways, can come close in 
bonds of affection and mutuality. Our 
closeness is a sign to a secularised 
world that the God of Abraham is 
alive and active. They will see that we 
submit to the revelation that has come 
from the Almighty. They will see that 
we have contact, in some mysterious 
way, with the One who transcends the 
heavens and the earth and who has 
yet spoken to us and drawn us into 
his life.  

…I have come this evening 
particularly to express my thanks 
for the work of the Australian 
Intercultural Society and my 
admiration for the wide range of 
activities you have undertaken. The 
Society has been at the forefront of 
interreligious dialogue in Melbourne. 

…Pope Benedict hopes that the 
Christian and Muslim world will 
work together to create a society 
based on humanity and reason. 
Indeed, the Catholic Church and the 
Muslim communities have, on the 
international stage, often worked 
together on issues concerning justice 
and family life. This has happened at 
UNESCO and must be mirrored on 
the Melbourne scene as well.

We Catholics wish to proclaim our 
joy in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, who is forever blessed. We 
wish to be good news to you and to 
share with you the joy of our faith 
just as we want to drink of the peace 
that comes from Islam. We will learn 
from each other how to be more 
faithful. We will discover ways to 
become more truly Muslim and more 
truly Christian. We will be able to 
worship God who is forever blessed, 
more wholeheartedly and with greater 
insight. 

The God we worship is 
compassionate and full of mercy. 
We honour him, therefore, when we 
are compassionate to each other. If 
we truly worship him, we will also 
be merciful to each other in all our 
weaknesses. 

Catholics and Muslims both 
believe in Judgment Day when we 
will be called to give an account of 
our stewardship. In the Gospel of 
Matthew (25.31-46) Jesus is described 
as the Just Judge. In obedience to the 
One who sent him, may he look on 
us that day and say, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have shown 
you can be faithful in small things, I 
will trust you with greater; come and 
join in your Master’s happiness.” 
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Above: The Archbishop meets Mr. Ergun Kirmaci, Chairperson of the 
Australian Intercultural Society.
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I
t is a great honour for me 
to be here today. I bring 
you greetings from the very 
large Catholic community 
of the great Archdiocese of 

Melbourne, which encompasses 
over one million people. We wish 
you the blessings of God during this 
beautiful Buddhist Spring Festival. 
May I congratulate the Tibetan 
Buddhist Society for creating such 
a beautiful centre here at Yuroke. I 
am aware of the suffering many of 
you have had to endure over the 
years. The Dali Lama, who we are 
looking forward to visit Melbourne 
in 2007, has often spoken of the 
pain of your people. Yet, instead of 
being withdrawn and embittered, 
you have created a beautiful oasis of 
love, peace and contemplation here. 
Sincere and humble congratulations.

In our Catholic Christian tradition, 
our leader, Pope Benedict XVI, has in 
recent times written a beautiful letter 
to Catholics about love. I thought I 
might share for a few moments its 
essential message. The letter is titled, 
GOD IS LOVE, or in Latin, DEUS 
CARITAS EST. The Pope examines the 
meaning of this overused and most 
understood of all words today – Love. 

Pope Benedict speaks about 
two types of love: eros  (the love 
between a man and a woman; a love 
which seeks personal satisfaction) 
and agape (a love which seeks the 
good of the other, although that 
person may not be liked or even not 
known). 

For Christians this second type 
of love , agape, is only possible if it 
is grounded in love for God. It is a 
response to God’s love for human 
beings. So love of God and love of 
neighbour are inseparable. They form 
a single commandment.

Christians believe that the perfect 
manifestation of agape love is made 
present in Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God made man. This is why the 
forthcoming feast of Christmas is so 
important to us. Jesus is Christmas 
for us. We also show forth to the 
world the Cross of Jesus. We believe 
that no greater love did God show 
humanity than when God’s son, 
Jesus, died on the Calvary Cross 
and rose at Easter. This is celebrated 
afresh in our Sacraments, especially 
the Eucharist (Mass). It is also made 
manifest when Christians follow the 

example of Jesus by showing love for 
our neighbour, especially the poor 
and suffering of the world.

For many years now Buddhists 
and Christians have appreciated 
the importance of dialogue 
together. Catholics have noted 
well how Buddhists appreciate 
the love for one’s neighbour. If I 
understand correctly, Buddhists 
express several concepts regarding 
this type of love. Your concept of 
metta is a love without any desire 
to possess but only to help others. 
It is understood as a love that is 
willing to sacrifice self-interest for 
the benefit of humanity. It is not 
simply a philosophical idea but one 
that extends to charitable deeds of 
service to others. It is a universal 
benevolence. I also understand 
too that your concept of karuna is 
a loving compassion for all living 
beings.

This type of love for others is 
so important in today’s Australian 
world. Australia is a land of plenty 
but there are still signs of great 
poverty. There are many examples 
but let me choose briefly just three. 

The socio-economic statistics 
regarding the First Australians, 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders, are a national disgrace. 
Another type of poverty, the poverty 

of a lack of understanding towards 
our Islamic brothers and sisters, 
has become a more recent national 
priority requiring compassionate 
solutions.  Yet another type of 
poverty, the poverty of failing to 
give married and family life the 
priority it deserves for a stable 
society, ought concern us all.

Perhaps Buddhists and Catholics 
here in Melbourne could do more 
together to respond to these 
and other challenges of love of 
neighbour in our present times. 
Both our Traditions are rich in 
the understandings of love. Our 
society is so confused with this 
key word. We have a clarity to 
offer. We have a common task in 
our new but ancient land of the 
Southern Cross.

We rejoice today that our paths 
have crossed yet again. We look 
forward to meeting again many 
times. Let these times be of 
mutual encouragement for the 
peoples of both our Traditions. Let 
us deepen our respectful dialogue, 
based on love and truth, to further 
collaboration in the service of 
those most in need.

BISHOP PROWSE ADDRESSES BUDDHIST FESTIVAL
On Saturday, 11th November 2006, Bishop Chris Prowse was invited to participate in the Tibetan Buddhist Society's annual 
Spring Festival at Yuroke (north of Greenvale). There were about 500 people present, including political and municipal leaders. 
Buddhists are one of the quickest growing religious groups in Victoria at present. Here is an abridged transcript of his address.
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Below: Venerable Geshe Acharya Thubten 
Loden, Spiritual Head, Tibetan Buddhist 
Society, with Bishop Prowse.
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On Tuesday, September 12, 2006 during his 
Apostolic Visit to Bavaria, Pope Benedict XVI 
travelled to the University of Regensburg 
where he participated in a meeting with 
representatives from the world of science. As 

Fr. Joseph Ratzinger, Pope Benedict had held the chair of 
Dogmatics and History of Dogma at the University from 
1969 to 1971, during which time he was also vice rector of 
the institution.

In his long address to the assembled academics, the Holy 
Father reflected upon the relationship between faith and 
reason. Within days, however, strong reactions around the 
world were voiced concerning a quotation in his address 
which associated the religion of Islam with irrationality and 
violence. Over the following weeks, the Pope are several 
times expressed regret that his words had caused offence, 
and also met with all of the official representatives from 
Muslim countries to the Vatican in order to assure them of 
his esteem and respect for Islam.

For full information on these events, please see our 
web site at http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/
Regensburg.htm 

Reactions in Australia were mixed. However we were 
most gratified to receive the following letter addressed to 
Bishop Prowse from the Islamic Council of Victoria.

Dear Bishop Prowse

We indeed live in stimulating times, times which require 
the building of understanding and the confirmation of support 
and friendship. I am prompted to write to you confirming the 
position of the Islamic Council of Victoria. It is the position of 
the Islamic Council of Victoria that we consider the Catholic 

Regensburg and  
its aftermath

Church to be a close friend to the Islamic community in Victoria, 
we are all part of God's creation and the human soul is a gift 
from God which unites us all.

We value the support the Catholic Church has given to the 
Victorian Muslim community, and there is much we can learn 
from the history of Catholics in Australia that can assist the 
Muslim community as it marks out its' space in the multicultural 
and multifaith community that is Victoria. 

I have attached an article from today's Age newspaper, scribbed 
by Waleed Aly from the ICV. It captures our position in respect of 
the Pope's remarks.

We wish to convey that remarks by some Muslims overseas 
and in Australia (as referred to in the article) do not reflect our 
position. It is encumbent upon Muslim to engage with all people 
in a way most pleasing to God. To call for violence against 
Catholics, attack their property and call for the death of the 
Pope, God forbid, is to totally ignore the teachings of Islam and 
to totally ignore the beliefs of the followers of Jesus.

If there is anything we can do at a state level to publically 
demonstrate our support for the Catholic Church please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Malcolm Thomas, President, 
Islamic Council of Victoria
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Above: The Pope meets with Muslim representatives at Castel Gandolfo
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My grandparents lived in an isolated 
farmhouse in the middle of a large holding in 
Northern Victoria, far from any main roads. 
Whenever, therefore, they heard the sound 
of a vehicle (a rather infrequent event), my 

Grandmother would call out to my Grandfather: "Looks 
like we've got a visitor, Dad!"

In some ways, the patriarchs of our various churches 
have been even more isolated than my grandparents were, 
but in these closing months of 2006 it looks like everyone 
is calling out: "Looks like we've got a visitor, Holy Father!"

The Archbishop of Canterbury was first cab off the 
ranks, on his first official visit to the Vatican in November. 
The statement released by the Pope and the Archbishop 
doesn't hold out much hope for full visible unity between 
the Catholic and Anglican churches in the near, or indeed 
the far, future, but what it does state is that in this age 
of secularism, there is much that we can be getting on 
with together despite our differences. And to read what 
the Archbishop of Canterbury said with the Pope on 
life issues—including "promoting respect for life from 
conception until natural death"—that could be quite a bit.

Next it was the Pope's turn to go visiting. In the last 
week of November he undertook his first official visit to 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholemew I, in Istanbul. 
Meetings between the Patriarch and the Pope are more 
common these days than they have been in the past. The 
first meeting following the Schism of 1054 was between 
Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras in 1964 in 
Jerusalem; the last meeting was in November 2004 when 
Bartholemew I visited John Paul II in Rome for the return 
of the relics of Sts John Chrysostom and St Gregory the 
Theologian. 

In December we expect the visit of the head of the Greek 
Orthodox Church (yes, that's right--the Greek Church is 
headed by the Archbishop of Athens, not the Patriarch of 
Constantinople), Arcbishop Christodoulos. John Paul II 
was the first Pope to meet with the Archbishop since the 
Schism in Athens in 2001, but this is the very first time 

that the Archbishop of Athens has made an official 
visit to the Pope in the Vatican since the Schism (not 
counting the fact that he was there for JPII's funeral, 
which was not an "official visit"). 

Of course, one visit that isn't happening in the near 
future is the long hoped for visit of the Pope to the 
Patriarch of Moscow, Alexy II. The old pope died waiting 
for the invitation, and perhaps Pope Benedict will too. 
But in the "on again, off again" relationship between 
Rome and Moscow, things seem to be moving in the 
direction of reconciliation, with both Metropolitan 
Kirill and Bishop Hilarion calling for some sort of 
alliance between the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
Catholic Church. As with the Anglicans, here too it is a 
recognition that despite the differences between Rome 
and Moscow, what we have in common is far greater and 
far more urgent in the face of the threat of secularism. 
Nevertheless, 
even on this 
front there has 
been a "visit", 
namely of the 
local Catholic 
Archbishop in 
Moscow, who 
had an audience 
with the 
Patriarch for the 
very first time 
on the 8th of 
November. Today 
the Archbishop, 
tomorrow the 
pope? Well, let's 
hope so. 

LOOkS LIkE WE'VE gOT A VISITOR, HOLy FATHER. 
By David Schütz
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Clockwise from top-left: Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams 
with Pope Benedict XVI; Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholemew I; Archbishop of 

Athens, Christodoulas; Patriarch of Moscow, Alexy II.

We hope to put a full page report of the Holy Father's trip to Turkey on our website  
sometime in the near future, but in the mean time, here are some photographs.Photos from the Pope's trip to  Turkey
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Fr Peter Cross, who 
served for some years 
as the Chairman of 
the Ecumenical Affairs 
Commission in the 

Archdiocese of Melbourne, passed 
away on June 17th this year after a 
period of treatment for cancer. 

Peter was a much loved priest 
and pastor in many parishes of 
the Archdiocese. His loss will be 
especially felt in the parishes of 
Frankston and Brighton, to which 
he devoted for many years. His 
great gifts as a pastor – his warm 
humanity as a person, sensitivity to 
all, self-giving, wise judgement and 
ability to connect the Gospel to 
everyday life – were noted by many. 
So was his deep and profound love 
and feeling for the Church.  

Brought up and educated in 
Melbourne, Peter was ordained a 
priest for the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Melbourne by Archbishop James 
Knox on 23rd May, 1970.  Over 
the next six years, he served as 
Assistant Priest at South Yarra and 
East Malvern.  From his earliest 
days at South Yarra he became 
involved with local clergy and 
particularly under the influence 
of the late Kevin Pethebridge, 
forming an inter-church council 
which affiliated with the Victorian 
Council of Churches.  Then, 
in preparation for the Catholic 
Eucharistic Congress of 1973 
he helped run an Ecumenical 
Conference.  

Soon afterwards, he went to 
Oxford to read Theology and on his 
return he became a staff member 
of Corpus Christi College Regional 
Seminary at Clayton, a position 
held from 1977 to 1990.  At the 
same time he lectured in Theology 
at Catholic Theological College and 

continued with this work up until the 
present time.  He became a member 
of the Archdiocesan Ecumenical 
Commission and was chairman 
from the time he went to Clayton, 
guiding the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne into membership with the 
Victorian Council of Churches and 
it is fitting that some years later he 
served as President of the Council for 
a two year period.

At the beginning of the 1980’s he 
went to Rome to complete studies 
for his Doctorate in Theology 
and thereafter in addition to his 
lecturing was involved in Ecumenical 
dialogues – nationally with Anglicans 
and Lutherans and internationally 
with the Anglican Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC) 
and his contributions there can 
be seen in various documents, 
notably Communion, Justification 
and Mary.  He was also one of the 
Catholic members of the group that 
worked with former members of the 
Australian Council of Churches and 
the Lutherans in drawing up the 
Charter of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia (NCCA).

From 1990, he was Parish Priest of 
Frankston for 8 years and then Parish 
Priest of Brighton until the present 
time. In addition to being an efficient 
and loved pastor, he kept up a heavy 
lecturing load and maintained his 
place on the international ARCIC 
work.

In Donald Cave’s book “Percy 
Jones”, Dr Percy Jones (who was a 
leading figure in Ecumenical work 
and preceded Peter as chair of the 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission) 
says of Peter that he came “back 
from Rome dripping with degrees, 
you might say”.  Whilst this may 
be something of an exaggeration, it 
certainly captures an appreciation of 
an intellect that could grasp and sum 
up theological issues and explain 
them clearly and to the satisfaction of 
people of varying faiths.

Ecumenical work is a journey that 
is continuing and one of Peter great 
contributions has been to keep the 
journey moving and influence and 
encourage others to become involved.  
Whilst many, understandably, will 
lament the passing of this fine 
theological mind at a relatively early 
age, Peter himself would claim that 
if he had influenced others to take 

PASSINg ON THE "BATON" OF ECUMENISM
(with thanks to Kairos and VicUnity for material)

LETTER OF CONDOLENCE 
FROM CARDINAL WALTER 
kASPER, 22 JUNE 2006

 
Dear Archbishop Hart,

I have learned that the funeral of 
Father Peter Cross will take place on 
Tuesday 2� June; and I wish to make 
myself and the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity spiritually 
present because of the great debt which 
we all owe to Peter for his committment 
down the years to the ecumenical task.

Among other things, he has been an 
esteemed member of the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission 
(ARCIC) and on the International 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission 
for Unity and Mission (IARCCUM). 
To the work of these commissions he 
brought not just his vast theological 
knowledge and ecumenical sensitivity, 
but also the personal qualities which 
marked him out as a genuine priest, a 
caring brother to all those he met. Peter 
endeared himself in so many ways to all 
those with whom he worked. 

I am joined by the entire staff of the 
Pontifical Council and by those at the 
Holy See who knew Peter in commending 
his noble soul to our heavenly Father’s 
eternal loving mercy. From his place 
in heaven Peter will surely continue to 
pray and work for the cause of Christian 
Unity. And we shall all be the better for 
it.

With heartfelt regard, I am
Yours sincerely in Christ
Walter Cardinal Kasper
President

Fr Peter Cross
up the baton and continue with the 
journey with something of the zeal 
he has shown, then his life’s work has 
been worth it.

The final words of the ARCIC 
document on “Mary, Grace and Hope 
in Christ” which he helped craft 
could well be applied to his life:

“Our hope is that, as we share in the 
one Spirit by which Mary was prepared 
and sanctified for her unique vocation, 
we may together participate with her 
and all the saints in the unending praise 
of God:. (Par �0)
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The Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Commission 
extends its congratulations 
to our chairman whom 
Pope Benedict the 16th has 

honoured with the rank of ‘Prelate 
of Honour’.  From now on the 
correct title when addressing Peter 
is ‘Monsignor’ 
(in writing, ‘Rev. 
Mgr’).  

Here is a little 
more background 
to Monsignor 
Kenny’s new title:

The title of 
“Monsignor” 
is a title of 
distinction given 
by the Pope to 
certain priests 
in the Catholic 
Church as part 
of a honour 
recognizing the 
priest’s service 
to the Church. 
The diocesan 
bishop nominates 
candidates for the honour and 
submits the names, biographies, 
etc., to the Holy See. The Holy 
Father then, if he wishes, confers 
the honour onto the priest. Once 
decided by the Pope, the Vatican 
Secretariat of State issues a diploma 
designating the new title and rank 
and recognizing the newly-made 
monsignor’s service to the Church. 

Historically, the monsignorate 
dates from the 14th century when 
the papal court operated for a period 
of time in Avignon, France. At that 
time, bishops were referred to as 
“monseigneur,” French for “my 
lord.” Priests who worked in the 

papal curia, the administrative and 
judicial offices of the pope, were also 
referred to as “monsignor” and were 
allowed to wear some of the regalia 
of a bishop. 

Today, there are generally three 
grades of papal honors that bear 
the title “Monsignor” (from 

highest to lowest): 
the Protonotary 
Apostolic, the 
Prelates of Honour 
to His Holiness, and 
the Chaplains to 
His Holiness. Priests 
who are monsignors 
of one rank may be 
elevated from one 
rank to another at the 
will of the Pope. 

As a ‘Prelate of 
Honour’ Monsignor 
Kenny is a “second 
grade” monsignor. 
This grade was 
historically associated 
with the chamberlain 
of the papal court 
and today can also 

be conferred to priests outside of the 
papal court. A Prelate of Honour to 
His Holiness, during liturgies, wears 
a bishop’s choir cassock, which is 
fuchsia in colour with red buttons, 
piping and cuffs, and a fuchsia sash. 
Prelates of Honour to His Holiness 
may also wear a bishop’s black 
cassock, which also has red buttons, 
piping and a fuchsia sash. 

Priests who are given papal honors 
and thus named monsignors are 
considered to be members of the 
papal household and thus are listed 
in the Annuario Pontificio (the papal 
yearbook). 

"PROMOTINg INTERFAITH DIALOgUE"
At the request of Bishop Prowse, the Catholic Interfaith 

Committee has prepared a document called "Promoting 
Interfaith Dialogue".

In the light of the increasing number of interfaith events, 
the Commission believes that this document will be of 
practical use to parishes, schools and agencies of the 
Archdiocese. 

This document has now been approved by the 
Archbishop, and has been place on our website at  
www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/eic-publications.htm.

We intend to release a summarised statement in the 
forum of a brochure to the parishes, schools and agencies 
of the Archdiocese to draw their attention to the full 
statement.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Two new members have joined our 

commission this year, Dr Mary Reaburn 
(lecturer at Yarra Theological Union 
and a member of the Catholic Interfaith 
Committee) and Mrs Gwenda Rait (also 
a member of the Catholic interfaith 
committee, but very much involved 
in local interfaith issues in the City 
of Knox). We welcome both to our 
commission.

We also say thank you to Gary Cuthell, who has been 
a member of the commission for many years, but for 
personal reasons, is focusing more now on ecumenical 
relationships within his own local area. We wish Gary, his 
wife and his family all the best for the future.

CONgRATULATIONS TO  
MONSIgNOR PETER kENNy!

WORLD yOUTH DAy: 
DAyS IN THE DIOCESE

If you haven't done so yet, do 
so now: mark your calendar for 
July 15-20, 2008. These are the 
dates for World Youth Day in 
Sydney. But before we get there, 
Melbourne is planning for "Days 
in the Diocese" preceding the 
Sydney event. These "Days" will 
consist of events in and around 
the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
in the week leading up to World 
Youth Day, July 10-14, 2008, 
to target our own youth and 
international pilgrims who will 
stopover in Melbourne before 
heading to Sydney.

Bishop Christopher Prowse 
is heading the Melbourne 
Participation Committee and 
Brother Mark O'Connor has 
been appointed as the executive 
officer of Melbourne's WYD 
Office. Working Groups are 
being established to manage 
the various aspects of Days in 
the Diocese, and all agencies of 
the church are being asked to 
contribute ideas and programs for 
this period. The Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Commission has already 
begun to plan events that might 
include ecumenical and interfaith 
components for the World Youth 
Day pilgrims.

The official launch for Days 
in the Diocese is to be March 
next year. Watch out for more 
information!
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INTERCHURCH AND INTERFAITH MARRIAgES
"Interchurch marriages", where both spouses faithfully live out their faith in different Christian communions, are an 

important part of the ecumenical endeavour and have the support of the Church at the highest level. On May 25th this year, 
during his visit to Poland,  Benedict XVI  addressed an ecumenical gathering, mainly Orthodox but some Lutheran and 
Pentecostals as well:

"The decision [to enter an interchurch marriage] can lead to the formation of a practical laboratory of unity. For this to 
happen there is need for mutual goodwill, understanding and maturity of faith in both partners, and also in the communities 
from which they come. ... My wish is that in this delicate area reciprocal trust and cooperation between the churches may 
grow, fully respecting the the rights and responsibilities of the spouses for the faith formation of their own family and the 
education of their children." (Pope Benedict XVI, Warsaw, 2006)

Interchurch couples may be interested in accessing the website of the Interchurch Families Association at http://www.
interchurchfamilies.org/

Of a different nature are "interfaith" marriages, in which one partner is a practicing Christian and the other follows a 
different religion. There is much to be learnt from these interfaith families, as shown in the article "Round our Table", which 
was provided by Carol Masel at the request of Rhyannon Elliot for the Cornerstone magazine of Centacare Catholic Family 
Services. The Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission is trying to learn more about the challenges faced and solutions found 
by couples in such Interfaith Marriages, and would be interested in hearing from those in this situation.

L
orraine Lipson is a member 
of the Catholic Interfaith 
Committee. In a recent 
conversation, she began 
to tell me something of 

her journey of faith, and I asked 
her if she would be willing to share 
this story with us. Lorraine is a 
member of the Focolare Movement, a 
community founded in Italy 1��� by 
Chiara Lubich who realised that God 
is the only ideal worth living for and 
as a result focused her lives on the 
Gospel. Focolare (meaning “hearth” 
or “family fireside” see www.focolare.
org) fosters a Spirituality of Unity  
and is present today in 1�2 nations. 
Lorraine is also on World Council 
of Religions for Peace Inc Aust. 
Executive Committee, and currently 
coordinates a Statewide Education 
and Training Program for the Office 
of the Public Advocate while also 
working as a reference librarian for 
DTF/DPC. – David.

My actual conversion experience 
was not an "intellectual" one per 
se and I took a long time coming 
to the Catholic Church after my 
“conversion” moment, being left 
totally free in following the spiritual 
way of mutual love and communion 
of the Focolare Movement.

I couldn't say I have personally 
experienced "conversion" from 
Judaism to Christianity either. 
I didn't start with a belief in 
God as Love from my Orthodox 
Jewish background. If anything 
my appreciation and knowledge 
of Judaism and latent experience/
knowledge has grown over the 
years as a result of my new gained 
belief in a God of Love and in 

Lorraine's Story
"knowing" who Jesus is 
through trying to love 
as he did and with an 
attitude to dialogue 
with everyone. I would 
consider that my Jewish 
roots are integral to 
my identity and that 
my "Christianity" 
has not denied them, 
rather amplified and 
clarified them through 
Jesus crucified and 
forsaken… The 
categories we use aren't 
adequate to represent what happens 
with a person in the complexities of 
our experience. 

My first “conversion” experience 
did not come as a result of any 
proselytising on the part of anyone. 
Interestingly enough my actual 
conversion moment (like St Paul's 
irrevocable moment) came in the 
presence of a person from a Jewish 
background, who at the time I didn't 
know was a baptised and practising 
Christian (Anglican),  whose decision 
not to reveal his religious situation 
was a pure act of love for me (so no 
proselytising here) In fact he was 
a great witness of what it takes to 
"evangelise" with effect (“have no 
attachment whatsoever”), because 
it was his particular love for me 
that ultimately led me to ask him 
what it was - how could he love the 
way he did? And only at that point 
(after having known him for many 
years) did he take the courage and 
it was immense courage and trust to 
reveal himself as a Christian having 
to discern that this would be an act 
of love for me... He shared that it 

was Chiara Lubich’s style 
of living unconditional 
love and his life with the 
Focolare Movement that 
was behind how he could 
love.

On reading about Focolare 
Spirituality in Chiara 
Lubich’s book, May they all 
be one: origins and life of the 
Focolare Movement (New 
City Press, 1968) and meeting 
people of the Movement I 
knew without doubt that I 
had found The Answer. I was 
immediately attracted to 

want to give my life to this Work of 
God in the Church and have adhered 
for twenty years now in living this 
Spirituality with the others. This style 
of loving by children and adults alike 
has the characteristics of the “new 
evangelisation” that Pope John Paul II 
points us to. A work colleague and her 
husband returned to the Church after 
15 years of being away following a 
visit I made to their home. “You came 
to us as a guardian angel” was the way 
she described my presence with them.  
Another young woman in hearing 
my story in response to her sharing 
deeply her pain in a seemingly chance 
encounter on a bus, sighed and said 
“you have given me hope.” 

So my story is one of extraordinary 
graces and illustration of how God 
loves each of us immensely, enabling 
me and many, many others to make 
courageous steps in this journey of 
love. The way the Church talks about 
evangelisation, interreligious dialogue 
and proselytising, always needs to 
be illustrated I’d say with real life 
stories..... 
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ROUND OUR TABLE: CHRISTMAS IN A JEWISH-CATHOLIC HOUSEHOLD
(contd. from page 1)

We live on Moor Top, near the busy road connecting three districts known as the Heatons. Peter, our neighbour, who 
has lived here all his life, tells us about the fields long since gone under houses where he went sledding as a boy. The 
area is going through a second upheaval. The huge barn by the park is torn down and thirty town houses are built in its 
place. Three new estate agents’ offices open within a radius of twenty-five yards. A ‘convenience’ supermarket, which will 
overwhelm local business, gets the go-ahead. But the old Moor Top, with its pie shop, greengrocer and four op shops, 
remains. It’s in one of the op shops that one day I find our menorah – much smaller than the standard size, but instantly 
recognisable. 

I’m very surprised – how did it get there? Who else would want it? – I know of only one other Jew in the area. Marilyn 
is the mother of one of my daughter’s friends from nursery school. We have a bond: she is married to a Methodist; I am 
married to a Catholic. 

Our children go to different primary schools, where they are the only Jews, and, in the case of my children, also the only 
Catholics. The entrenched status of the State religion in the syllabus occasionally prompts us to action. Marilyn’s children 
are being brought up as Jews. She makes an annual visit to the school to give a talk on Jewish festivals. My husband and 
I are trying to bring our children up as Jews and as Catholics – an interesting challenge from the beginning (the box for 
‘Religion’ in the maternity hospital can only accommodate one choice), with many surprising felicities. 

But one Christmas, my seven-year-old son is given a very unpleasant part the school play, which is a modern take on a 
medieval story. I write a very long letter, detailing the history of anti-Semitism in western literature, which I do not send, 
while my son negotiates with me and his teacher for another part in the play.

There are a couple of years where Chanukah and the beginning of Advent coincide. To keep them separate we rule 
that the child who opens the window of the Advent calendar in the morning cannot be the same child who lights the 
Chanukah candle that night. The night sky in a northern English winter is densely black; it lies low over the landscape 
and reflects nothing – it seems actually to smother light. Inside, in the moist air, as I explain the miracle of the oil in the 
Temple lasting eight days, eight candle flames swell with a thick coppery nimbus. 

At this moment, we are commemorating continuity, while in another room our Christmas tree marks an intervention 
– the arrival of a new life, a new era. A pause, a disconnection, and then the means by which they are joined for us comes 
clear: living signs of continuity and newness, the children run all over the house.

MUSLIM VISITORS TO ST JOSEPH THE WORkER PARISH

On Sunday 12 November, the Parish of St Joseph the Worker in Reservoir 
was delighted to welcome members of the Muslim community who joined 
local parishioners at the 10.30am Mass.

This initiative has been in the pipe-line for many months. St Joseph the 
Worker has been actively involved with the Darebin Interfaith Council 

through our parish representative Salvatore Miano.  He has been dedicated and most 
enthusiastic in the promotion of positive Interfaith relations in the local community.

It was felt that the parish needed to take another step forward in order to break-
down many of the stereotypes and negative publicity often associated with the Muslim 
community. Fr Max Vodola arranged a meeting with Emre Celik from the Australian 
Intercultural Society in order to talk through some of the issues involved in such an 
initiative. 

Our speakers for the day were Mehtap Altuntas and Sureyya Cicek from the Ladies 
Network of the Australian Intercultural Society. Their topics included different aspects 
of Islamic faith, cultural practice and the place of women in Islamic faith and culture. 
During the course of their presentations, it was amazing to discover the common 
features of Christian and Islamic faith; belief in the one God, the place of the prophets 
in the story of faith, respect for the holy book of faith, fasting, prayer, sin, conversion, 
repentance, respect for the gift of human sexuality, equality of men and woman before 
God and belief in the after-life. 

After Mass, all gathered in the narthex of the church for a cuppa. The atmosphere 
of the morning was one of genuine respect, friendship, an open mind to each other’s 
religious traditions and customs and a real desire to build bridges of tolerance, trust 
and understanding.

The comments of some of our parishioners included the following:
“I found the presentations to be most informative especially the explanation of their 

culture, their forms of dress and their family values. I feel less ignorant and more tolerant of 
a people who have been harshly criticized and stereotyped because of world events”. (Maria 
Alvaro)

“I admired the young woman speakers for their devotion and commitment to what they 
believe and for sharing it with our parish community. I thank them for coming and speaking 
to us about issues relating to Islam. I was very happy to see the friendly, social and happy 
atmosphere during the cuppa after Mass”. (Salvatore Miano)

“It is always a great opportunity when you meet new people to learn and experience their 
culture and to hear about their religious beliefs. I learnt things I was ignorant about and 
understood how many things were similar to our faith journey. Dialogue and communication 
must be the way to go.”(Glenyce Silvio)
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DIARY DATES AND COMING EVENTS

34TH ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 2-4 FeBRUARy 2007
"LET THE WATERS FLOW: CHANgINg THE CLIMATE FOR JUSTICE" 

I enclose $10 donation for the 2007 Ecumenical and Interfaith Bulletin

(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission)

Name:     Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

    Yes, please send me regular bi-monthly newsletters in 2007.

SUBSCRIBINg TO THE BULLETIN

ECUMENICAL 
AND INTERFAITH 
NEWSBLOg

For some years we have been 
running the Email News service, 
in which we would collect and 
distribute news stories in a Word 
Document attachment to a bulk 
e-mailout. Unfortunately (or 
fortunately, depends how you see 
it!) so much news was coming 
in that this became a rather 
cumbersome way of doing things 
with the Email News often getting 
to over 50 pages. 

During the Pope's visit to 
Turkey, we began trialling a new 
method of disseminating the news: 
The Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Newsblog. 

This is a website that works like 
a "web log" (or "blog") for short. 
If you visit http://www.einews.
blogspot.com you will find up-
to-minute news and information 
collected from around the world 
with an interfaith or ecumenical 
interest. Topical opinion pieces 
and programs coming up on TV or 
Radio (or for reading transcripts or 
podcasting) are also included. 

You may also select to view the 
items by category (see side bar).

For local ecumenical and 
interfaith events which you can 
attend, please see our "News and 
Events" page on our official website 
(http://www.melbourne.catholic.
org.au/eic/eic-diarydates.htm). 
There is a link to this page from the 
Newsblog. 

If you wish to receive email 
notifications of special events or 
of updates on our Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Newsblog, please email 
David at ecum@melbourne.catholic.
org.au.

We apologise to our regular readers who 
were expecting an issue of the Bulletin mid-
year. The Commission has decided to publish 
the Bulletin only once a year as a kind of 
"annual report". You will note that this edition 
is the largest yet, at 16 pages, whereas in the 
past we have produced only 12 pages in the 
3x per year format. 

We also hope to publish 5 short regular 
newsletters throughout the year which will 
included details of upcoming Commission 
events. If you wish to receive these 
newsletters, just email our office at ecum@
melbourne.catholic.org.au or fill out the form 
below and mail it to Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commission, PO Box 146, East Melbourne 
VIC 8002. Note also that regular Ecumenical 
and Interfaith news can be accessed at our 
"Newsblog" (see article on the right).

Most of you by now are aware that we 
publish the Bulletin on our Website at 

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/eic-
publications.htm for you to download and 
print off at your pleasure. This costs us nothing 
and is the most convenient way of distributing 
the Bulletin. 

Many readers however prefer to receive a 
hard-copy in the mailbox. If you are one of 
these latter folk, we ask you to consider that 
there is a cost involved in providing a postal 
copy of the Bulletin. We would welcome 
a donation of $10 to help cover the costs 
associated with this service (please use the form 
below). 

Alternatively, if you would like to become 
a “Web-reader” accessing the Bulletin on the 
Internet, just email our office at the address 
above and your name will be removed from 
our postal mailing list and placed on our “Web-
readers” list. You will receive an email notifying 
you when a new copy of the Bulletin is posted 
on our website.

The 34th Ecumenical 
Summer School will be 
held at Queen’s College, 
Melbourne University, 
February 2 – 4, 2007.

In drought-ridden Australia, 
the prayers for justice and life-
giving rain are given voice. But 
while water is precious to us, 
and to those who live in Israel 
and Palestine, it is a. threat to 
those who live on Pacific islands. 
Come and be challenged on 
what is justice for the peoples 
of the Pacific, the Palestinian 
people and those in our own 
county who ‘hunger and thirst for 
righteousness’.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Feiloakitau (Fei) Tevi, who is the 
Executive Secretary of the Pacific 
desk of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC).

RESPONDENT: The Rev’d John 
Henderson, Gen. Sec. NCCA, 
who will provide an Australian 
perspective as he responds to Fei 
Tevi.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
WORKSHOPS:

• Palestine, with Rev’d Merrill 
Kitchen,. Principal CCTC, who has 
made recent visits to Palestine.

• Refugees and Asylum seekers 
with Sister Stancea of Hotham 
Mission, Melbourne.

• Spirituality for Justice with Jeff 
Wild from the NCCA.

• Expressing Social Justice through 
Drama. (Presenter not finalised).

• The effects of climate change on 
Australia and the Pacific. (Presenter 
not finalised).

TONGAN YOUNG MUSICIANS: 
Young people from the Tongan 
church in Canterbury will perform 
some of their music for us after 
dinner on Saturday night with 
traditional and modern songs and 
dances.

For further information contact:
Laurie (03) 9808 4715; lgthorn@

melbpc.org.au or Lyn (03) 9802 
2934; Iynivan@bigpond.net.au
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