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M
elbourne Archbishop
Denis Hart has expressed
the wish that the Catholic
Church in Melbourne
could provide every

support and assistance to the Muslim
community.

Both privately, during a visit of Muslim
leaders on September l7, and publicly, at
St. Patrick's Cathedral on October l2
during a Mass to commemorate the first
anniversary of the Bali bombings, the

Archbishop expressed the respect of the
Catholic Church towards the Muslim
community.

Mr. Yasser Soliman, president of the
Islamic Council of Victoria (ICV) in turn
expressed his thanks for the
encouragement which the Catholic
Church has given to members of the
Muslim faith, both in Melbourne and
overseas, He looked forward to
developing the contacts and co-operative
ventures that had already taken place.

In a private meeting that was perhaps
the first of its kind in Melbourne,
Muslim leaders Mr. Soliman, Sheikh
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Rezhep Idrizi (Chair of the Board of
Imams) and Mr. Philip Knight (ICV) met
with the Archbishop. In attendance were
Melbourne Ecumenical and Interfaith
Commission members, Fr. Peter Kenny
(chairman), Fr. John Dupuche, and
Mr. David Schütz (secretary).

Archbishop Hart repeated his support
publicly at the commemorative Mass,
before the Governor Mr. John Landy, the
Premier Mr. Steve Bracks, the Leader of
the Opposition Mr. Doyle, and other
Government officials. Local television
news reports showed the Archbishop
greeting Mr Soliman after the Mass.
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The Ecumenical and Interfaith
Commission wishes all our friends

A Very Happy and Blessed
Christmas.

❖

"May Advent continue to disturb us all, 
so that Christmas will bring us the 

Peace of Jesus."

Melbourne
Archbishop
respects Islam

From left:
Fr. John Dupuche,
Sheikh Rezhep Idrizi,
Archbishop Hart, 
Mr. Yasser Soliman,
Mr Philip Knight, 
Fr. Peter Kenny EV).
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they entered side-by-side and sat on the
same level, close to each other. They also
signed a "Common Declaration," affirming
their desire that "all those Christians who
belong to these two communions may be
animated by these same sentiments of
respect, esteem and fraternal love."

After the ceremony was over, Paul VI
pulled Ramsey aside to show him some
frescoes on an interior wall of the basilica.
As Ramsey gazed up, Paul asked him, in
his rather accented English, to remove his
ring. Ramsey didn't understand, so he
turned to Andrew, who said:"Take off your
ring."

Ramsey did, handing it to Andrew. Paul
VI then took Ramsey's
right hand and placed the
green-and-gold ring, with
a cross in the center and
four diamonds around it,
on his finger. Ramsey
paused a minute, allowing
the significance of the
gesture to sink in: the
Bishop of Rome was, in
effect, recognising him as a
fellow member of the
episcopate, and in some
sense the church he led as
a "sister" to the church of
Rome.

Ramsey burst into tears,
Paul reached out and
embraced him, and for a
moment, the two men
stood in one another's

arms, almost alone within the
immense basilica.

Ramsey then said his tearful
farewell to Paul. Andrew
suddenly realised that he had a
protocol problem, because he too
had to take his leave of the pope,
who now had no ring to kiss.
Andrew knelt, gathered both
papal hands, and kissed them.
Paul then put his hands on

Andrew's cheeks, gently lifting him to a
standing position, and bade him goodbye. 

Ramsey wore Paul's ring for the rest of
his life. It subsequently became the
property of Lambeth Palace in Canterbury,
and it is the custom of archbishops of
Canterbury to wear the ring when they
visit the pope.

When the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan
Williams, visited Pope
John Paul II in October
this year, many were

surprised when, at the end of the
meeting, Williams suddenly knelt and
kissed the Pope's ring. The Pope
responded by spontaneously lifting the
Archbishop's hand to kiss Dr Williams'
own ring. As wondrous as this sounds,
the Anglican leader's ring has its own
astounding history, which was reported in
depth by John Allen in his "Word from
Rome" column.

When Paul VI famously gave his ring to
the then-Archbishop
of Canterbury, Michael
Ramsey on March 24,
l966, there were no
TV cameras to record
the event...the
exchange marked one
of the most moving
chapters in the
modern ecumenical
drama.... Anglican Fr.
John Andrew was one
of two witnesses to
the exchange and on
October 4 this year he
told the full story.

The night before, on
March 23, Paul VI had
dispatched a member
of the papal
household to the
English College on Via
Monserrato to find
Andrew who was then
Ramsey's private
secretary. The pope
wanted to give the
ring he had worn as
cardinal-archbishop of
Milan to Ramsey, the
messenger said. He
wanted to know if the
archbishop should be forewarned, or
should it be a surprise? Andrew consulted
another aide, and both agreed: let it be a
surprise.

The next morning, Pope Paul and
Archbishop Ramsey led an ecumenical
liturgy in Rome's Basilica of St. Paul's-
outside-the-Walls. In telling symbolism,

THE TALE OF

THE RING
(excerpts from the Word From Rome, John Allan, NCR, l0/l0/03)

Rowan Williams and Pope John Paul II.

Williams kisses the Pope's ring.

Archbishop Ramsey and Paul VI.

WATER AS THEME OF VCC
RURAL CONFERENCE

Victorian Council of Churches
country meeting at Sale Grammar
School November 7-9, targeted "Water
as a Gift and Resource from Mountains
to the Coast in Gippsland".

The annual Rural Conference has
been held in recent years at Shepparton
and Philip Island, bringing city-based
VCC officials to the rural people. 

The Conference met in the Anglican
Chapel at Sale Grammar School. Our
worship focused on the water theme,
with enthusiastic leadership from a
small ensemble. Friday evening, Bishop
Jeremiah Coffey was among the
speakers on the "State of the Church" in
Gippsland. The Anglican Bishop and a
leading minister of the Uniting Church
also gave their perspectives. This was an
honest time of "truth-telling" as both the
lights and the shadows of the local
Christian community were discussed.

The next day speakers from a wide
variety of sources spoke on the theme of
water: from scientific, environmental,
farming, national parks, pastoral and
historical points of view. We were led to
see that water is a source of both
physical and spiritual life for rural
communities in our Eastern regions. 

Sale Catholic diocese, a new member
of the VCC, was well represented by its
chairman Fr. Peter Bickley, secretary
Tony Condon, new chairperson Mrs.
Margaret Mooney (formerly of
Melbourne Commission) and Bishop
Jeremiah Coffey as a guest speaker.
Father John Dupuche, Fr Len Thomas,
Sr Margaret Galvin and David Sch¸tz
attended from Melbourne. Ballarat and
Sandhurst Catholic Commissions were
also represented.
Reports will be available through the VCC offices.

MORE NEWS – MORE OFTEN

Around Victoria, around Australia,
around the World, Ecumenical
and Interfaith issues are making

news. How much of it gets to you?
If it is true that information

“empowers” us, then can you afford to
be uninformed about latest
developments?

Stay up-to-date by subscribing to the
on-line news service “EMAIL NEWS”,
sent out from the Commission Office
every Friday (well... almost every
Friday).

To subscribe to this free service fill
in your details at the following link
and click on “submit”.
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/
eic-publications.htm#emailnews
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At Tilba's Lebanese Restaurant
in Brunswick, on Friday 14th
November, more than one
hundred Christians and
Muslims gathered to mark

the end of the day's fast with a
magnificent Lebanese feast. The
occasion was organised by Father
Henry Dabbous of the Melkite Catholic
Church.

A local imam spoke during the meal
of those things Christians and Muslims
share in common, and Rev. Dr Helen
Granowski spoke in reply. Despite the
language barrier, the culture barrier was
at least partially breached as we shared
this meal together. As can be seen from
following news items, such meals are
becoming more common in Australia
today as a way of showing our
friendship to the Islamic community.
According to Bishop Suriel of the
Coptic Church, it is the practice of the
Christian community in Egypt to invite
members of the local majority Muslim

The Ecumenical Disabilities Advocates Network and
the WCC Faith and Order Commission produced an
insightful document entitled "A Church of All and
for All". It said: "Without the full incorporation of
persons who can contribute from the experience of
disability, the Church falls short of the glory of God,
and cannot claim to be the image of God."

The WCC Decade to Overcome Violence will focus
on the United States next year. Presbyterian Rev.
Clifton Kirkpatrick of USA said: "If ever there is a
part of the world where work for peace is important,
it is the USA." He referred to concerns over the war
with Iraq, and also to issues such as the death
penalty and the size of the country's prison
population.

On Inter-religious dialogue: "More and more,
globalisation will create profound crises of identity.
The only force strong enough to stand up to this
threat and protect identity is religion. Through
dialogue, people of faith must come to see their
identity within one household of God and as part of
one common identity in God," Central Committee
moderator H.H. Aram I, Catholicos of Cilicia said in
a challenging report.

FIRST AFRICAN
SECRETARY OF WCC
(Reported in Vic Unity, October 2003)

Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia (pictured
right) from the Methodist
Church in Kenya is the new
General Secretary-elect of the
World Council of Churches.

He said: "I believe very strongly that
working together and walking together
will help us stay together... This is a
spiritual journey we need to sustain."

To press questions: "One thing we say
marks Africans out is the ability to
celebrate life in the midst of death, and
the capacity to hope in a situation that
looks hopeless."

At the election, retiring WCC General
Secretary Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser
underlined the importance of including
Roman Catholics, Evangelicals and
Pentecostals in a more broader and more
inclusive ecumenical movement.

DISABILITIES, PEACE AND DIALOGUE

BREAKING THE FAST
TOGETHER

VCC invites Muslims to join Christians to "Break the fast"
community to end their fast with the
minority Christian community during
Ramadan. Greek Patriarch Bartholomeos
and Armenian Patriarch Mesrob
Mutafian both attended a similar meal at
the Hilton Hotel in Istanbul, Turkey.
Speaking at the dinner, Patriarch
Mutafian said: "People who shared the
same religion could not get together in
this country until recent times, now
people from different religions come
together at the same dinner."

MUSLIMS PRESENT AWARDS AT
ANNUAL IFTAR (BREAKING-FAST)
DINNER

Christians and Jews were honoured by
Melbourne Muslims last on 18
November in Brunswick, when the
inaugural "Bringing Australia Together
Awards" were granted to leaders active
in interfaith relations. 

Recipients include: Professor Gary
Bouma, Deputy Vice Chancellor Monash

University: Professor Joe Camilleri La
Trobe University; plus three leading
Catholics – Dr Stuart Sharlow,
Australian Catholic University; Father
Trevor Trotter, St. Columbans Mission
Society and Father John Depuche, head
of Interfaith Relations, Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

Guests at the special dinner – to
celebrate the breaking of the Ramadan
fast – were addressed by Anglican
Bishop Paul White; Mr Michael
Lipshutz, Jews Community Council of
Victoria, and Mr Bob Sercombe MP,
Federal Member for Maribyrnong.

The evening was sponsored by the
Australian Intercultural Society, a
Turkish Islamic group active in
strengthening relations between
Muslims and other faiths. Its Program
Co-Ordinator Mr Orhan Cicek was the
host.

Prior to the dinner, which was held in
Brunswick, a program of Sufi music will
be presented.



REPORT BY DAVID SCHÜTZ

Brother Ghislain of Taize in
France made a flying visit to
Victoria 0n October 22, en
route from Tasmania. He
helped plan a "Pilgrimage of

Trust" in Melbourne and a possible
"Retreat in Daily Life" for the days
before Palm Sunday, April 4 next year,
using three different and easily
accessible city churches.

After a meeting with Victorian
Council of Churches officials, he led
Taize-style prayer at St Paul's Cathedral,
Sale, then flew to Perth the next day.

Taize beginnings
Taize Community had its origins after

the 2nd World War, l945, when Brother
Roger Schulz (no relation!) and
colleagues committed themselves to
celibacy, to material and spiritual
sharing and to a great simplicity of life.

Today the Taize Community is made
up of over a hundred brothers, coming
from more than 25 nations. While
Protestant in origin, today there are also
Catholic members, a concrete sign of
reconciliation between divided and
separated peoples. Taize has welcomed
Pope John Paul 2, three Archbishops of
Canterbury, Orthodox metropolitans,
the l4 Lutheran bishops of Sweden, and
countless pastors from all over the
world.

Small groups of brothers are in Asia,
Africa and South America. As far as
possible they share the living conditions
of those who surround
them, striving to be a
presence of love among the
very poor.

Br Ghislain has
responsibility for the
territory of Asia and
Australia. I had the good
fortune to meet him in
Adelaide when he first
visited Australia in l985. At
that stage a brother from
Taize was something of a
novelty in Australia.
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However, since l99l, he has visited us
once a year as a guest of NSW Council of
Churches who had asked Br Ghislain to
support ecumenical efforts here in
Australia. In l994 he led a larger national
Taize meeting in Sydney.

He has been introduced to staffs of the
state Councils of Churches across
Australia and was in Adelaide recently to
lead a two-day retreat for the SA Heads
of Churches. While in SA he also led a
family retreat in the Barossa Valley.

"Youth Need Space"
Br Ghislain described the vocation of

Taize as "to promote unity, and youth, as
sign of hope; to give a space where
people of different backgrounds can
come together." When asked what he
thought Taize's attraction for the young
was, he replied: "Space. Life has become
very heavy."

Taize is best known to us
for its music and style of
meditative prayer, which
has impacted on the
Christian church
throughout the world.
Many communities in
Australia organise "Taize-
style" prayer services with a
specifically ecumenical
purpose.

TAIZE FEATURE

TAIZE
IN MELBOURNE AND

VICTORIA

In March next year, Br Ghislain will
lead a one day "pilgrimage of trust" in
Adelaide for young people. In Sydney, at
"the House of Welcome" he will enliven
another pilgrimage which will involve
Coptic Orthodox people and will finish
at Parramatta Cathedral. He will also
lead a one day retreat in the NSWCC
offices, known as a "retreat in daily life"
in which participants will join in Taize
style prayer before work, at lunch and
after work.

Br Ghislain told people who met at
VCC offices in Melbourne that he has
one week open for Melbourne in his
diary next year before he has to leave on
Palm Sunday. Maureen Postma of VCC
will organise a public planning meeting
soon, so we can look forward to a closer
association between Taize and
Melbourne.

Left:
Br Ghislain

Right:
Pope John Paul
II and Br Roger

Schütz, the
founder of Taize.
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[These summaries and the full articles may be
found in Origins Vol. 33, Issue 23] 

Dulles said: "Ecumenism aims
to achieve mutual
understanding and
agreement whereas
evangelization seeks

conversion. For these reasons people
frequently suppose that neither
ecumenism nor evangelization helps the
other. The opposite, however, is true." 

Discussing the forms of ecumenism,
the 83 year old Jesuit theologian said he
believes, for example, that the practice
of spiritual ecumenism "is highly
favourable to evangelization." Dulles

said that ecumenical dialogue "contains
within itself an ingredient of
evangelisation. The parties 'evangelise'
one another to the extent that they help
one another to overcome their
deficiencies and to accept authentic
Christian elements that they had
overlooked or neglected." 

Dulles said he suspects "that the more
robust and unified Christians can be in
their witness, the more successfully will
they engage the interest of non-

Christians. In their encounters with non-
Christians they should not be
complacent about ourselves or truculent
toward others, but in all humility they
should be able to bear witness to the
wonderful works of God." 

Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald,
president of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue spoke further on
dialogue and evangelisation with non-
Christians.

"We cannot go to people of other
religions as if we had everything and
they had nothing. The Spirit has gone
ahead of us, and so we can meet the
Spirit in them." But it should not be
implied from this "that all religions are
equal and that it does not matter to
which religion one belongs.... What can
be affirmed is that elements of grace
which can help people on the way of
salvation can be discerned in different
religious traditions," he said. 

Dialogue "should not be seen purely as
a means to bring about conversions to
Christianity; this would be too narrow a
view and would lead to dialogue being
treated with suspicion by people of other
religions," Fitzgerald said. 

The purpose of dialogue is
multifaceted, said the archbishop. At the
same time, he said, "the church must
always remain faithful to the Lord's
command to preach the Gospel." 

NEWS FEATURE

?
What hasEvangelization to do with

Ecumenism
Interfaith

Cardinal Avery Dulles and
Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald,
president of the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious
Dialogue, both addressed a
symposium in Washington on
Oct. 25 on "Evangelization,
Ecumenism, Interreligious
Relations."

Cardinal Avery Dulles

Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald (centre) in Australia during October 2002 for ACBC Interfaith Workshop.

ARCHDIOCESAN
EVANGELISATION REVIEW
COMMITTEE FOR MISSION:
DRAFT REPORT
From Pentecost 2004, the Melbourne
Archdiocese will develop a new focus on
evangelisation. In preparation for this,
the Committee for Mission has
prepared a Draft Report. The committee
encourages your parish/community/
agency to discuss the contents of this
Report thoroughly and offer feedback.
Our commission is currently preparing
two responses – one from an interfaith
perspective and one from an ecumenical
perspective. You can get a copy of the
report from your parish office or
read it at:
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/committeeformissiondraft.htm



INTERFAITH
JOURNEY TO THE
HEART

The value of inter-
religious dialogue ,
especially at this time, was
shown when Bishop Chris
Prowse opened "The
Symposium on the Heart"
at Yarra Theological Union
on August 31.

Organised by the
Catholic Interfaith
Committee of Melbourne's
EIC Commission, it seemed the first
time that such a meeting was held with
the 'dialogue of experts.'

Chi Kwang Sunim, an Australian-
born Buddhist nun of the Korean Zen
tradition, Dr. Abdul K.Kazi, former
head of Islamic Department of
Melbourne University, Rev. Erich Cahn,
Rabbi Emeritus of the Moorabbin
Synagogue, and Dr. Jayan Bapat, Hindu
priest and Honorary Research Associate
of the Centre for Studies in Religion
and Theology at Monash University,
explained the essence or 'heart' of their
tradition and described their own
journey to the heart.

About l00 people attended from very
different walks of life. The meeting was

an outstanding success if
gauged by the enthusiasm
of the participants and their
eagerness for further events
of this type. The day from
l0am until 5pm included
discussion groups as well as
talks and was concluded by
a panel discussion where
the speakers could hardly
complete a sentence

without being applauded.
The evident friendship and mutual

regard of the four speakers within their
very diverse points of view was
striking.  Participants left the meeting
with their own faith invigorated and
deepened.

EAST-WEST DIALOGUE
IN INDIA

At an ashram in Tamil Nadu, India,
made famous by Bede Griffiths for
East-West dialogue, our

Commission member and EIC editor,
Fr. Len Thomas, made his annual
retreat:

ECUMENICAL BULLETIN6

Last year, we began to publish
the Bulletin on our Website. If
you have access to the
Internet, you can see this for
yourself at

www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/news.htm.
There you will see “Ecumenical and
Interfaith Bulletin” listed in the left-
hand column. A “click” on this will
open a list of issues that appear on the
site. “Click” the issue you want to
read, and the Adobe Acrobat program
will open the latest issue for you in full
colour. You can print it off on your
printer or read it on the Web. This is a
free service. 

However, we incur significant costs
in the production of the printed

NEW SUBSCRIPTION METHODS
version of the Bulletin. If you wish to
continue receiving we will now need to
require a subscription of $10.00.

SO PLEASE,  EITHER

1) Email us (at ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au)
saying that you wish to access the

Bulletin on the Web, and we will notify
you when the new issue is uploaded.
This service will be free.
OR:

2) Fill in and tear off the bottom
section of this page together with
$10.00 for one year’s subscription (3
issues) to The Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission, PO Box 146,
East Melbourne 3002 before February
24th, 2003.

I enclose $10.00 for one 12 month subscription (3 issues)
(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission)

Name: Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

✄

NEWS BRIEFS

"Sitting cross-legged and shoeless on
the chapel floor, in 35 degree heat, I
joined several Hindu holy men and
Catholic Indian hermits of the
Camaldolese Order at Shantivanam
near Trichi. Three times daily we shared
Tamil chants and songs, English psalms
and readings and items of the Syrian
rite.

"The meals, largely of rice, boiled
vegetables and warm milk, taken in
silence on the dining room floor, with
few implements, were a practical living
out of the need to share Eastern and
Western lifestyles and spiritualities.

"The nearby grave of Bede Griffiths,
who died in l993, was reverenced often.
He began life as an Anglican, became
agnostic, then Catholic and a
Benedictine monk, before coming to
live at Tamil Nadu as an apostle and
pioneer of East-West dialogue."

CONGRATULATIONS
to Fr. Peter Collins of St. Francis
Church, and on the leadership team of
the Blessed Sacrament Fathers, has been
made Convenor of Melbourne City
Churches by the inner-city
denominations. We wish him well in
this work.

CALL FOR POVERTY 
FORUM BY CHURCHES

Archbishop Francis Carroll,
president of Australian
Catholic Bishops

Conference, has joined other
heads of churches and leaders of
the Jewish and Islamic faiths, in a
letter to ask Prime Minister John
Howard to support a national
forum on poverty.

"Recent years have seen the
emergence of second and third
generation unemployment," and
"Hundreds and thousands of
children in Australia are growing
up in poverty, in families that have
never known an adult in regular
employment," they write.

Heads of the Anglican, Uniting,
Baptist, Greek Orthodox and
Lutheran churches, plus the
Jewish community and the
Australian Federation of Islamic
Councils, signed the request.
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those communities. As well as theology,
the College teaches courses in Textile
Arts, Cross-cultural Awareness, Family
Learning and Leadership. Dawn says
that most students are seeking to gain
the confidence and self-esteem they
need to share the Good News with their
people.

Dawn comes from a large family of
nine children. She says that her mother
was her inspiration for a live of service.
Dawn's mother held a job as a hospital
domestic-the only income in the family,
and, as well as her own children, took
in many "strays". "She was very
committed to her Church and to
helping people", Dawn says. Dawn
needs this commitment as she is
currently facing government pressured
changes to their courses, funding and
staffing.  She is proud of Nungalinya's
ecumenical achievement and of their
Christian heritage, and aims to make the
Nungalinya "the top theological college
in Australia"!

For more information Nungalinya
College and how you can contribute to
its mission, contact Genevieve Cutler of
the Friends of Nungalinya on 
9578 6270 or gcutler@primus.com.au

Nungalinya College is an
indigenous theological
college in Darwin jointly run
by the Anglican, Uniting and
Catholic Churches. Recently

their new principal, Dawn Cardona,
visited Melbourne to speak about the
role and mission of the College. With
students from many separate
indigenous cultures and a board of
management made up of people from
three very different church cultures,
Dawn says that it is "a great way to
bake a cake". That cake, she says, is
"the cake of encouragement", a cake
which one staff member literally cooks
for the rest of the team every week from
bananas grown on the college grounds.
They need this encouragement as they
daily face the many challenges involved
in bringing into reality their motto:
"Lighting the Fires of Learning and
Leadership".

Dawn is proud to be the first Catholic
and the first woman (the first
indigenous woman at that) to be
principal of the College. While the
college has a very broad educational
goal among indigenous Christians of

the North, recently Des Rumble, a
graduate of Nungalinya's Diploma of
Theology course, was ordained as a
Catholic deacon for the Bathurst Island
Community. Most students at Nungalinya
do not enter formal ordained ministry,
however. Many students come sponsored
by their local community, and return to
work as volunteers in the parish life of

Nungalinya College, Darwin; (top right) Dawn Cardona, principal of Nungalinya College.

"A great way
to bake a cake"

NUNGALINYA COLLEGE, DARWIN

Visit our Website
Some material you will find on the Commission's Website
Our Website (www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic) has just had a makeover.
When you open this link you will find you can chose between Ecumenical and
Interfaith topics. Both choices will open articles and links particluar to
your choice. Keep an eye on these pages and visit regularly as new articles
and links are being added all the time. I will try to keep you informed by
highlighting the most interesting links:

On Ecumenism: Two articles on the Ecumenical importance of the Pope's
Encyclical on the Eucharist have been added, both in PDF format, and both
from the journal "Ecumenical Trends". Clint, the author of the second article, is
now a signed up reader of the Bulletin, although he lives in South Africa!
• Thomas P. Looney: "Ecumenical Lights and Shadows in Ecclesia de
Eucharistia."
• Clint De Bruyns: "Ecclesia de Eucharistia : on its ecumenical import."

Also on the Ecumenical page, you will find the 2003 Conference Presentations
from the conference in July. This will quickly inform you of what is happening
ecumenically in the dioceses around the country.
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The Ecumenical Summer School is an
annual, residential summer school for
ecumenical people of faith, where
challenging issues can be explored, and
where horizons of faith journeys can be
expanded.

This year's focus: Youth
If we are eager to engage the young

people of today in the future direction
of the churches, then we must ask
THEM what THEY want! We must be
willing to give up some of our treasured
traditions! We must be prepared to
cope with change! We must make them
welcome! If we don't attempt all
these...are we then doomed to cling
vainly to a diminishing or dying
church?

2004 Program includes:
Friday night: Panel of young people

exploring issues around Religion and
Faith, Spirituality and the Church.
Exploring the boundaries.

Saturday morning: Keynote Speaker,
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, will speak on
youth and their search. Jonathan Jones
will respond.

Saturday afternoon: Workshops:
"Falling out the window : the tale of
Eutychus – are we boring our young
people to death?"; "Who moved our
cheese? Coping with change"; "Creative
Spirituality"; "Breaking the bonds:
giving up the past".

Saturday night: Musical concert by
Guest artists.

Sunday morning: "Who is Other?
Identifying with The Other in our world".

2004 Summer School Personnel
Moderator: Jill Tabart; Chaplain:

Merryl Blair; Youth Panel: Carolyn
Francis, Heidi Stabb, Adrian Woodhouse
and others who are not necessarily
grounded in the traditional church.

Cost of the Conference is $135, with a
$10 early bird discount (before 13/12),
and $15 discount for concession
holders. Residential fee is an extra $80.
Registrations can be sent to "The
Treasurer, Ecumenical Summer School,
18 Sanday Street, Glen Waverley 3150".
For more information: Laurie Thorn
(03) 9808 4715 and Lyn Wilson (03)
9802 2934.

"The Church for the Future? Engaging Youth in the Search."
31st Ecumenical Summer School: Queens College Melbourne University January 30th to February 1st 2004

The festival begins on the 25th day of Kislev (this year
20th December) and is celebrated for eight days. In the
western calendar Hanukhah is celebrated in November
or December.                                                      

The word Hanukkah means dedication and
commemorates the Jews' struggle for religious freedom.

Jews believe they are celebrating a miracle, as the
festival marks the the victory of the Jews (led by Judah
Maccabee) over the Syrians after a three year war in 165
BCE. It is also at this time that the Maccabees
rededicated the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.                   

Hanukah – the Jewish
festival of lights

Once the war was
over, the Jews decided
to repair the temple
and have a dedication
ceremony.                     

As part of the
celebrations a
menorah (candelabra)
was lit and although
there was only enough

oil to light the menorah for a day, it stayed alight for eight
days.                          

It is because of this miracle that Hanukkah is celebrated
by lighting one candle on the menorah each day,
throughout the eight day celebration.


